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Qazi Nur Muhammad1 in the version of Jang Namanhz2 did
not express in words the total strengths of the Sikh armed forces.
During the clash of the armed forces of the Sikhs and the
Afghans in the form of guerrilla warfare as well as pitched battles
fought at various days and at different places, it was difficult for
him to notice and calculate the accurate and correct strength of
the forces o the enemy. From the beginning of the campaign
when Ahmad Shah Apggj; crossed the river Ravi until his 126!
days in the Bist Doab, he was inevitably contend with the rising
power of the Sikh Sardars to destroy them completely. But all his

endeavo -
eavours had fajleq gpgq he, in disappointment, left the

TN
MPaIgNn mid way and starteq his home journey.
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Similarly, the Qazi did not provide any concrete
information regarding the total number of the Sikn Sardars in
terms of arithmetical value. Being an alien in the Punjah, he wasg
not capable to recognize many of the Sikn Sardars, In spite of
this he recorded pieces of information with regard to few Sikh

Sardars i. e. Charhat Singh Sukerchakia,3 Jhanda Singh

Bhangi,4 Jassa Singh Ahluwalia 5 Jassa Singh Ramgharia 6 Jai

Singh Kanhiya,7 Hari Singh, Gulab Singh,8 Gujjar Singhg and

l.ehna Singh Bhangi.10

Qazi Nur Muhammad categorized the armies of the Sikhs
into two different sections. The soldiers of the first category were
martial, fearless and very brave but they were enthusiastically
inclined towards Sikh religion and however in a critical situation,
sacrificed their lives in the interest of the Chak Guru (Amritsar).
They did not paid serious attention to the consequences.
Whenever Ahmad Shah Abdalj led campaign in order to
desecrate the temple af Chak Guru, the contingents of the Sikh
religious devotees obstructed the path of the enemy and fought
bravely for the defense of their religious house. For the protection
of the Chak Guru, a small proportion of the Sikh soldiers laid their
lives against the onslaught of the enemy.11

The second group of the Sikh Sardars wanted to
establish their own political hegemony in the Punjab. They were
ﬁghﬁng for a cause to uproot and eradicate the foreign Afghan

Ule. They vigorously fought against the successive invasions of
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Shah Abdali was re

shah Abdali. When Ahmad ed
Ahmad sikhs occupied all the important towns cte
Afghan?stan thne e administratOfS or commanders werg
:fet::t:;sl:dsge'rvge in the capacity of maintaining law and " ang
collection of revenue from the farmers. The number of ¢ 5,
were struggling for political control and land was much | " thap

the Sikh religious soldiers. They contend the warm = ye o
Ahmad Shah.Abdali's invasions with traditional weapons |jke
swords, 12 spears,13 muskets, 14 burning torches, 15 axes16 ang
bows and arrows.17 The available facts of Qazi Nur Muhammag
did not indicated whether they used heavy guns (rehklas) or not
against the soldiers of the Shah.

Regarding physical structure, the Sikh Sardars were
strong, healthy as well as bearing solid bodies. In the realm of
warfare they were well disciplined and dexterous. They attacked
the forces of the enemy with alacrity, abruptly and collectively
With full force alongwith lauding and shouting slogans.18 At this
moment Qazi Nur Muhammad does not record the words of their
*logans but he has praised enthusiastically their intrepidity and
adroitness in the yse of weapons.19 In this connection it i

interest
sting to note that all the Sikh Sardars saved and rescue?

themselveg .
from the dangeroys invasion of the Shah as theré i
not even 3 single name 0

this war. On the other hg
sca

f Sikh army Sardar who was killed "
nd, the Baluch troops suffered larg®

le harm . 1
and Qazi Ny Muhammad has given a lengthy de*®
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of the Baluch soldiers who were killed in this war.

In this expedition of Ahmad Shah Abdali, the Sikhg
confronted despefately against the Afghan invaders.20 In order to
check the advance movements of the Shah they practiseq

guerrilla tactics and sometimes blocked the way.21 In addition to,

they ascertained familiarity regarding the abilities ang Capabilities
of Afghan army chiefs and accordingly, took their positions to

strike them with more power ang strength.22

The invasion of Ahmad Shah Abdali aimed at
suppressing the rising power of the Sikhs had failed desperately.
After realizing the Pros and cons of the situation with regard to
the affiliation of the Sikhs with the gentry and peasantry, the
commanders of the Shah suggested him:

“Jats and Marathas have abundance of troops

and all of them are exemplary.

Arrange from them armies and

leave on Sikhs to pull out their roots.

