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Igbal’s philosophy of "SELF"

iven to the efforts of Probip
: is the name given 9
Philosophy IS

deep into the nature of things and phenomena and of arrivin‘g
at the final and ultimate reality of the same. And by self jq
meant what one is. Thus it is clear that in answer tq the
question as to what islgbal's philosophy of self we hayg to
discuss what did Iqbal think about self and what is the final ang
ultimate reality of self he ascertained after he pProbed deep intg
it.

lgbal was a born philosopher and g born poet and the
relation between hig philosophy ang poetry is clear i;e his

Philosophical views and ideas foung €Xpression in the

language of his Poetry. To the Muse of 2oetry he offereq

various topics oyer which he mysed and . sed ang formed

his own views ang Ideas. These

the topics wh;



of thinking throughout his i
e

IS the ma

reation, hj - n,
c . his Position jp, the the PUrpoge o N

Univerg

e, hj .
creator=Allah anq thq Creation = ¢ 'S Telatio, With hig

|
Us| and therein Comes

others and found out and paved one of own . This is a very
important phase of his self. He felt it 4 chastisement o tread
~on the path of others and has therefore advised his follower to

carve out one of his own.
Uas 31 e Lf i 8Y;
e e P Al
Hence, for self he ingeniously used if not coined- the

word (§:# avoiding the beaten track of using the most popular

g by all
word f till then very freely and frequently used by

i is.That is the
philosophers, theosophists, thedogians and Sufis

£ If we pause here just

first distinction of his philosophy of sl
btle difference

i d su
for a minute to make out the minute an
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between the two SynonymOUS words(/” and dﬁf.We Shall Seg

nat the word §:# being a derivative of the word i i 1, @
a ,

_b.lime, noble, splendid, grand glorious, impressiy,
a sub- ' )

dignified and sanctified word for human self pointing tq his
divine and God-like capabilities and connotations as COMpareq

u/ai which detonates all sorts of self, say noble anq

material and spiritual , animg|

with
ignoble, virtuous and vicious

and human self and implies simultaneously greater inclination

towards, passion, VicCe, criminal capabilities and mora]

turpitude. This is one greater grace and elegance of the

human self which Igbal has with the gift of his gab revealed.

This wordd)? has elevated and exalted a man's position in the

universe and it is a very meritorious service done to mankind

by Igbal.

In the elucidation of the wow:.f;_:“.vi""’i all earthly and worldly
scholars have shown the man to have been created and

constituted of matter |.e clay and water on one hand and the

spirt on the other and to be a sum total of body and soul with

reate '
g r aptitude for wrong , and have ignored or lost sight of

his divi i |
ine self which according to them has been darkened by

its confine :
ment in | so to say , the dungeon of the animal,

dusty, dangy. torn: 3
9¥. torpid and jystfy| selfall u’d Igbal the etherial

philosopher ang t '
he poetic prophet cannot afford to differ from
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\

them in th
€ point of g Man having b
een Creat
e

water . But he despises 4 d of gy ang

man for looking down

and deeming himggs to 0 his oy g

be dust ang Water

incapable of heavenly Strides ang i

2% he rebukes a man--

U LG 8 S
How long thoy countest thyself dyst and water?
.

And mJ/"”(.L; he says:-

.:/r;rjv./u!,jf&,’l_}

Thou says that Adm s created of dust:-
O u[ﬂk e

Is a caplive in the world of to be and not to be:-
b Se I B,

Yes, but > e miracles he possesseth.

And in other ver:
Q/L; A (;T s
sl ey
If an Adm deemeth himself dusty divine light in him is dead

' tle of
lgbal's greatness lies in his making Igbal an apos

odigy of nature by teaching ab
entirely contrary and

out
the philosophy of self , a pr

self a philosophy directly opposite and

' is
predecessors. His doctriné of self

contradictory to the of his
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an.innovation of his own . It has caused the world to whjy, wit
|

and has given a sensational puzzle to the inte"-,gemi l
al,

rst appearance the "ASRAR!I KHUDJ"

wonder

tOok by

west thought so highly of it 4
af

To quote "on its fi

storm the East and

Prof.Nicholson wroté to lgbal for permission to prepare a

English translation of the same. Why so ? Because |gpq

declared self so precious 2 thing as merited to be Nurtureq

nourished and developed and rendered a valuable capitg| o

say to be animated . cefined exalted and rendered mog

venerable even in the eye of God so that He may ask of thi

sort of self c‘-L:'/L’u d/:"L? it is not to be effaced , annihilateq |

crushed and killed as hitherto taught by Reshis, Sofis, Saints

and Sages .

One who denied his own Ego and self and minimized its
importance was declared and decreed by Igbal as a greater

infidel than an atheist.

Oh ! what a great courage it is to say:-
Wi BV ;‘
> LS8 }
An attiest is decreed infidal by a Mulla
A self denying person a greater infidal to me.
In a very beautiful parable of sheep and tiger in Uf’_’;jl/

he has moralized that "negation of the self is @ Doctriné
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the universe originates in self and the Continuation of |jf
Ot lite of a||

individuals depends on strengthening the self

lgbal made self as the only important thin .

‘or man and
advised him.
U 0z i) 5,
ORIV 18 (W
Turn round thy own self like compasses.
On the - of life step fearlessly. In this wide world
there is none - -~ than thyself.
In his < ihusiasm for self which he attached utmost

importance, being the theme round which his whole
0 f
philosophy, faith and conviction rotate, he goes to the extent

ed
commending the satan who stands condemned and accurs

ity | when
both by man and God. The satan's vanity 1S wounded |
created of dust and his

commanded to prostrate before Adam
efiance of the

is d
eqo's this sort of wound is healed up by his

ostrate. His egoistic hymn

divine command and refusal to pr




which he felishes to melodiously sing is:-
r/. I’JT,: o/fﬁ ¢Jht (,5/}’
2T £ b bl
Of light | am . a fool not to prostrate to Adam, he js by
constitution dust and I am of fire origin.
In Hallaj's slogan of the so called blasphemy of L}J'L‘I

lgbal has heared the echo of his own teaching and preaching

about self .the slogan is the assertion of the un-imaginable ang
infinite powers and potentialities of & the worshiping creature
i e. human SELF and its stupendous capacity of flight to the

inconceivable position of the union with 187" the worshipped

creator the Almighty or as lab=! fimself put it "to the realization

and bold affirmation in an - phrase of the reality and
permanence of the human < -~ 5 profounder personality”
This paradoxical approbaticr of the infernal satan and

blasphemy of Hallaj has caused the scholars to dance in
ecstasy of stand dumb confounded . This is the topmost
height of the poetical vision which none so far has, perhaps,
attained .

lgbal has praised our great Gani of Kashmir not for his
poetical talent but for his mania of closing up his Door of the
house bolting it from inside when in and throwing it open when

out in utter disregard of his movable property therein. It is
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Two men looked from Prison bars
Cne saw the mud, the other stars
~hal saw the stars in human self
And others the mud.

et



