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Influence of Shahnama on Persian
Literature Produced in Kashmir

Firdowsi is sometimes called the Homer of Iran. He is
considered 10 be one of the great epic poets who flourished
n Iran. His main contribution to the Persian Language and
Literature is “Shahnama” in which he incorporates most of
the heroic legends of early Iran, earning thereby an
sverlasting fame for himself. He very confidently professes
o have preserved the ancient history by writing Shahnama
which deals with the legends and deeds of ancient heroes of
persia. While dealing with such deeds and legends he
admits that by reconstructing Iran’s royal history and reviving
the tales of its legendary heroes he not only made a unique
contribution but also immortalized these heroes.
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The Shahnama is virtually the result of Firdowsi's more
than thirty years continuous labour as he says:
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, This master-piece was not composed, &S some
r olars have wrongly opined, in hope of receiving SOmE:
®Ward from Mehmood Ghaznavi - the most powertu
Monarch of his times. Firdowsi had started composing - the

3hnama on his own and neither directed by & one to
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compose Nof compelled to do so, hence the question "
reward did not arise.

The work of Firdowsi owes its popularity in the Persian
spoken world to its vide range of peculiarities. It has rightly
been considered as the national epic of Persia. E.G. Browne
considers this work as “the prototype and model of all epje

poetry in the lands of Islam".

According to Reuben Levy "Firdowsi's poem however
by the extent and wealth of its contents was marked out for
greatness, and the ardent patriotism which it breathes, made
it the national epic of Persians"2

Firdowsi says:
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Firdowsi has efficiently chosen th
e most suitable
rhythm and metre in his work, i.e.

;22;5? A metre has added to its. quality and made it @
Firdo::v:s'ig wogd literature. It may be pointed out here that
hahnama, Asadi Tusi's Gurshasap Nama,

Nizami's Sikander Na .
are all in the same rhyt?:-. :::g rf:t?: s Shahan Shah Nama

The Shahnama contains |
c;n[ture, civilization, knoyvledg: ::\cérmtm;x:t::;o:':ﬂ%
0 |t; writer. Besides, if these ancient historical events had
not been recorded by Firdowsi in his shahn there would
have been apprehensions of losing then?\m:l:ld thus, the
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| - f Persia would ha
ent history © ve not been ayaj ‘
ig;plete form. available in

The Shahnama laid deep impression :

e and has played a vital role in tr?: g\‘,:h?rslan
language. |t laid a great impact on the evolutii? >
terature in Kashmir also. Many Persian poet:gff
ve tried to compose Shahnamas or mathanavis
n imitation gnq pursuance of Firdowsi. Among the Kashmiri
oets WhO imitated Sh_ahnama, are Abdul Wahab Shaiqg
Mulla Mohammad Taufiq, Rehmat-ullah Navid, Mulla Rahij'
Mulla Ashraf Bulbul. | Some p_oets have outrightly criticizeci
the work of Firdowsi for having legendary and unrealistic
fables in it. For example Sheikh Yaqoob Sarfi — a well
nown poet of Akbar's times, has written a mathanavi
~amely Maghazi Un-Nabi pertaining to the wars fought by
Prophet Mohammad (SAW) in imitation of Shahnama. While
criticizing Firdowsi and his Shahnama he says:
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PerSian Li
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Notwithstandi '« Firdowsi's ghahnama has
anding all this, FlrdOV; s world in cluding

been tr :
nslated into many languages kgt
shmiri. |ts versified Kashmiri transtation has beeri d
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iini th 1335 AH = 191 k|
parray Hajini (Death 13559 4
by Abdul Waha P pubished twice in Kashmir :?
md':::t to note that Firdowsi's shahnan;g " 'm‘ﬁ'\jﬂo 80
perti the length of the poem is concerned and of
far as five thousand verses. Abdul Wahab p.,,.’

more than fifty hole Shannama into

: condense the who o 16,825
has m;:a:?ng a large portion of the original text un-noficeq
mis considered to be the main defect of this Kaghmyg

version or translation. 4

The Persian Language and literature entered
in the beginning of 14" Century A.D. with the advent of Istam
during Shahmiri Kings. It acquired general adoption during
the reign of Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin (Death 1420 AD) who was
one of the greatest kings of this dynasty. He was a leamed
scholar and patron of art and literature. His patronage was
confined not only to Muslims but also Hindu scholars who
were rewarded for their eminence. Bodhi Bhata was first
leamed non-Muslim Kashmiri scholar who had mastered
Shahnamg of Firdowsi and used to recite it to the delight of
Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin. It may not be out of place to mention
here that Shahnama writing is very old tradition in Kashmir.
The first Shahnama, known as Rajtarangni, was composed
by Kalhan Pandit (Death 1148 A.D.) in the 12 Century AD.
Kalhan wrote Rajtarangni or shahnama in Sanskrit language.
During the reign of Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin. Juna Ra
composed Rajabali (1412 A D ). '
-)- an account of the King.

v E:‘

seven poets: boarg Consisted of the .;.



