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HAIDAR DUGHLAT'S ACHIEVEMENTS
ESPECIALLY IN THE LIGHT OF
TARIKH-I-RASHIDI

Mirza' Muhammad Haidar Dughlat* (or Oghlat) K
(Gurkan) Chaghatai Mughul was born in the year 905 AH=14q
AC at Tashqand the capital of the province then known g Shast
(or Chach). His father, Mohammad Hussain Gurgan Dughlat, hg
been made governor of Shash some six years before by Mahmy(.
the titular Khan of Manghulistan and Kashghar. On his mother
Khub Nigar Khanam’s side, Mirza Haidar was related 1o ¢ |
Emperor Babur. Khub Nigar was a daughter of Yunus Khan
Mughul and a younger sister of Qutlugh Nigar Khanam. the
mother of Babur® .

Mirza Haidar served his kinsman the Mongol ruler Sultan
Said Khan of Manghulistan as a solider and led several campaigns
in distant lands. He was dispatched along with Prince Shandar
Mirza (Sultan Said’s second son) to conquer Ladakh. Mirza
Haidar undertook an invasion first of Ladekh, then of Kashmir and
then of Baltistan and afterwards of Tibet proper. After subduing
Ladakh, a rapid march was made into Kashmir in about 153!
AC.,but the Mirza was obliged to leave Kashmir® |
After the Sultan Said Khan’s death in 1533, Mirza Haidar
thereafter abandoned Kashghar and transferred his services to the
- Mughals in India and proceeded to Lahore. ;
Here Mirza Haider was received by Babur’s son, Mirz?
Kamran, who received his to a position of honour and dignity:
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, the wernorship ol the Punjab. Mirza Haidar resided at
name'lgfor ag}ﬁm‘. According to Mirza [adar's own statement, he
was Wmﬂi@d by Kaji Chak, Abdul Magre and Rigi (Ross’s
rranslation has Zangi) chak of Kashmir, who were at variance with
the reigning Sultan and had found refuge in Punjab.  They
endeavored to procure, through Mirza Haidar’s influence. the
assistance of a body of Mughal troops to invade their own country.
and expel the obnoxious ruler. The scheme seems to have
commended itself to the Mirza Haidar’s judgment. After some
delay, he was able to descend into the valley in about.

Noverber 1540 AC = 947 AH’. He obtained possession of
Kashmir without striking a single blow, thus at once becoming, to
all intents and purposes king of the valley®.

Mirza Haidar’s Rule in Kashmir lasted for about eleven
years (1540-51 AC). During his period, he established peace,
order and good government in the country. Few medieval rulers of
Kashmir did so much for the promotion of art and culture Kashmir
as Mirza Haidar. He was in this respect, a great admirer of Zainul-
Abidin and tried to follow in his foot steps’. He sends for artists
and craftsmen from different countires and revived arts which had
been languishing due to continuous civil wars. He patronized men
of learning, and appointed teachers in every village for the
education of children. He built a number of mosques in Srinagar
with baths (Haman). He also constructed magnificent a man of
many accomplishments. He excelled in penmanship, painting and
various kinds of hand work. He was a great lover of music and
introduced in to Kashmir various types of musical instruments’.
According to Jahingir, Mirza Haidar’s court was celebrated for

skilled musicians'®. i
~ But Haidar Dughlat’s reputation and permanent fame rests
on the books he wrote and the contribution he made to the
-dwﬁlqpmgm of the fine arts. Mirza Haidar was a prolific wri.ter
and an excellent poet. He wrote prose and poetry in both Persian
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and Turkish with equal case and wn!_pf:tcmc ;
quatrain hc:st depicts his attitude towards life:

il | yut in remain in " |
“One who falls in love ou ‘ the Chaing of I

L sormow;

One of

An amorous person should endure the sufferings Wit
e ce; .
fﬁrmﬁgewl':::r that was not possible) either he should pack up -
. Jeave the lanes of the beloved |
Or he should keep away and be seldom seen in those by Janes
b Besides the Tarikh-i-Rashidi which he compogeq o
Persian, he is also regarded as the author of the anonymous Jahay
Nama, a metrical treatise on Geography in Turkey, which he A
id to have written during his stay in Badakhshan in 1508-913
e

