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AN PRESENCE IN KASHMIR
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE

PERSI

ORE THE
SEFT MusLIM SULTANATE

(crature has been written on Kashmir’'s contaetg
with Iran and the consequential ime_“‘"‘n.f"‘c_:.Ur l'ranj?;] L;tllturc on
i, But 50 far only a part ol this Idsunat.mg 5“’f3‘ hag been
unfolded: the scholars have almost equl:l51vel}’ focused on
edieval period, as if the history of Kashmlr.s con.t.act; ",-\.l[h [ran
«tarts only with the arrival of the famous Muslim da’i ( missionary),
Sourid Sharafal-Din Bulbul Shah around 1315, What is. therefore,
lin'lé known is that Kashmir had very intimate relations with Iran
since the hoary past. And it is this big gap which I intend to fill
with the help of whatever little crumbs of information we have on
the subject.

Outside of Africa, the presence of the Anatomically
Modern Man is established around 1000,000 years ago i
Palestine; but within South Asia there is good fossil evidence for
him no earlier than 31,000 years ago in Sri Lanka. One can
therefore assume that the modern human arrived in India mncluding
K&Shm?r through Iran. The earliest evidence of Modern Man i‘n
;é:)s\};;m; d?lfes FOB go beyond 18000 years before prcscm as b;
S'ombur_y inds of blade and burin industry uncarthed Irof
OCCurre(/: ?i?hor \;l]:;? ;1/1 lhf: social eyolution in the OlL? \Ii’;ll‘:
Revolution, marked b ti],(:'or.dcn C.hlld,e called - the _I\‘et_)ll.sm_
In Kashmir the -Neol)ilu o dl‘rl_va] of agriculture and pasti)rd lThe

uc period began from 2800 B.C.
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thie culture of Kashmir is i1 hy . |
“ﬂ‘l . H\\k‘“”‘?-’ pPrts. stone and N \|"m. Mpori
__4311?': 'l lentil. domestication of By .’.-,_ Clty g (€At
N;-h-: hzmdmzldk‘ and wheel made lhrmi,.- S0 and ¢y, W ..‘
ﬁ“‘h{.lﬂdl customs. ‘ [‘hm;r_._ dTtist)c L“ r.-
nd among other places dwelling i have + /
\siﬂh and '!'2-1]30 Sar.ﬂh ~both in Iran. H(H{;r ihi.;ﬂ .r,“w”l ‘.r. | ape
e hoen founded in turkey and Tran, 3 4 o
..-\:4'3- China and Rlusma.‘ lh_c cultivation f "'f‘h:-,”rf?',r.""‘”""?
pginated 10 [ran where from it trave] 1o differen Dirlrk‘

t O HIIC L

il 10

india Sub-cm?li_nenl.' The cultivation of (hese crops dates *

the 7600 B-_Q- in Ali Kosh (Iran). The d()nmsticatu._»n‘;);'1_J:l:n. |
goat began in nort.hern Iran around 2500 B ¢ .:
wheel was made‘ In Surper and Iran simultancously a hft'\,at
3000 B.C. It 1s significant to mention that according o
enowned archaeologist, B.D. Sankalia the motif of 4 w.\:ild
with long curved horns, which the Burzahom wheel madc:};
ware pot carries, has greater resemblance to the one from Hissar
(Iran) than to the other from Sindh. The channel spouted vessel
found from Gutkral has a long history in western Asia and [ran.
The copper hair pins discovered from Gutkral, originated in
Aegean Anatolian region wherefrom they spread to north Persia
and onwards to Indus including Kashmir. After Russia the largest
number of painted burials have been reported from lran. And ;151'1{1
Kashmir, we find in Khuzistan (Iran) dead been buried Lmdt‘f}"&‘
house floor, and the burials were both of primary and secondary
ypes,

Naga cuh which is the earliest known
rsmitted to the west of Kashmir and th‘c vial Movemen
ugl(ela Praka:sh, the author of Political ??dsit::itlzl‘ll'ililcs of serpent
'j"s}fmbm Punjab, has traced deep rooted > T
' Shr(;l'ogy petween pre—Ary‘an pe()p‘lcp l:\\l::idians ¢
[ 8 It and the people of Middle Las!