01. Abdul Wahab Shaiq;

02. Mulla Muhammad Taufig,

03. Rehmat-ullah Banday Navid,

04. Mohammad Ali Khan Mateen;

05. Mulla Rahij;

06. Mullah Rafi Mantji (Death 1177 AH - 1763 A D )
07. Mohammad Jan Beigh Saami. e

Abdul Wahab Shaiq (Death 1768 A.D.) wrote a
cersified history of Kashmir or shahnama-e-Kasmir under the
itle Reyaz-ul-Islam. This portion of Shahnama consists of
about 6000 couplets. This book, known as Tarikh-e-Shaig,
was composed by him in 1177 AH. A MSS copy of Reyaz-
Jllslam is preserved in the J&K Academy of Art, Culture and
Languages Srinagar. This work is one of the important epics
composed in Firdowsi's style, some selected verses are

given below:
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Mohammad also known as Taufig s

Mulla Lal : hmiri. Sukh Jiwan M
xt to ghani Kashmirl. SLUKN Jwan Maj m
Leir%aiizdpa:ecgureate the high position In his cout g

: " he composed a math

imitation of Firdowsi's Shahnama, i Navi
Irmttif::a:gn“Tarikh-e—Kashmlr , One copy of which is preseryeq
en ot library of the Research and Librarie.

in the manuscri _ :
Department, University of Kashmir, Srinagar.

The present MSS, consisting of about 2000 verses,
gives a detailed account of the reign of Sultan Yousuf Shah
Chak (dethroned 1586 A.D.) of the Chak dynasty to the eng
of Alamgir (Aurang Zaib) in Kashmir. This epic has a liter
as well as historicalimportance. The fragment quoted below
pertains to Sultan Yousuf Shah Chak who was addicted to
wine and would listen to music always even at the time of
war imposed on Kashmir by the troops of Mughal emperor
Akbar in 984 A H.
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, ja Sukh Jiwan Mal al -

inted bY Raja . also has co

ePo shahnama_e-Kashmlr. An incompletemr:;tged e

th ama of Kashmir by Saami is preserved in u?-f
e

hn : i
gha h and Libraries Department (presently situated at

gearC ; . 5
Ugi\/ersity of Kashmir) which opens with the following verses

Cwh ch king Laltadhitiya is assending the thrown:
ae-'r"'f; ol el S, 8 0 sty 48
A S Y e Tl LTS
i y3) 2 sl H3) 2 mqb;ju";ﬁjb-‘me
7ol o ol g OnS @udgSa A ol e

Another poet of merit who belongs to this period is Mir
saad-ullah Shahabadi who has composed Bagh-e-

Sulaiman, (gleades EL-‘) in which he writes that the rulers
and officers of his times had lashed a reign of terror in the
State. Due to this oppression and tyranny Kashmir had

turned into a desert. He says: A

80‘ﬁ}|J|_<_LA.J;‘;..\j.__ﬁ_ :
Saad-ullah's another work is somewhat larger in size.

This mathnavi opens with the following verses and depict the

miserable and politically bad condition of his times:
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danle g ph a8 gl deslad Aun iy o
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congy2mid-ullah Shah Abadi (Death 1748 A
tions of political turmoil in Kahmir, in ¥



ailed and therefore, despondency
isting conditions can be perceiy, edar!d
l

confusion prev
d the following mathnayjg .
In

discontent with the ex
He composé

his verses.
Persian:
. Akbar nama,
2. Shakeristan,
3 Chai Nama
4. Radi Shia
S. Bé_fg@} Nama.

Among all his works; the two mast '
Ldfan;gdand Bebuz Nama have been co'mpoggdpilr?(:;:r:s? o
Nam: igwsrs shahnama (one manuscript copy of Aigce
e makezrﬁisserved in the Muslim University Aligarh Libra :
" Frarindied gountrymeq feel to defend for their rights aryzi
- g Hamidves prominence for this type of patri?j
vy Chaiat:;:yis the attention of the reader asohg
Shahnama. He says: fig nidte,mhythme et R
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Another celebrated poet who COMposed *

p imitation of Shahnama Firdows| |g Mulla Moharny

ashraf Bulbul (Death in 1756 AD), perhaps the "o p
of Kashmir who composed the tragedy and LIV

of Imam Hassan and Imam Hussain in epic,

Rmu.m..

following quintet (Khamsa). He wrote the
1. Arzan Heemal
2. Hasht Asrar
3. Mehr-o-Mah
4  Hasht Tamheed
5. Raza Nama.