It was during those years of his stay in Kashmir that Mip,
aidar Dughlat wrote his Tarikh-i-Rashidi which may be regarded
he history of the Moghul Khans of Central Asia, the easter
h of the Chaghatais who separated themselves about the year
from the main stem of the Chaghatai, which was then the
dynasty in Transoxiana; and it is the only history known to
f this branch of the Moghuls'*.
The first part of the Tarikh-i-Rashid is called by its
Iplished author Tarikh-i-Asl, or the Real History. It was
in Kashmir in 1544 and 1545 AC. And was completed
bruary 1546, or five years after his installation as regent of
r. Furhter additions were made between March 1546 and
ary 1547=953 AH. In this work, the prolegomena of Sharaf-
1 Yazidi’s Zafar Nama have been extensively used. The first
led Daftar) is entirely historical and contains a record of
finct and parallel dynasties (1) that of the Khan's of
listan beginning with Tughluk Timur, who reigned from
. 9% 10 1362 and whose father. [san Bugha was the first ©0
parate from the main Chaghatai stem and (2) of their vassals, (e
Jughlat Amirs of Eastern Turkistan's
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mﬂmlld part which the Mirza stvles Mukhtasar or the
aitame’ was Written in 1541-42 AC 948 ATl and is twince f‘ni-
wgt‘ﬂ)&ﬁﬁlmd contains Mirza Ilaidar’s record of his Jife
' “ fmes. The first was written after the sccond part had ‘,—\,'.:7,.:‘_
.ted the history was named after ‘Abdul Rashid Khan the
mot‘l(ashghar Bfidithe eldest son and successor of Sultan Said

The Tarikh-i-Rashidi was not written “for effect or for the
indulgence of a taste for literature™. The work is an earnest one
The author, no doubt intended that it should be, before evervthing
else, a clear and complete exposition of the times he had set
himself to chronicle. On the work he has been successful, and has
produced a record that, in point of usefulness. will bear comparison
with most of those of Asiatic authors who have occupied
themselves in the same field from the thirteen century to the
seventeenth.

In the opinion of Amin Razi, a critic writing in the sixteen
century, Haidar Daughlat’s Tarikh-i-Rashidi “enjoys universal
esteem”. The reader is immediately enchanted by the lucidity,
frankness and pleasant style of writing. The author shares all his
woes with his readers with same intensity as he does his joys and
his frivolous activities, his happy moments and moments of sober
reflection. Haider Dauglat was greatly influenced by the Arabic
style of writing history in which truthfulness and usul-i-isnad are
as important as the descriptions of a geopolitical and socio-
€conomic nature.,

 The Tarikh-i-Rashidi is 1n fact a fine blend of
utobiography, memoir and with his readers of history. The author
makes no effort to be displomatic in present‘ilj.g facts. The work:
therefore, belongs neither to the category of ‘Intentional records

nor to official biographies.

" Hiadar’s Tarikh consists of various kinds qf
nation gathered from different sources. Before writing his
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history, he seems to have had consulted people CXlengiy,
the subject.

His History covers a very large areg Which eXten,
Western Turkistan, Bukhara, Fargana, Provinges Gor
Kashghar, Eastern Turkistan, Lgdakh, [bet, Bahistan_ Tlr.e{..n_
Badakhshan, Afghanistan, Kashmir and northern [ndig, Conty: b
references to even more distant regions.

Haider’s work differs from other contemporary Wit
that he restricts himself exclusively to the Mongolg If,
personalities or events which are discussed by him appear .
the context of the Mongols.

Haider Dughlat has great comman
book is full of candid descriptions and fel;
well as puns and flourishes. The usage of hi

T
Imr,-;,-l%_
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d over language; hi
citous CXpressiong %
S excellence ip Writine

vast meanings.

