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aple by eliminating himself. Mani was taken aback at th
is

sroument. He was ordered to be killed.

gut why was Manichaeism persecuted both before and after
islam? The answer is simple. Zoroaster accepted the dignity of
iabour and his teachings were based on the utility of man to man
and on the ultimate possibility of his achieving salvation within the
framework of society. His religion was, therefore, consistent with
the spirit of contemporary nationalism and was no hindrance to
the prosecution of wars by the country in which the religion was
born. Mani's teachings, on the contrary, were grossly ascetic. If
followed strictly, they would mean a complete retirement from life
which would hasten the end of the world. Such teachings could
not be accepted by the ruling class which flourished on wars and
military campaigns. Bahram significantly remarked: This man has
called for the destruction of the world. It is our duty, then, to

destroy him before he can achieve his end.

Mazdakism:

We have briefly dealt with two Persian religions. The third was
founded by Mazdak who appeared in Persia in about A.D. 487.
According to al-Tabari, he belonged to Nishapur. Mazdak also
believed in Light and Darkness but he preached a new kiﬁd of
dualism. The doctrine which startled the world was his theory of
complete equality. He believed that all human beings were born

equal and had, therefore, the right to live in complete equality.
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