But out of these mathnavis, only Raza Nama seems to
nave survived to our times and this deals with martyrdom of
imam Hussain and the tragic death of Imam Hassan. This

mathnavi consists of 10,000 couplets as Bulbul himself
states

12)pu,(;o..hcura,s _,L.&fa;uhaglalul»

~ According to the poet, as he believes, the only .ﬂ;
which keeps a man alive in the world, is either M
orthe generosity (Charity). He says: e
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The book opens with the following verses which are i

praise of Almighty God:
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The tragedy of poisoning Imam Hassan has
expressed by poet with grief in these words:
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yage and Iftera_ture. MOh!mm.d Jan
';SE,., Jahan Nama into Persian verse byt dﬁ“tgl; tra
ine year 1646 A D. this work could not pe °°mplc|t'¢d
his death this assignment was taken UP and compie -

Apu Tallb Kaleem.

among other prominent Persian poets .
wributed to Persian literature by addﬁ'lg to ?JQK:;:;"F'," who
tion may be made of Pandit Taba Ram whose nom
me-was Turki. Following verses from his Munajat are in
e rhythm and metre of Shahnama;
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~ The available evidences reveal that Shahnama has
nfluenced the culture, social life, customs of Kashmir as well
3 its language to a great extend. The Kashmiri people have

Persian/Pahalvi words and customs to e 50y
"at these have become a part of Kashmiri languag® .o
,‘;‘.‘““'0-_ Following are some technical terms t
l ;fdowsu in his Shahnama and are being USES =&

NQuage as well:
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me famous kings mentioned j,
r for their achievements:

A5 ‘plin

names of.so _
Shahnz:a are known 1M Kashm;‘ bt ¢
i YT s o i s 1 1745
shahnama who have earned fame in Kashmir for thejr

bravery are as under: ; ‘
L il ‘il ) G g pa d‘J.
The following places mentioned in Firdowsi's

Shahnama are familiar in Kashmir.
s ‘ol ol ‘f-znb ‘ol ‘Rl ‘o

The impact of the verses of Shahnama on the Persian
literature produed in Kashmir is so much that a good number
of verses from Shahnama are being quoted by the common
people of Kashmir in their day to day affairs. This practice is
prevalent even now and it seems that it must have a tradition
behind it. However, mention may be made of the following
verses which are commonly and frequently used by the
people:

343l 3  Ja bl Ayl dS aagalilys
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The peopl o BRgutey e Ee
inﬂuencedpb ;:he and the soclety in Kashmir have also been
days when K‘; he Shahnama. It is said that during ancient
o & B Tac i was engulfed in cold winters, inhabitants
in a communit a: Y used to assemble at a particular place of
Shahnama : |a" and one person who had mastered the
from it to th \néou'd 'écite the verses and legendary stories
their ofﬁciale de"ght of the people. The kings used to issue
i i orders (Farmans) during peace and war times in
Check (d and pattern of Shahnama. Once Yousuf Shah

(dethrowned in 1586 A . } - o praminent king ot
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ty in Kashmir was dece

k. ynas eceived i 7l

C';ﬁeral namely Abdal Bhat, Yousuf Shap bxrortns Military
ng versified letter. It is worth mentionin € him the

Iﬁgfr‘g' and rhythm used PY YOL{SUf Shah are tr?ehse:n:eh\?ht'he
nave been adopted by Firdowsi in his Shahnama: 5
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ording to him ignorance is a cursé on man



T 1
d learning it i g -‘
knowledge an | ifficyy
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ctter of fact there is hardly any pogt
attentigz Erlw—,\r: r:tot been ettractqd by Flrdpwsi’s vi Who.,
regarding knowledge and learning. Sheikh _YaQUb Sharf
Kashmiri is one of such poets. He expresses his Sentimente
with regard to the knowledge in the following lines:

without pr
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One of the main features of Shahnama is that the
author, whenever intends to describe or give the details of
the fighting heroes, he illustrates very vividly the triumphs
and like a movie, the scene reveals in the readers mind.
This tendency has also been illustrated by the poets of
Kashmir who took their inspiration from Shahnama, and it

seems as if the scenes are being revived in miniature.
For example;

ol il pxias 5, gﬁeﬁhmrﬁd"u‘
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rerature in the subcontinent.
l

epic mathnavi or Shahnamg Navisj
wsas ntroduced and hundreds of words

adopiea by the Kashmiri poets in their poems

shmiri language and literature also got enrich
::w words, trends, thoughts ang ideas, ed by the
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