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Keeping in mind the quoted couplet, which is
quite relevant till today, and prior to presenting a paper on
the above title, it seems necessary to cite some
explanations of the term "Humanism".(G»ub! JSi142)

The most tender, finest, revered and
"HUMANISM". It is

d only rather this

essential trait of human personality is
not confined or limited to the mankin
quality is found in all the living creature

Enc ‘o : :
yclopaedia" explains Humanism as under :-
| Humanism is "Philosophical and literary movement
IN whi .

hich man and his capabilities are the central concern.

s. "New Columbia

Th .
® term was originally restricted to @ point of view

Prey
alent among thinkers of renaissance 14th - 16th

Centy L
'y A.D.) This distinctive characteristics of

75



s g5

hb;,, s

Renaissance humanism was its emphasis on classjcg
en ! ‘ |
tudies or the humanities and consclous return {0 classicy
s ‘

iqeals and forms. The movement led to a resiudy of the

scriptures and gave impetus to the Reformation. Modern

usage of the term has had
contemporary emphasis are of lasting human values,

cultivation of the classics and respect for scientific

knowledge." (7)
We see that the philosophical and literary

nts centered at the human being and their

diverse meanings, but some

moveme
abilities have been acclaimed as Humanism. Among the

philosophers of the renaissance period this terminology
remained limited only to the human society and classical
studies.
In the "Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics",
James Hastings has defined Humanism as below :-
"Humanism in philosophy is opposed to Naturalism
and Absolutism. It designates the philosophic attitude
which regards the interpretation of human experience as
the primary concern of all philosophizing and asserts the
adequ'acy of human knowledge for this purpose'.
- E\Z :;‘rmlzr::isnwere one and.all scholar'.s, \'Nith F;
beauty of form ang thj o é Jenine appreCla.tlon Ot
nothing which had eye U.ght with the generous belief th2
| I interested the human mind could

7L



wholly lose its vitality . The,
'€y rebelled against the
parrenness and dogmation of medievalism "(6)
V‘Vhlle- J.A.Cud.d?n has presented the meaning of
Humanism in the "Dictionary of Literary Terms" as below :-
"In its more extreme forms humanistic attitudes

regarded man as the crown of creation’.

'At its best, humanism helped to civilize man to
make him realise his potential powers and gifts and to
reduce the discrepancy between potentiality and
attainment. It was a movement that was at once a product
of and a counteraction to a certain prevalent scepticism, a
way of dealing with the disequilibrium created by the

conflicts between belief and doubt. Humanism turned out

to be a form of philosophy which concentrated on the

perfection of a worldly life, rather than on the preparation

for an eternal spiritual life". (5)
In the New Columbia Encyclopaedia, the human

being and their talents have been taken as the central
Point while in the Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics,
.the interpretation of human experience and its reformation
'S the main concern, whereas according to J.A.Cuddon in
the Dictionary of Literary Terms, the movement OfF
p.r?greSSiO" of Humanism has served to educate and
::::irz:.the human being and arouse the responsiveness of

idden and dormant capabilities and ultimately to
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t(ransitory hfe He has denigq g
18

bring perfection 1n this
prvpmntion for an eternal spirtu 1l hife which negates e
basic principle of religions.

The instinct of Humanisi
purposeful and broade,

) is more or less found i,

every individual but its
the social organisation or the

implementation by the ruler,
is commendable for the welfare of

individuals in power,
most beloved creation of the

the human being, the

Almighty.
e beginning of human life on earth, the

Right from th
the "Good" and the "Evil" have been

two rival powers-
g the life, but ultimately the "Good" succeeds.

envelopin
This exhortation has been elaborately discussed by the
Prophet, Zoroaster, around the 6th/ 7th century B.C.
Islam is the first religion on earth in which Human
Rights have been given serious protection. The Holy
Quran ( UT; ), the most authentic glorious and religious
codified document is available without any modification,
alteration, amendment or change what-so-ever. And the
Holy tradition / narration of Qur-an, i.e. the Hadith ( &c# )
are the illuminating stars for the proper guidance of
Humanity to the real most and truest path leading
oy Prophet et oharmma ¢ ot e b 0
him, had delivered a m:::mad Dt be.on
orable sermon ( -¥ ) which

e



contained the perpetual and sinna; 4o,
charter of Human Rights. It wzs e ~ice o0 |
document i.e the Quran.