—[ hc use (}'h'

to 1

beliet of Kashmir

Valley from Lran.
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' = ra

eesting
gt _ I"‘""”"l' there Sl;_lrle a new phase
ed by cist_graves. iron, rice and myjje,

Kashmir 0 iuuhl‘.lc gructures.  The Megahthis have been foung
calation An€ 'rw apon the Mediterranean and the Altante i the
1ands tmrd;UI fr‘m- In the India sub-continent peninsular [nai
o e Megalithic culture. However, ip thz
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» neares S ces where meealithe
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heen found are Raluchistan and Yasin and Chitra!: suggesting th
been | =

hoth [ran and Caucasus Pla—\he,d = i.mporTam role in the diffusion of
ii-:g.aii:hic culture in Kashmir al}d 1ts ne.lg.hbourahoofj.

"% The nearest parallels of the Cist graves of Kashmir are
found in Swat and in many neighbouring Valleys collectively
“slled Gandhara Grave Culture. Tracing the origin of Gandhara
Grave culture. the celebrated archaeologist. Allchin and Allchin
ssserts “The obvious comparisons for these objects and for the
graves themselves are not be in India or Pakistan. but in Iran and
the Caucasus’™.

The immediate source of cooper bronze culture of Kashmir
was Swat and Gilgit. As the first ever cooper-bronze culture
evolved in Sumer in B.C. 3300 and it was well established culture
iq Persian around B.C. 2000. Iran was probably the big
d1ssegzinator of Bronze Age in Indus an the border lands. though
had direct contacts with Mesopotamia making the matel common
around B.C. 3000. -
human Zhn?t;%}tl aﬂr]: fizrliei{' knom? occrurrence gf iron used 31.;0 i
Age bevifi ot sadics nglan 16‘5([)0A513 (North S:\"na and ‘Iraq\.ﬁ e
Iron in Iron is very crucial ; B.C. The \ewdence B [h?lube in
Indian sub-continen; ICI e Siudy (BT EmSTEERES ! rog in
India Iron working Beg IR SR ‘.-\Il on
around 800 B.C. For aé around 1000 BC and‘b‘ecame w-l-m:in
Gandhara regjon s vere ashmir the evidence of iron working ©

S Very crucial as it was the immediate sOUr® ¢
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e in kashmir. Irnn‘ objects have heen Fourd tr Flandi
]run'“; .,ssig“i”?l to the opening of the firg millenni ! ;hmdhr!r'l
Ffﬁw he same period that we find Tron in Kn'lml e
arount From 2000 B.C. streams of Aryans pclm%?r

including Kashmir.  As both Indo-Aryan

|

1

ated in Iran and
and Indo-Iranians

::il,‘:-lgcd fo Cﬂlﬂn_“"" heritage  which they Imposed upon the
\.onqllc"cd -PC‘UPIC. 11. 1S CHS.)-’ to understand many common fc.mlr——-;‘
P beliefs and rituals, In name as well as in essence. M
¢ In 5]()‘ B.C. Darus, the Achaemenian ruler of [ran
ended empire upto India by annexing Sind. North \f‘zhcs.r

Frontier and .the part§ of .Punjab. These territories continued to he
a part of Iranian empire till Alexander’s invasion in 326. We lcarr;
from the Greek sources that at the time of Iranian invasion. It is
herefore quite probable that Kashmir too might have remained
inder the Achaemenians during their long rule of about two
hundred years over Gandhara and a part of Punjab. paving the way
for Iranian influences in Kashmir, which received further impem‘S
on account of Mauryan occupation of Kashmir as their polity,
architecture, script, construction of royal roads and methods 6{
propagating dharma bear deep imprints of Iranian influences.

Around 180 B.C. Kashmir came under the Bactrian Greeks.
In the context of Iranian influences the rule of the Bactrain Greeks
is significant in many ways. Having been thoroughly assimilated
by Bactrain culture, they brought with them Zoroastrianism, an
Iranian  Janguage called Bactrian and maintenance and
development of irrigation — a thing cultivated by Zoroastrianism.

