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Due to the strock of paralysis Diwan Jawala Sahai,
handover the Diwanship to his elder son Kirpa Ram and he hold
this office till his death 1876,% He born in 1832 at the age of 24 he
was officialy declared as Diwan of Darbar by Maharaja Rambir
Singh in 1850 and also honoured by the gift of precious khilat and
on atterative pen case.® He js very close to the British authorities
like his father, and loyal 1o his master and state required it,

Kirpa Ram received his first honour in 1850 when
Maharaja Gulab Singh met Lord Dalhousi, the Govenor General of
India at Wazirabad. Kirpa Ram was one of those who receive
Khilats from British Governor General, After the completion of one
year as Maharaja Rambir Singh as Mabharaja, a terrible fire broke
out on 1856, in Shergari offices a Srinagar. All the revenues and
civil records, the Tosha Khana and the treasury were completely
gutted. According to Tarikh-e-Hassan the treasury were 21 lack
rupees’. Diwan Kirpa Ram arrived from Jammu and salvaged the
whole treasury from the cinders. He also recompiled the civil and
revenue record from Sadar office record. during the great famine
of Kashmir in 1862. He play a vital role to stamp out the famine.®
He was also appointed as Governor of Kashmir and served one and
half year here in Kashmir.

Diwan Kirpa Ram died at an early age of 44 in 1876
Tarikh-e-Hassan narrates about his versatile qualities. "He was a
Versatile genius and scholar, statesman and politician possessed of
refined etiquetee, and encomparable in munificence.
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I :1 0

'3

Scanned with CamScanner



‘k—“’&-—

.«cf
47 "L TESe
h’ was strightly lc.s
alous in encouraging
' up thoroughfarcs,

™ "Wlll revenue
emted his undertakings

hhtorhn of a

n'-u 1 Il'llpflc

Scanned with CamScanner




L. But it was published in 1870 from Srinagar and another

edition was issued from Jammu 1919. But at present there is no
availability of these editions but the edition could not consult all
the manuscripts it has some mistakes literary as well as historically.
So there is a need of hour to reedit this renowned history of Jammu
and Kashmir.
Madinat-al-Tahqiq

In addtion to above two books he wrote a pamphlet of 26
pages entitled Madinat al-Tahqiq which is regarding the difference
of certain Hindu practices critically by Muslims. He was printed at
Sialkf in 1877.1
GulabNama

It is a well known work of Diwan Kirpa Ram which is
biography of Maharaja Gulab Sing. According to the preface of the
text it completed on 1876. General preface containing 12 folio
pages and a foreword in Arabic and another in Persian by Sayyid
Bakir Husain alias Mir Nawab Lakhnavi. It covers about 8 pages
and bears date of writting as 23rd Sawan (1933 Samvat) it also
includes six chronograms on the date of the compilation (1932
*'igl‘lmat) and three on the date of the publication of the Gulabnama,
two give the Samvat year 1933 and one the year 1876 AD. These
Chronograms were composed by Munshi Sayyid Ismail Hussain
'*‘Manir' of Rampur. There are three additional chronograms on the
date of publication (1933 Bikrmi) by Munir's ‘Shajra” Sayyid Abu
‘Mohammad "Badar”.

The text was published from Tuhfa-e-Kashmir press
ir. It covers 420 pages in folio size. But page No 68, 69 have
‘used twice soit has only 418 pages and 12 pages of general
- Another beautiful edition of the Gulabnama was publihed
Ranbir Prakash press Jammu. In 1919 AD this year does not
“SCUr in the edition which retain in title page the date 1932
~8rami. It has 429 folio pages of the text and 12 pages of general

marly a biography, purports to be a
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Diwan Sahib, my revered fathers, saratched out all
suspicious by the pen of certainty, 12

When Kirpa Ram wrote the Gulabnama his uncle was
alive, as Kirpa Ram and whole his family was closely associated
with Gulab Singh so he got lots of authentic information by his
family members besides this oral history. Kirpa Ram documentary
and literary evidence was also available to Kirpa Ram. He also
consult the another Persian history of Jammu. Raj Dershni by Lala
Ganesh Das Wadehra.'? Rouzat-us-Safa for the history of Jammu
before Gulab Singh. Many Parvanas and latters treaties and
agreements were also within acces in original, the copies of most of
which he had given verbatim in his work. Rehtasak says about the
Gulabnama that during the lifetime of Gulab Singh, he provided the
important documents diaries to Kirpa Ram to compose this work.
and also assisted him about some verbal information. similar
information given by another to his father and grandfather who had
both been Diwan of Gulab Singh.

The historical value of the Gulabnama become more
ethentic when K M Panikar sum up the vlaue of this work!. "This

the doubts and

work though written in a flowery style of the Persian penegyrists is
none the less a remarkable historical documents as the Diwan
published in it many original documents which are not now
available anywhere else. Its facts and chronology are beyond
dispute. This Diwan was also fully conservant with the political
conditons of the Punjab at the time, and his discriptions of events
are vivid and informed by direct knowledge of men and things.”
The style of this biography is its stringing shortcoming.
The adventurous career of the Maharaja Gulab Singh has been told
In a conventional Persian diction which is highly literary as ﬂflsu
intricate 1o the point of ambiguity. An essentially floral diction
Pregnates very sentence and every pharases, and the thcn?e has been
conveyed in a rigmarolic manner. "To a modern historian steeped

———

12, Ibid, p. 56,

1. Panikar K. M. "Founding of Kashmir State" P-2.

13 Gulabnama, p.68.
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‘atempt at moralising has been coupled with some belief in the
;ratural which finds expression at several places in the work.
~a Ram does not lose any opportunity of describing a prophecy
M supernatureal happening which might have the effect of
defying such situations where in the superstition should have full
Author is try to decribe all the information according to the
pattern of Ain-e-Akbari of Abul Fazal when he focus on the literary
"_ and classical touch. Like rhymed, Figures of speech and
varieties or novelties, he loses the chronological data. It gives only
some landmark but dates are here and there. Some informations
h.r only year but fail to mention the day and month of the
_information. After 1830 he gives his own eyewitness before this
date he gives the reference of his father or grandfather.
The literary styal of this biography is also important,
m the method of presentation affects have though made the
‘next some what difficult to comprehend: yet those do not minimise
in any way its value as a reliable source of history also, of Jammu
~and Punjab. It contain lots of important information which do not

find mention anywhere else also furnishes detailed date in the light
of which his relation with the successors of Ranjit Singh and the
3ritish Government can be better understood. Kirpa Ram's
are very intresting and full of emotions. Gulabnama
ot the informations based on imaginary but lively vivid
aes of incidents in the way they happened.
As a student of Persian language and literacy | can say that
literary style and vivid depiction of facts renders the Gulabnama
ble outstanding work In the Persian historical literature
16d in India authors shows the Abul Fazal's dictions and Baburs
ity of honesty of narration Informed with detached objective
00k As it is the biography of Gulab Singh. But the author
his deep concern about Gulab Singh, rulers of Punjab
sh autherity equally.
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