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INFLUENCE OF PERSIAN o
RENGALI LANGUAGE, LITERATY R
AND CULTURE

persian has inﬂllu“n.ccd Bengali language and
L both in respect of lmguislic. as well as literary Form and
g:.if, It has mﬂum.wcd the Bc-ngall !:Enguugc In the formation of
.;ﬁrd.\‘ in such a glcal mallllq that if We say that at least forty
L ocent of Rengali words are lo.an words from Persian we shall he

; incorrect. Many scholars in their reputed works have given
words e.2.. Prof. Sunil Kumar Chatterji has mentioned a great

L mber of such loan words in his famous origin and development
L Benali language. Another scholar Prof. S. Kumar Sen in his
isory of Bengali literature has also enumerated a large number of
bsuch words.

On the other hand, Persian has influenced Bengali literature
0. So far as Bengali literature is concerned. 1t had no
wquintance with the form of Ghazal or Ruba’l however, owing “:‘i
®quring religious knowledge, students had to leam Perbldﬂ tﬂ‘ju
; aic, Moreover, learning Persian was a matter }\t pft‘b[t;‘;{;p
S0 upto 1837, therefore Bengali students, atte; ";"L:lﬂO[h:f
Miciency in the Persian whenever they Wrot lkli Persian
'.;;f Bengali — inadvertently they used C}“‘Et_oti‘_\l,i‘[il,k_‘s, So
l;:)ﬁf;fs‘ tven phraseolggy and idlijﬁ‘lsh ii]ullilllt‘d Persian forms

that some of the writers and pocts ¢l

1 Islam,

] g N;u_lul s
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tures in thejr poem. In this section. P Nazrul Istam &

outionary poet of Bengal may be Clw’-, [ranslatioll of

literature
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ar Khayyam hut also has shown Critical ,
CL * ) ‘
I we g0 through the Preface of thic D””‘th
vy o T A b Ve
can at once appreciate his schy|

) I‘lll\”i.\‘ls' y
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of his W€ . :
( contribution of Nazrul Islam i that § I
dl he

T hazal it \
luted Persian ghazal into Bengy), . -8
oF J‘;r‘nyr,i

who ¢mo _
alue of (hese Bcngqh ghazals when they 4r,
phere which is found while reciting PT”“
lthough for citing others name like Raja Ram w‘ﬂ};‘:ﬂn
Bhai girish Chandra Sen, ete. 10 show to what cidcn.l Persian hyg
inﬂuc;iccd Bengali but 50 far as adopting ,Of [ ersian form g,
structure and bringing the sweetness of lyricality, the the creg,
ooes to Nazrul [slam. Many of his such ghazals are sung in g
melodious voice of the singers of Bengal.

Besides. Nazrul Islam then is another illustrious literary
personality. Syed Mujtaba Ali, who has portrayed the Afghani s
well as Irani life and culture is his lucid travelogue “Deshe -
Bideshe”. His elitistic novel. Shal nam”™ also given a clear picture
of Trani culture in the life of the people of Bengal. Syed Mujtaba
Ali a direct disciple of Rabindranath Tagore during his study from
1921 — 1926 in Biswa Bharati, had learnt Persian from
distinguished scholar of Pahelvi and Persian - Bogdanove. who
was originally a Russian diplomat, and after the Russian revolution
in 1917 had taken shelter in Bombay working in the Cama Society’
for editing Pahelvi Zoroastrian MSS for the Parsees. AS he was 2
great scholar of Persian he was asked by Rabindranath Tagore 0
JI;)}l]gra]:;fs newly built University. Therefore he joined Biswe
e Ptﬁ?ﬁtzhzﬂx}li al.so studi.eq Persian under purc D; ‘
full Pr0ﬁciené iz E:}[;S in Shantiniketan so much so t.hal hci) ﬂ;»CIl{ a
for sometime y o hqt Ian.guage:, he even worked in Kaby
him ample CHance { IS Sojoum 1n ‘Kabul and tl'ave[ to ol
Therefore his iy 0 }Nltn'ess the life and culture of those P o

elineation is so true and attractive, that the 1€
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I pCUI"C ol Bengal (hy one ¢y, casjl; ' P in the
“the . UY senge i o
'lift ol .l ﬂ‘n'l'iﬂg‘: ceremony, dnm@,«‘-lic Iift-_ even f] H} It in g
oall Nk i N the Film nel
.ﬂ‘ﬂ%-inn and music. . -
eV Rengails contribution g Persian Histor,
J E ol e WY writing
1 reference 0 Khurshid's Jahap, Nama |
s In medieval era a pood number of Persian b,
e compiled - different pargs o Ind;
@

Storicy| Work <

a ang engal

ption Host of writers and scholars paid their
gReePrE e

onpilations of histpry of the prlovincc. sor_nc
aiiative and sometimes, at the Instance of (he fulers of Benggy
4sa result we have sufﬁc.lt.ant materials at gy disposal re]ain,
e social, cultural and political events of the province.