Surprisingly, Dughlat chose to wri
though in his time the Turkish language w
central Asia, even Babur wrote hjs aut

Turkish. The motivating factor in chosing Persian was mainly the |
I ich he was writing his book. In India. Turk

te his work in Persian
as widely read valued i

S Work has considerable s gnificance fg’ hu;
§ of Mongol or Mughal history whic

aq ..
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pd upon by Hander Dughlat There is for Instance
it of the rcavons leading 10 Babur's surrender of
“',to Shaibani Khan. Babur himself refers 1o this
ptic manner saving that it those days of

Chanam fell into the hands of Shaibani K han
or, gives the details (which are confirmed
haibani had demanded Khanzada K hanar
ransom or in exchange for his own |ife

§I}Ch as Karawanas, Jetah, Kazags.
Qu:hm, Imak are frequcmly mentioned in our sources, the
Tm’kh-a—Rmhxda is one of t
“explanations for these unfamilia  terms and titles. Some times
Dlghlat Haidar gives very M«c information relating social
structure and mal groups. F ce, he refers to four classes

- Tumam, Kuchin, Imak and

i ity
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an the Monogol ruler, he criticizes
p with the Uzbeg Shaiban,

( has in fact been rated as a begt
‘carries with 1t a conviction of honesty’ [{31” his Origg
assessing his own character. © A fe ; 5 by

hlm f‘ir L
by

a\bdur-qulnd Kh
mtimacy and friendshi
Hndn l)uuhld

His history
and large honest in

Notes ai and References:
01 When “Mirza™ is placed before a
“ name l'[ m

“Mr.” or “Esq.” and has about the

word * I\han when used by Pers:anssag}eﬂf;ggégcancc as

by Hindustani Muslims of all classes, at th €r Class | y

When placed after a name, it is equivalent t € present ,,

is so used only by persons belonging to a relgnligfflce
amily

02. “Dughlat” is describ
_ ed as one of the firs
zlfe SrlyatDmb}c]:J though the etymology of thisal?avrna;:n (peOp‘—-
aghlat were renowned fi el
ol or the nobilji o
| "pmpiqzl tyanacri1 : hfx?age (Sharafati nasb-o- htgsl;f i
R affinity (qarabat-o-waslat) of -
i ple) with the great rulers. T T
more d
etails of Mirza Haidar’s life, see the introduct
uction

- by Mr. Ne
7 y Elias to Sir D
- of the Tarikh-i-R enison Ross’s Engli -
< -i-Rashidi glish Translation |
TR. Introduction; Gl

» “he
mposmon was endeavored with a redf
e | lnverseaswellasprose,
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under the Sultans. P =225
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nd Kashir, P - 203-04.

hammad Haidar Dughlat, the Traikh-i-Rashidi
‘Denison Ross Published by A. Sagar Book
lew Delhi First Indian Edition — 1991
2. GM.D. Sofi , Kashir Vol-I, Capital Pubhshmg House
Mewlelhl_ 1996
| w‘ﬁw Mohhibul Hasan, Kashmir under the Sultans, Published
by(iulshan Publishers Srinagar First Edition — 2002;

Bia 'M.L. Kapur, The History and Culture of Kashmir, Jay
~ Kay Book Hml:se Jammu, Second Edition — 1992;

% ‘Abu-i-Fazl, The Akbar Nama Vol-I, trans. H. Published
by Beveridge, Saeed International (Regd.) New Delhi
~ Edition -1989; |

% Wilham Erskine, History of India under Humayun Book

47, Published by New Taj Office Delhi — 1989 Edition;

Aohammad Kasim, Tarikh-i-Farishta, trans, John

Pu _.ﬁshed by Low Price Publication Delhi

Zubaida Jau, z& Crltlcal Evolution of the Kashmir

icted in Tarikh-i-Rashidi dissertation for

iversity of Kashmir - 1981;

al. A-In-I-Akbari, trans. H. Blochmann,
w Low Price Publication Delhi — 1997

i :.'?'Haft Iqlim, Vol-III, Edited by Jawad
_-Ali Akbar I[lmi Publications Iran.