The Emperors, Kings, rulers anc men of prwar oo
be, have always been exploiting the humznisy for thair
personal gains. As per the available documant, Iran is the

first country in the world where Cyrus ( _Jx % ) the
great ( 550-528 B.C.), the founder of the Achaemini

=

dynasty, had approved and declared the Human Rights. In
1878 A.D. in the excavation of Babilonia a mud built baked
column has been found at the place named Oor ( .+ ). On
this 45 cm column, there is an inscription in Babilonian
language and cuniform script ( fb’ ) which contains the
moral virtues and Humanist declaration of Cyrus, the
Great. This written document has been accepted as the
First Charter of Human Rights by the United Nations
Organisations and has been translated in all the
languages of the United Nations in 1971. (2)
The literature of Iran, all through the history, has
Contained this pious and virtuous human quality i.e. the
love ang respect for human values. After the spread of

I : : .
Slam it got wider and more popular literary pursuits. Islam
Co
: "Pletely negates all the discriminations of caste, creed,
ati
tion and Ianguage etc and in the flashlight of aayat- (1)
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All the distinctions, manifest or hidden, material and

others disappeared from the scene of Islamic way of life,

In the verses of mystcs and sufi poets of lran the

most delicate and sublime thought of human values and

s are abundant. Maulavi advises to

humane qualities
foresake the outward world and superfluity for finding

Reality and Unity -

il el g ..:/’7 (}b‘ 79
e el :/// &b* /)
e P ok L L
o Lf,; Y] ot [u"‘dL

Maulana-ye-Rum sees Truth and Reality (

- 34 ) as the sun which is for all without discrimination :-

v

a9 LT £
e < b f e
ST B TR
S 3 iy 5SS f!’
“UT wg @ o L L
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This feeling of oneness, unity of human being and
the nice behaviour is an especial trait of the Iraniane

Sanai ( {-) expresses like this : -

d./ L} dlﬂ‘ ._4[:,/ -‘L“O:’

v{/-/ A'( WY r,.

Hazrat Khaja Abdullah Ansari , presents the sea in a

cup : -

-

T PEE4
\

- b‘lh:’

UL /"'?u’:du VL/:JU' /:ﬁ ‘Lf,(f‘u’,: B! /.ﬁ”

And then Sa'di sings :-
IR d) d’;’ C
S 7
The love for humanity and respect to the mankind of

the - -
“ Iranians had far reaching effects on literature s0 much

80 : :
hat Hafez-e-Shirazi sang the following couplet -
2 skl ey y otir L
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And at another place he SEIMONISES

d( Jl] 2/ AT (}7 79 jl/
Ao U .:/:’/‘nf

And yet on another occasion he advises -

) (),;o/./b/l’fd/u(v{,
i B N

oductory linés, no
ism IS presented.

&/

with theseé intr
striking study of Sa'di's human
Sa'di-e-Shirazi (7thcentury
onally acknowledged man O

bright and shining star in the literary horizon of the

He was a stalwart poet and exhibited unparalleled ant
in hi ical works.Hé

rare specimen of craftsmans
was an articulate prose writer pa

social thinker, @ mystic, a moralist as
r and above all a "Great Humanist” 0

d captivating persona
he world

w a short put

e
-,

A.H.) was @ revered 2

f letters as well a5 2

internati
worc

r excellence,

well as an ethica'
preache ¢ his time. Hé
ities.

s one of the most curious an
r reaching influence. T
s effects of

ks of the
ularity:

wa
and a man who had a fa
tinct imprints and obviou

literatures bear a dis
ry wor

the contributions of Sa'di. Very few litera
can boast of exercising such immenseé pop
cubicles of human mind and 2% 2

estinies of humanity.

world
appealing to the deepest

result able to shape the d

e2



Qa'dl was born with Tove for humanit
unanity and was a

wumanist and philanthrope by nature It was only d
' D500y due 1o

o mstigation and inner provocation by this
the | . ' A Dy this aalient instinet

mathe composed Golestan ol ) and Bustan (e )

‘

Sa'di's paramount thymed prose composition
entitled "Golestan" is closely interspersed with ethical

shservations and deduction in verse. The philosophy of

nhuman common sense' and Its application---a universally

according to K.Chaykin, "the

acceptable morale---were,
s success of the book in the

real reason for the continuou
whole of the Near East throughout many centurie
y". The impacl of his subject

| so today. Its

s and

even up to the present da
matter and style was direct and is stil
language and expressions are possessed of the flow like

'unning water as well as sweet, attr

Pleasant and affable to the ears like the melody of a

Sweetheart

h Sa'di creates a desired world based on justice and

0 - .

