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wali meaning 'near' i.e. the one who is near to God), Pandit
Ksitimohan Sen and the poet Tagore have emphasized that
aspect of the Baul songs where mystery of the infinite being
defined in the terms of the finite has been very naively and nicely
expressed and the pangs of the human heart for the union with
the 'Man of the heart' (maner manus) has dominated 4 as in the

mous couplet of Maulana Rum:
08 e el Laailas 5l 05 acla gy ) sl

(Listen to tales of the flute: moaning the pangs of separation)

fa

Strikingly similar to the yearning of a Sufi to ultimately get united
with the Supreme Beloved or the almighty, Dr. Shashibhushan
Das Gupta underlines the fact that out of Bauls' doctrines and

practices, their search for the 'unknown bird' (acin pakhi) that

mysteriously comes in and goes out of this cage of the human

body, emerged as the most striking feature. This life-long search

for the 'unknown bird' got itself mingled with the Vashnavite and

Sufistic devotional approach to the divinity.5
As it was a noticeable feature in the development of Sufism in the

Islamic world that it initially grew as a deviation and revolt against

the rigid and orthodoxical taboos and rituals in Islam, the Bauls

have also been called somewhat strange people, peculiar in their

manners and customs, habits and practices. They refuse to be

guided by any cannon or convention, social, or religious.

Freedom of spirit is their watch-word and they take to an

Unsophisticated way of life in which the more natural inclinations
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