: Bengal witnessed g long and chequered period of Muys|im
nle from 1202 to 1757 AD. but it is EXtremely SUrprising to note
fhat not a single contemporary historica] work, ncapsulating the
atre medieval era and €specially

focusing on llyas Shahi ang
Husain Shahi periods, hag come down to ys. Whatever historical

ur hands upon come from the
fistorica] com 1 ' t the courts of Sultans of Delh;
The historians and chroniclers or the

and cursory references to the events of

Jri", ,'.;f,
EIU.CnNtm to ";I’:r:_‘
limes gt their ¢

OWn

ating to

hat, too. When the Delhi emperors came into
L with Benga.
. OWever, we havye traces of compilation of historical works
" Ovargs gp

Cend of 16N century. When the first histor_igal W orll\'
Nce  the ‘Tarikh-i-Salalin—i-Afghanu’ or “Tarrikh-i-
..{ghancompiled by Ahmad Yadgar at the instance of the last
er o Bengal Daud Shah Karrani (1572-1370'.-\1).);;h_tlib
is . haristan-i-Ghaibj of Mirza Nathan cnmlm‘i.; lfukld
o Mother historical works of great merl lct "
Was completed during the reign of Jahangir.
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| ignated by ST Jadunath Sarkar as “the only oasig- In the & :
JOSTRTK ‘ ) . ., . v L L " j
fesert of historical 'b‘””"m“_huausn It was first such te T
\ ‘k that _delincates exclusively the events of denual 0
wor ‘ b

Lescriptions of Wars (o social functions and superstitioys v,
dese : i

the people. D - - |
The Tarikh-1-Shujat, which was completed in 1659.¢
60

asum bin l.lusun i-s an C\_fcwitncss account of p.
Shuja’s war of succession with M11r .hlmla.and records
aduﬁinislrati\'e system ol Bengal uqdcr Shah Shuja’s vicer,. Aty o
The Wagqa-i-Mahabat Jangi or Waqa-i-l’ath-i-fgcng‘d]d.‘% ]
compiled in 1748 AD. by Shah Moha[:nma(_j Wafa Azimabag; o
is a significant historical work shedding light on the ¢yvopre o
Beneal during the rule of Alivardi Khan.
" Munshi Salimullah has the credit of compiling the Tarip
Bangaia in 1763 at the instance of Henr1 Vansittart. the they
Governor of Bengal (1760-64 AD.). It contains the historicg
events of Bengal covering the account of the governorship of
prince Azimush Shah in 1607 to the accession of Sirajuddaula i

1756.

Mohanmmd M

1S ol

Yusuf Ali Khan compiled a marvelous historical account of
Bengal under the title the Tarikh-i-Alivardi Khan furnishing firs
hand information regarding the administration and governance of
Ali Mardi Khan in Bengal with special reference to the Marathas
invasions of Bengal. |
Ghulam Husain Tabatabai compiled a significant histond
compendium the Siyar-ul-Mutakherin in 1782 at Murshidabad. &
gives an authentic account of social, cultural and politicul life %
Bengal from 1707 0 1780.
| However, the credit for the compilation of a L-omp‘l _r
history of Bengal goes to Ghulam Husain Salim Zaidput 2
f'cmdcnl ol Maida. e compiled Riyaz-us-salatin in 1788 at U8
instance of Lord Udny whom he served as a munshi. The \}ﬂ
furm_shcs a detailed history of Bengal® from the conquest of U
province by Bakhtiyarrudin Khalji to the British pammO““l
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Fois another

- opificance and merits our attention
,]th -]\*I_ukhlasar. (!{ll- /\hwal~i--|i:m;'_{;”;r T
; -3|-i--'3hanglr nagar ls ulf?'u an importan(
A 1od by 2 renowned historian of Bengal Aj; O
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historical
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@n?a brief history of Bengal and Decca, down to the midd
> middle

Ve

ptury AH. b :
ades the above historical works we h.
Besides works we have 3 number of

oher persian WOrks such as Fhe Khurshid-i-Jahan Numa by Maulvi
Syed [lahi B'ak.hSh Husaml', the Khulasat-ut-Tawarikh and r,hcl'
Wardat-i-Qasimi by Mqharaja Kalyan Singh, the Swanih-i-Akbar:
py Amir Al Haider Bilgrami, the Suhail-i-Yaman by Mawlawi
Ngsiruddin  Haidar, the Fath-i-Ibriya by Shihabuddin Ahmed
ralish, the Bairangnama by Amir Ali Khan, etc. which needs
gtailed study for better understanding or the history of Bengal.

In brief, Persian histopography in Bengal is rich, substantial
nd informative. And scholars have ample scope for-delving deep
o the subject and tracing out interesting account of the medieval
o British India. The presert paper is a humble effort towards
2t gigantic task.

~ To proceed with the scientific investigation on propose
;Plc “Persian Historiography in Bengal”, we shall hal\"c to dcpcnd
Vall the above mentioned historical books apart from mffE y
mber of historical and other than historical books bﬂﬂl\l}““
Yclopedias,  maoay; news-papers,  published and
1publish&-‘:d re;s 8azines, . i onaries, field works, etc.
| earch works, journals, dictionaries,