3 Nesty, peace and reconciliation, asceticism and
Uster; . |

‘erty, virtue and respect for human being. Addr

the .
Chengezi King Ankiyanu ( J ;,5” ‘)g&), Sa'di says -

essing

active, charming, .
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Our poet (earlessly advises the despetic
BT
N

time to take care of the human vilues, as g, ; "
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in view of the fundamenial rights
rights of the people, Sa'di

a“e p(S tO ““pleSJ U[J()ll ”-l' f':H."T']f\ lh(lt the K"Ig . .
- |S

mean
the property of the public, not the personal wealth of the
King. He very often applies the indirect method of
narration :-
. Ly p,
o S L 1 Iy Iy A
JL; /'/"’ » ALY :f f jb _/’,;(:'; 3 )l;,/’lﬁ,cu:
y'ﬁ/.l;'.:/)u‘lﬁ ..-/u"f = b dl/f..-/,u =l
:/,y_’ o j&g u;f/. o2 ) /’b J’lc/. /g/
In Golestan Sa'di advises @ King:-
d/}{o’(?f/éb;dh
u’u//}j—uw//

Wy S5 oS SRR

And again counsels the King in clear terms -

Y Y / (f > L
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sa'di condemn’s a minister who extorts

money from the public :-
ol i T
oy JJ 9 )i ,57

efers the ass to the lion in the

At a place Sa'di pr

guise of an oppressed and the oppressor :-
el L 24 § Aoz
Mos S Yo )is6
NiT sy T J o

And again gives a satirical pills to the inhuman

people :-
MJ}”G 375 fup.({f;i
=z 6 s ,@0’;7}!
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One Of the tWO sons Of an [ pa . .
4 th I gyptian Chieftain learnt
t 1< Sreiar ¢
knowledge an e other hoarded the wealth, the scholar

son says -~

AL ,/L': S (15 =
(J’f =7 (_[f/[;)/ J
i ATy 095 S
In an anecdote of Bustan( ¢/l ), Sa'di seeks the

DU Lot e i

attention of the King with regard to the traders and envoys

—/ ,f.f Wil }U 3
In Golestan Sa'di gives a sermon .-

?Jgf JA f)w b i e
ek S LT D

And at a different place he sermonises a wealthy

Person who was beating his slave after binding his hands

and feet <
s i v 6F 7 AT
{é c03l ;;4,25(_5;/, Iz 3 .:'//fo,y'b/;’
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The Shaikh very rarely eulogised the rulers or Kings

rather says -

Ayt FJveaz
S i e g
bk 4 25 eabeet”
s’ e I3

Apart from his sermonized mathnavi Bustan, Sa'di's

Qasaed, Ghazaliyaat ,Qata'at,and
Sa'di

Rubaiyaat also contain ethical preachings.

gs of humanism in his ghazals &40

stimulates the feelin

such as :-

Sh o oww oS Lk 171 ,}; quﬁgﬂ?1f~92@#

duﬁ?r”?,Jéf'cfafiuﬁ? d}a.;/a/,qukakfbf
Sholf F S A T WI,JH,;,//ZJ;/}WW
The social, ethical and didactic clements in M

greatest attention. Sa'di pelieved

poetry are worthy of the
ectand

in Practical Ethics and hence dared to prot

88



advocate the fundamental rights ang welfa
3 - re o
have-nots and the downtrodden and fearless| e
| ' , <8 y targeted
the kings, persons of power that be and the upper stra
rata of

)

the society in a very lucid language. It was a Himal
alayan

task to face the circumstances in an age when th
e

imperi
only sY
was on

alism or dictatorship was on its height and was the
stem of governance every where in the world. He
the whole, less interested in abstract mystical
on than in its application in everyday life.

speculati
on of all such sweet thoughts meant

The descripti

for the welfare of the society or individuals may not be

possible in this short paper. And hence some most

relevant exhortative examples pertaining 1o the Humanism

of Shaikh are quoted hereunder :-
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Shaikh Sa'di, a mystic, a fover of Manking
ang ,
humanist in true sense of the term, was wel|| aware of
OF hig

popularity in the times to come, and thus had the fore
Cagt

A s bens s el

e Ay Gl Sl
And now, while summing up this modest paper i
seems very adequate to note the Qat'a of Shaikh Sa'
which adorns the lounge of the United Nations

Organisation :-
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