In 75 B.C. Kashmir came under the control of Sakas and
then around 25 B.C. under the parthians. The Sake was the name
Civie;' trlbe, belonging to Andronovo culture, an zumenyt Irall(llan
an 1zation, Besides belonging 10 the Iranian race, they Spohﬁf E
inclg.f;ge Whlch_ was related to the North Iranian gIO%P; :’Vﬂi‘;
Spokees Sogdain and Pahlavika (Parthian Pahalvi). Tha thgt

an Iranian language cones through from the terms
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script
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i thent

' Adlane
| he STR Nlang,

‘W‘i\“” -
[raman  word H3""-“flf'?|[»-|

Qahkastan P 131 the

VAR w““;:i‘rllm underlimes the allmity.  Harmai, h'],-
K ~haharatd “l-]ijl ‘i‘ reconstruct their dialeets from words éif'z(;
nystorically e | i; inscriptions in India, and he points 1o ¢joge
HAICS jound 1 (¢! L,\.k.‘ Qaka, which too was an [ranic I;.m;:ua@ v

ks with he Khotan

\round A.D. 20, an cthnic group belonging to the Parthiy,
ATOUHCE SR 5

ed Indo-Parthian empire on .lhlc IJUF(’WL"I'S of Kashmir
g ast including }»;zmdl?ar,‘ Seistan, Sindh, -(_jandhara
< uﬁm abul Valley. That Kaslmnr‘ t)or.nn.:cl a part 'nf Par,thian
empire is €V idenced by the Preb'eﬂce_OI I a1th1\ax)1 COIfS 1N KE{Snmir.
parthian place names and enormous impact 01_1 arthian civilization
on Kashmir. So far the coins of these Parthian rulers have been
found in Kashmir. They are gondaphares, Abaagases and
Jeioneses. Besides there are at many places names which are
related to either the parthian rulers of Parthian cities or Parthian
religion. For example, Gund (after gondaphares, Gous (after
Abaagases), Zewan (after Zeionenes), Dur (after the famous
Parthian city Dura-Europos). Ash Mugqam, Ash Pur, Ash Much
(after the pre-eminent Zoroastrian goddess Asi), Hari Parbat,
Harwan, Harwath (after the sacred Zoroastrain mountain Hara) etc.
However, the most revealing information of the profound impact
of _Parthian civilization is presented by the Harwan ruins,
P“f”“?”]afl}’_by_ the motifs stamped on their tiles. The over all plan
;’EZLH['Z‘;’“;Z :[ él:]fsgln;d b{ Parthian influence. The great Parthian
i Ofa l,]15 llkf: Harwan a terrlaced structure with
highest level Both Sr:f:kl] y mgm temple and is lopqted uput e
stairway leading {h rkh Kotal and Harwan originally had a
tiles are stam éjd rough the certre of each Terrance. The Harwan
“Parthian shor]z’ an\znl? S&T‘: well known Parthian motifs namely
skirts, diaphanoys arar‘ lan dress — leggings (trousers) and 10?8
like intertwineq Sefp e]”:‘lvnts and prominent ecar rigns. The motifs

15 and two winged lions locked in a fierce

ol lran found
10 over ah

and
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mnsi:ﬂ “nn_md}“ “Ill.h Iran i_-" substantiated by
N“C X ;md |'_|ll|;lf:~ which continue down 1o N \r the place names.
ames pention may be I]'IEI(IL‘ of Mitar gom (HI x 'mes. Of the place
the jranian dIVING being). Mir (Mihr) a ' habitation of Mitar
woich Dur (Anahita Durra). Hari Parba ({]r and Akhur (Ahura)
Qc. Other = at or Harwan (after Ham)
o belief in water deities. the popular festival |
. val [rov atter

qshmir aF
Avestan i‘m‘\: and the ritual of roohan posh. | '

inﬂuenccd by nronstiarism, The Conce.ﬂ.( :uddhl'\m was also

the mO - mous of the Bodhisattvas who hllS n)r HUddhd vitreya.

ceminiscent of Soshyant, the Zoroastrain szwiourLSSldnlC e

qun worship was introduced 1in Kashn.lir by a gr :

the Saka invaders and were ?)ngc,r:;;l o

ans who accompanied
']\ushan s who 1nteg,ra1ed Kashmir with their vast empire
extending from Central Asia to Mathura and ruled over the \'aﬂ g
Ty

for more than three hundred years were greatly influenced by
Jranian cu]tpre. At the time they entered Kashmir their 1an:mﬂ}"
was an [ranic one called Bactrain by modern historians. The:uhs;?i
the Iranian title Shaonanao Shao (Sassanian) Shahan' Shah
aloqgside Prakrit/Sanskrit Maharaja rajatiraja and Greek Bas]leus
Basnleoq. What is more their coions carry 7oroastrain symbols
such as increase bumer and fire alter namely Miro. Mania, Atsho.