Hare of each land is astute but

the dog of the Same country can hold it certainly.23

War Strategy of the Sikhs

When Ahmad Shah Abdali alongwith his troops traversed
N ford thq rivers Sindh

Obstrycieg his w
ab

and Chenab, the Sikhs did not
ay and after analyzing the whole situation,

Ndoneq gy their possessions such as Multan and Rohtas.
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d launched a comprehensive plg
> plan o

They united themselves an

attack after

entered the cit

the armies Of the Shah crossed the river [y
AVl and

y of Lahore in the Bari Doab.24 The &
Were

capable to harm Ahmad Shah Abdali to the highe:
‘ 5sible

amount by blocking his way when he was returning .
country. As 2 matter of fact, they persistently wanteg\;‘ "‘OWn
the menace of the successive Ahmad Shah Abd: [::ate
invasions which disturbed and break down thi )”“C'::‘

economic, social, religious and cultural structure of the Funj
2 Punjab.

The secondary strategy of the Sikhs was to run
away

abruptly and be pursued by the forces of the enemy. In th
v. In this

al

art of [ '
p ' the army and the Sikhs, in turn, returned and exploiting the

situatio iunchi | [
n by launching a massive surprising onslaught on the

enemy: In thi '
y: In this connection, the Sikhs encircled the enemy

By this d
angerous strategy, they propelled with force 10

to kil
f

thrc:)w down '
Nasir Khan from his horse and violently tried

him. But Nasir
Khan hardly saved his life with the fresh grrival 0

reinforceme :
nt. In trmi -
this skirmish his horse and his onée soldier was

killed2s while
the other injured. Nasir Khan's attendant was als0

mies of the Shah were

kill '
ed by the Sikhs.26 Besides, the ar
f the

f the plains ©

strugglin i
ggling against the scorching summer heat O
theseé pars!

Punjab.27
27T :

he Sikhs had made adjustment to
ainted the f

armful 10

act that Uy

condition
s very effectively. They acqau
swift

unpleasa
nt weather conditions proved "
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movements of the troops of Ahmad Shah Abdali and as a result,

offected the progress of the campaign.
apmad Shah Abdali’s Endeavour against the Sikhs

(Novembef 1764):
. Ahmad Shah Abdali deputed Guhram Khan of Magsi clan
1o take charge of the vanguard of the Baluch armies, who, in turn,
was assisted by Ahmad Khan of Balidi clan and his son. In
pitched battle Ahmad Khan and his son were mercilessly killed by
the Sikhs.28 In addition to, four dexterous Baluch soldiers29 and
four soldiers from the Lasharis and Dinari clans30 were killed.
Twelve more soldiers from the Baluch army were killed. A large
number of Sikh soldiers were also died.31 The Sikhs separated
Mir Abdul Nabi of Risanis clan from rest of the main force and
injured him seriously.32
Charhat Singh Sukerchakia came in advance of Nasir
Khan to contest but perceiving a large number of troops under
the command of Nasir Khan he retreated his steps and merged
into the Sikh troops quickly. asir Khan pursued in order to
overtake him. But, for the time being, his horse was shot and he
fell down, In a critical situation, Nasir Khan saved his life with
difficulty. 33 Bahadur from Salusy clan, Mazaar Muhammad Siani,
Jalani from Mulazai clan and Mir Jalal of Lehri clan were killed
fighting for the safety of Nasir Khan in the battle.34 Mir Barkhi and
Fatuhj Darogha fought against the Sikhs remarkably.35 During

the n
€ night fall the battle came to an end and both sides retreated
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fferent directions.36

in the di |
cond pitched battle between the Sikhs ang the

The se

Afghans took place at Chak Guru. The Afghan and Baluch armigg

under the command of Ahmad Shah Abdali entered th- hOIy

precints of Chak Guru with the intention of destroying ' S,

power com
were merely 30 Sikhs for the defense of the Chak Gur:  They

pletely. Qazi Nur Muhammad pointed out th:  here

wanted to defend and protect the foundations of their relig ang
tried desperately to prevent the enemy to ravage and de: crate
their pilgrimage centre. Owing to their small number they ¢ i not
stand against the warm wave of Abdali's attack and consequently

lost their lives.37

The third battle fought between the Sikhs and Ahmad

Shah Abdali in the Batala region. From the version of Qazi Nur
Muhammad it appears that Sayyid Nur Shah,38 Ghulam Hussain
of Bangzai Clan,39 Muhammad Hussain,40 Barkhi
Qambrani4tand Fatuhi Darogha42 fought with courage and
bravery and played a remarkable role. Soloman was killed in the
battle.43 Nasir Khan pursued a few fugitive Sikh soldiers 440wing
to sun set tne battle had ceased. It appears that this battle
remained indecisive. In a sudden and swift movement Ahmad
Shah Abdali together with his forces forded the river Beas and
enfered in the region of Bist Doab.45 On the way Nasir Khan
seen a few Sikh soldiers into the riverains but neither the Baluch

troops nor the Sikh soldiers initiated fight.46
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After appointing Ala Singh as the chief administrator of
girhind, Ahmad Shah Abdali alongwith his personal forces forded
the river Sutlej and stayed into the riverains 47 Secret Information
arrived regarding assemblage of a large number of Sikh troops at
chak Guru.48 He swiftly forded the river Sutlej and entered again
into Bist Doab. During his maich Sikh armies repeatedly
harassed, attacked49 and blocked his way:

They (the Sikhs) blocked the route of the royal armies.

the world astonished at their impertinence.s0

With a view to get rid of Ahmad Shah Abdali completely
the Sikh Sardars devised a strategy to separate the Shah from
Jahan Khan (commanding right wing)s1 and Nasir Khan
(commanding left wing).s52 For this purpose the Sikhs also
organized themselves in a regular battle array. In the centre was
Jassa Singh Ahluwalia who was fearlessly standing like a
mountain and close by him was the other Jassa Singh
Ramgarhia who looked like a lion in stature.53 There were many
Other associates with Jassa Singh Ahluwalia. On his right side
Were Charhat Singh Sukerchakia, Jhanda Singh Bhangi, Lehna
Singh ang Jai Singh Kanhiyas4 and on the left side were Ram
Das, Hari Singh Bhangi, Gulab Singh and Gujjar
S""9'1..55!3esides, the Sikh Sardars wanted to exploit the
deteriorating conditions of the Afghan soldiers who were prone to

Suffer from the scorching summer heat and consequently tireds6

Uring their long stay in the Punjab.
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From the right wing a small proportion of the Sy
nd Jahan Khan and his soldierg .
i

s abruptly ran away a
em. As @ result, how
ed. Meanwhile, the fugitiv

soldier o
ever, Jahan Khan's si beCame

to pursue th |
e Sikh soldie eturg
(

totally unoccupi
sitions again.

to their previous PO
5 firing of guns from both side: Anp,

There started

Shah Abdali called at Nasir Khan and ordered him ' ake

command of the unoccupied side of Jahan Khan ere y,

previously deputed as the commander of the right wing..

During the battle, Sayyid Nur Shahs9 was injured whi
Abdur Rehman of Haroonieo clan, Mir Khan Dinarié1 and Mitha
Khans2 were killed. In spite of the instruction of the Shah not
follow the fugitive Sikh soldiers, Nasir Khan proceeded furthert
pursue the fugitive Sikh soldiers. As a consequent, he wa
separated from the main part of the army and encircled by th
Sikhs.63 Unguarded on both sides especially at the right and le

Ahmad Shah Abdali remained exclusive in the centre to faceth

Sikh troops.

Regarding bloodshed, according to Qazi Nt
Muhammad, Bakhtiar Khan Patti and his soldiers killed 10 S*
S.OIdierS; the Afghan armies killed 500 Sikhs and Baluch sold®
.k'“ed 124 soldiers from the Sikh armies in this battle.64 !
Interesting to note that Qazi Nur Muhammad does not give &

concrete id i -
or solid Information with regard to the killings on the ¢
of the Afghan soldiers,
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The battle ceased after the Namaz of night.65 On the
next day, battle restarted early at the sunrise. The Sikhs changed
their positions contrary to the previous day.66 Similarly, the battle
between the Sikhs and Ahmad Shah Abdali constantly continued
for seven days. Ahmad Shah Abdali was unable to suppress the
power and influence of the Sikhs, and in disappointment, decided
to start retreating journey to Kabul and on the seventh day he
forded the river Beas. Ahmad Shah Abdali made no halt even at
Lahore. He swiftly and quickly forded the river Ravi on the same
day as.the Sikhs repeatedly harassed the rear of his army. This
phenomenon of repeated harassment to the forces of Ahmad
Shah Abdali continued even to the banks of the river Chenab
where most of his soldiers and military stores were drowned
away.67 It is interesting to note that Ahmad Shah Abdali was stil
in the Punjab when, in 1765, three Bhangi Sikh Sardars namely
Gujjar Singh, Lehna Singh and Sobha Singh occupied the
provincial capital Lahore and parcelled out among themselves
and struck a coin to mark their sovereign status. Qazi Nur
Muhammad testifies that the extension of the Sikh power was
totally and permanently established in the various parts of the
Punjab and their influence had extended upto Baluckistan
Ahmad Shah Abdali offered to Mir Nasir Khan and other Baluch
chiefs the territories of the Chenab, Jhang, Multan and the Deras
(Ghazi Khan and Ismalil Khan) as reward for their services. But

Such was the fear of the Sikhs instilled in their minds that all of
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accept the offer Apparently for fear of thejy
0

inst the rising P
wever, the account of Qazj Nus

them refused t
y to hold them agd

ower of the Sikhs,
inabilit

In this
Muhammad is very signi

pertaining to th
hmad Shah Abdali and his vas | chjgs

ofs e struggle of the Sikh Sardarg
various aspe

inst the invasion of A
n Baluch in the process t

Shah Abdali and rise of the Sil  owegr

aga

Mir Nasir Kha

o understand the ¢ ine o

political power of Ahmad

in the Punjab during the late eighteenth century.
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