Manabago, Moo, Mithra and Anabhita.
Towards the late 4" century Kush

in

.“iLI]]I ‘\‘Il 'llll ] ‘ 1 I
. f B fil | L:‘-\.(‘ ce

Magi

ans Were replaced by
As they had

C - o -

C]v:ntral Asian nomadic tribe known as Kidarites.

ose alliance with the Gassanaians besides having occupied
the Kidarites were greatly

ted by their

Khu . -t
shano — Sessanian territories
mitment 0

ex g R
COFOSed to Persian influences. This 18 well documen
n 1 1 ~

age and sculpture which bear thelr gtrong com

Loroastrianism.
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I'rom the second .lmlll ol l_lu‘ '.\'ixlh Cehtury ATy there
ovival of Savisim and \"1-‘1'””-.“'” n I\*.'-“'l””.”'. Howeyer the « Wag
rev n.i”: | links which Kashmir had with Gandhary 4, K. H-lrr.rm,
:h A”u.,\.c regions with [rantan umll Central Asjan rf_:rrll,, and
) The best cx;nnplc‘, in the absence Of wr;:irﬁ
cvidence. art and zlrf:hllcclurc of Ancient Kas;hr::n

For example the thrcign-slylcs wlngh pluycd‘ a major role i t;]r.
development of Kashmiri slunc; architecture hl-lcrccl lhmugh Wc;
\sia. Not only this but Kashmir owes !() Iran ‘I()r a very impﬁrtam
architchtural  feature namely '”“ml!'f?” of inlt‘rSCCling Croge
members best known as “lantern” C‘Cl“ﬂg, derived from wondér?
models introduced by the Parthians in the North-West Similag],
writing about the origin of the varicty of motifs carved o thi
pilasters of Avantiswamin temple built by Av-antivarman (855-883
AD). Robert E. Fisher says “nearly all the pilasters are decorateq
with a rich variety of motifs, some native of India, other reflecting
West Asian tastes, as found upon Sassaman silver: roundels tha}
enclose lotuses, geese, mythical creatures, paired humans, bjpds
and flowers as well as numerous geometric patterns.....”

As per the extant evidence, Muslims and with them [slam
started penetrating in Kashmir from 8" century, we know that a
fugitive Arab commander and his crops received a territorial
assignment from the Kashmiri raja. As the territory was situated
on the borders of Kashmir, it would have served as a caul de sack
for the muslim adventurers and fortune seekers of the neighbouring
territories.

In the 9" century AD. Kashmir was thronged by the
scholars belonging to different religions and the Kashmiri Hindus
and the Buddhists mingled with them. What is more significant
that we find the Muslim divines visiting Kashmir. At least we
S 1 knpw of two great Muslim personalities of the time
Eil;ir;:g(?f Sizjlg;n;[?g Ijj)shmif.. They are Mansur .a] Hallaj, thc)grgﬂt

u Sa’id Ghanim bin Qasim. The latter a3

also left an account which besides showing that Kashmir was 0per

H.‘hilll

throuy
remained intact.
is provided by
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i NS m ”u_‘ ‘l)'h cenfury IH‘}Ik('t' A mention
E I ﬁﬂl‘lf”‘ |~c||g!mlm. L‘:IL‘].I |.|l Which as perh
| ltcl‘ o |Lcnsc foritself. ] hg l_'CII}ll()llx lexts oy

owerfd j at that time were Thurg (Torah) 1,
" o hel¢ (Pg‘llnls)' Since this infor
Wi jﬂl\lll ( e

Mation

(he { a Muslim scholar wh Visited K
to

,‘O[ln

w0 it on purpose: to ultrac't the Mush‘m

recordc‘ f the free and frank Cnvironment of e
it O s 5 i@ .

nefil Hallaj, in-fact,

f the dehates
aPs making 5
€r Which the deh
¢ Injil (Gospels) and
'S Contained in the
ashmir, he perhaps
Missionaries tq take
ligious discourses in
Was  attracte( by this scenario of

ateg

gashmi:
gashmi:

The Muslim immigrations into Kashpi and the contact of

[
f the neighbouring would was
d for a brief period towards the beginning of the eleventh
fisrupte hen the Turkish armies were swoo
s territories  of Kashmir.  For fear of mohammad
borderlﬂf?” invasions, who made two abortive bids to conquer
Ghaznavl Shmra'as of, Kashmir fastened their doors and windows
Kasmlr’ t ellon anyone to enter the Valley. Writing _about this
- o ne ahnﬂri rulers al-Biliini says, “In former times they
plicy of I?as one or two foreigners to enter their country,
useq v 1a | glw jews, but at present they do not allow even a HltrLdu
pfllilu‘f;e);’ d?cil not know personally to enter, much less other
who
ople”. : : he borders was a
- However, this policy of aflfll‘lltm}%re;ence of the Muslim
“mporary affair. When the p.erlr)n ame a ground reality, with the
B s bordery of Kasnii eI(—:I'ndu Sahi kingdom (whom
e Muslim conquest. of f} hanistan up 10 PunJrab) m}d
£ ories extended kom mofiem e rthern frontier of l'\aSh.mlr’
© petty principalities bordering the no ¢ but to give concessions
"¢ Hingy rajas found no other alterné'ltlv _ 15 on its borders,
.ajas 0 . Muslim kmgdon ith the
Pagmatism, With powerful Mu was incongruous W i
! hostile policy against the MuShmeS Counter—productwe'licy of
CKh gll}g' circumstances and -theref}(lzi; old policy - the po
Sk rajas, therefore, revived tb

ping down on the
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—
s the AMushims. And pursuant to the new -

‘S h‘\\ . e o - - Vv Olics
ne ydhine " ln\l't*l““ ol Kashmir open T8) ‘“l"“'('““lrr,lr, .l 'Tj
’1 » }‘]‘{‘\\ i ) Shos P i o . o » ( n(

. King Muslims. It is. therclore. not surprising that

I e . \"0.‘ = . ) . “ ' J r.
forune-s 1 of the cleventh century We find an unpreceden, :
Cliv sedente,

of Muslims 1n Kashmir and conscquenyy,

in the Valley. More imcrc{ti; a
‘< (hat we se¢ the l\--hlslims.l?(_}ltllng high positions in “?Q
us and that too in a sensitive wing of the governmen
To top it all. their number was incredible. Thy
- Muslim captains being in the army of
\nanta (1038-1003 AD). Harsa (1089-1101 AD), Biksacara (
1120-21 AD) and Jayasimha (1.128-1149 AD) and that too in 3
Kalhara talks of “Turuska captains of hundreds” i
The number forther increased with the passage
| wars became rampant in Kashmir and the
Kashmiri rulers and the rival claimants t0 the throne becaue more -

and more dependent upon the support of the Muslims. That is why l_

we find the Muslims forming an indispensable element of the army -

of the Hindu rajas of Kashmir: and this is why the rulers as well as |
the rival factions constantly sought and received the support of the -
neighbouring Muslim rulers. _
The employment of ‘hundreds of Muslim captains’ in the |

armies of the Kashmiri kings at the turn of the eleventh century 3
alludes to the presence of a sizable Muslim population in Kashmir |
more than two hundred years before the establishment of the i
Muslim Sultanate. It is quite natural to presume that these Muslim 3
captains would have either brought their families along with them ?
g;ur;?rr;‘ed Iolcal. girls, both pointing to the presence of a lﬁfgf;‘
Rajatara population in Kashmfr than 1s adumbrated“m Kathand 1
nglm., As these Muslims belonged to a difterent religlon §

and culture, it is tempting to inf > ld bt
er that these settlers WOWE =, 2

brou : ! .
needsht With them different professionals to cater to theiur

rowands the |
he milux

pease M [ ‘
X ngululmn

1Tk )
\fushm

St '.]Mt‘
howeVer.
state ;u"p;n'atus
qamely military.

there is profuse evl

large number.
the army of Harsa.
of time when C1V1
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while these carly Muslim setqer.
Jaces in the Valley, they. howey

may h?l'\ .

Wttle| down -

<P , _ : er. cen ;
o }'1 pm“llt‘lllm place in Srinapa VM to have ta)
p e i > place of Vv ear, “'l”‘-‘h came aKen up
o "y ar (the place of Mlecchas) - ey, S 10 be called 5
Lt ) . - o, . H Tn.(\ ( 3 =
we qhimlh‘“ by the local population. Since bviously given tc

‘his \:1 Mar for many eenturies before (he -
ﬂh"‘i‘ Sultanate. }t bcca."n.c its PCrmanent pla. hment of the
w:\duslims ruled Kashmir for about fiye hun?] (ch name although
® T \part fr?m the fact that there were rcC )'C*ara,

lement® ; I&ashnur,. there was also continrt)z(;;:dr:im Mm“m.
ople betweer Kashmir and the Muslim - rule;i nc)i‘:;r;]ent,r’r
Quntrics: particularly for trade purposes. ghbouring

i It is im
qention that Central Asian horses were in con portant to

' . _ siderable d .
ashmir and this trade was mainly in the hands of Cent:; a:i:;

asims whom we find frequently visiting Kashmir. Similarly

ashmirl merchants greatly benefited by trading in Central Asia
id other neighbouring counries. -

Given the fa.cF that the'Muslims who settled in Kashmir and
+ith whom Kashmiris came into contact (both inside and outside
4 Valley) belonged to the upper echelons of an advanced society,
e impact of Islam on Kashmiri Hindus and Buddhists, especialiy
u the ruling  elite and trading class, was a natural corollary.
There is clear evidence that in the process of hob-nobbing with the
Kighbouring Muslim rulers some nobles were greatly assimilated
mo Islam. True, they had political motives in identifying
femselves with the muslim culture. But more than that it was
Sem'’s prestige as a superior culture and the pr_estige of a
il;ice“f“} man’s religions which drew them to it. 1t1s, 'tl?erei?irn&
um;EHPn31ng to find the fugitive nobles”of Lava?g: tgag Eed t%
' Escap: fTeat in the lands of the mlecchals1 1\;f)herg o ?t - glso not
lifiy t(:)m the wrath of 1larss (10?9- the ;:ourt etiquettes after
ey undergtand Harsa remodeling
lous [ranian courts.

10



P 4
Seminar Numbe,

/’//’::T——' 2000

=

K\L‘H}.H]dlil. the famous polymath of " S
makes a casual but intriguing -munmlm of the presence '('fk\;'qhmar
_ leccha g;\};ll]ilh) in Kashmir. It s i”'r'ﬁf'-‘ing_f h:‘r -\hlqhm

singers (M

wnter refe o

o refuses 0 accept for fear of iy
‘ T =~ 1 » ~ ’ . e ] '

o streets”.  These singers were in all probahy, ¥he

Hity rl‘

J Wie

rs to the T\hl.’““ln Siﬂg(.‘f.‘-i n ”)C context of Alige r-he

ce from her cli
wh fce from her clients

wandered th ‘ ¢ S
manaqib Khawans of fada’il Khawans. who besides «i.
. Slgning |

praise of Allah extolled the virtues of “Ali (in case of being g}
and the other companions of the Prophet (in case of beinah‘s'ull %
i1 the streets and bazaars of Iran and Central Asia as a p";)ﬁa T;nm
technique to spread their belief and influence. The maianda
Khawans. it may be noted, existed in ‘Iraq since the Buyid peT?(]xZ
(932-1035 AD). These mleccha singers of the Sanskrit scholar hﬁd
so much prestige and influence because of their exemplary
piety that the courtesans (who otherwise feely indulged i
prostitution under the very nose of local religious and stae
authorities) refused to entertain the clients at their sight.

The use of Sanskritized Persian technical terms like divara
(Pr. Dabir), ganja (Pr. Ganj) and ganjavara, (Pr.Gangwar) by
Kalhana (D. 1148-49) to whom everything non-Brahmanic was
abominable, unmi_stakably points to profound Islamic influence
upon Kashmir owing to the considerable Muslim presence and the
‘ntimate relations between Kashmir and the neighbouring Muslim-
ruled lands.
That by the beginning of the 13" century Muslims formed
an important section of the Kashmir Population and that [slamic
culture had made great strides is further borne oul by a recenty |
discovered copy of the Qur'an written by one Fatha Allah
Kashmiri in 1237 AD. It is written in such a fine style and tor
that according to Mohammad Yousuf Teng, “it would have taket
hundreds of years to the Kashmiri Muslims 10 qttain such 8
proficiency in Arabic script. “What is more significant about ¥ 2
copy of the Qur’an is that it also contains a Persian lraﬂslano:;.,.-
The Qur’an with Persian translation, interalia, nmistakably PO

gained
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C'"‘:; Muslims in Kashmir

o :: m,n-T\f‘luslin]s: |
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This naturally encouraged the Muslim preachers, (who were
watching intently for a favourable land to extend the frontiers of
lslam) to enter the beautiful vale of Kashmir. As the Valley was
quite favourably diposed towards Muslims especially Horn tk}e mld‘
deventh century, it is little wonder, then, to find mention of
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