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CONTRIBUTION OF THE KAYASTHAS To

THE PERSIAN LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE

navalkya describes the Kayasthas 5

writers, scribes and village accountants. The Vishnu and Parashar,
Smritis have also similar references to them, describing them g
magistrates, judges and chief executive officers. In the Garud |
puran, Chitragupta has been described as the giver of the script |
(Chitraguptaya namastubhyam veda aksharadatre — salutation to |
Chitragupta, the giver of the script). The Rig Veda enjoins 2 |
salutation to Chitragupta before offering sacrifice - Si |
Chitraguptaya vain namah.

The Kayasthas reverently place a pen and an ink-pot before
their founder and patron deity Chitragupta on dooj (the 2™ day in
the phase of the waxing moon), after Divali. They invoke his
blessings to give them strength through the pen, considered
mightier than the sword.

The ¢ : ;
medieval peri?)rcllsﬁ?itict:rabl;sfﬁz Ot(;]]-?P : lor l e revc—::nues = thle 65;1:3
officials led to the rise and political elites to priests, temples i
scribes called Kayasthas Ag]r‘)Wth of the new social groups ©
keepers had to be emplo. ed arge number of writers and recor
land and to maintajn rez dto draft documents of assignme!! a _
gradually increasing numbgf s of lands and villages and of ¢ 3

r of revenues and pariharas given i the -

The Smriti of Yaj
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: . The beginning of the fragmcntamm of |a
gaﬂw of parlition of property from the Crupt
d‘m“hc maintenance of the details of the
M t "~ qub - infeudation of the lands
: qaf;h important activity.
P gﬂ)e whole work was done by a class of WIiters whe, -
E by yarious names such as Kayasthas, karanas karl }',;_
P 3,'p1151apala. chitragupta, lekhaka etc. |y the.bﬂr ‘a.n.,;-r.»,
Hhikrt from. like the Brahmins in the ancient period ;:D.nm%
M many classes- But gradually Kayastha became 4 éfm Bt
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4 period ONWard-
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- ’ ial groups engaged in record keep; i

- U e entire social groups L Leping. With the
:Jf . 5 oF Social identities. the Kayasthas b(:cam::g a sépr;:;h;
nfrar‘ C |

It is said that Brahma, the Creator, having established the
g vATAS Brahmin, Kshat{i}’a, Vaishya and Shudra — ordained
pharamraj (also called Yamraj, the god of death) to keep record of
e deeds — good and evil — of all life — forms bon and vet 10 be
bom on the earth, in the heavens above and in the lands below
i, however, complained. “O Lord, how can | alone keep
cord of the deeds of the beings born into 84 lakh yonis (life ‘-
forms) in the three worlds? “Brahma then closed his eyes.
neditated for a while and 10 and behold! There appeared a radian:
figmre with a quill-pen in one hand and an ink-pot in another.
Brzhma named him Chittagupta for he was conceived in his
cognitive — selt (chitta) and he was lying in Him, dormant and
secret (gupta). He was born of Brahmas® body (kaya) and so the
 Lord decreed that his progenies be called Kayasthas. He was
asigned to work as a minister, to write and record for Dharamra).
Thas, the fifth varna, the Kayastha, came into existence.

a4 Faced with the problem of finding a place for the Kayasthas
Vama system, the Brahmana lawgivers few 1nio the
%uual!i-"’f assigning their exact social stats in the vams
i the | and the confusion of their status remained and a3 mt;z

™ 1950’5, while the Allahabad High Court aissigned
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rise of kavasthas @ literary caste ]‘m.s.ul a challenge o, l':"‘- [he §
\ e (hough the Smriti literature be N e VR
mmmpﬂl_\- Lven thout ke ht’“"“ 10 de lmal}-
v "’Un i

% |

i Kavasthas. (hey began lnh [orm purl ol officialdom’ |
‘India had (rade relations with Iran since ancieny ¢, 1
with the vasion of Mahmood (i!mrnzwi Persian l,z.nnw_ui::(«‘:; '. '
o il Lndia, The Turko — Alghan clements prcl'cr_rujl,'frfgd |
which the Indian masses readily accepted being a sccular l.(,nir""an
of that time. With the establishment of Delhi Sultanate a;du‘:’ﬁ |
troduction of their land revenue system, which was a m(;d]-ﬁ:z |
form of the existing system by bringing in Turko — Afgh
clements, the Kayastha formed an important class in e |
officialdom of the Sultanate revenue administration.  Villag
patwari was often a Kayastha, assigned with the task of
maintaining village records. Further the Sultanate engagemen
with the subjects of India, particularly in the realm of land revenue, |
medicine, astronomy resulted in increasing interest with Indian |
theme. The Brahmins and Kayasthas were natural choices for such -
activity. |
In the beginning Madrasas were opened with a view t0 |
teach Arabic and Persian to the muslim population but later onit |
was opened for Hindus, as a result of which Kayastha took a lead *
with the interest of getting more and more jobs in the court. Some 1
?f them excelled in this field and contributed to the Persian
anguage and Literature by writing biography history of King -
translation from Indian texts on different sub'e(’:ts and so on. For:
example Amir Khurso (1253-1325 > .o — Baril, 2 3
verse dictionary which d .) com.pllfad Khaaliq — Bar™ © -
Sanskrit, But only 170 cals with Hindi, Urdu Persial an
1553 Ajaz Chand Ka}’astl:erses i presently available to U~ =
lines of Khaaliq - Bagi); a:? dCOmplle.d a dictionary in verse fO_ljm of 3
On acco named it as Mislaakhaaliq — Bart"

; unt of the ; _ ol
introduced by the Mugﬁl:l}s innovation in revence administiai”"

la : ' i ‘
playa very important rojeg it was imperative that village S1
+ Further, increasing participation :
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| _ court administration resulted in the
)  many Navastha
¢ .

wroiters i the Mughal periods.
: \hﬂ‘s ‘\n\\\“"ng\_‘\l as \\C“ ns |‘“““n';c(| me
'mimin\'\li\“‘ on pround of caste, ere

&

I he
n ol letters without
ed and religion. As a result

£

oo e 8 large number of Kayasthy poets, historians, translators
. aﬁd M}astlm experts who have written in different branches of

KRNCC - ,

Some hustorians hold the view (hat during the reign of the

Mughals, & number of !lindus who were educated and endowede

with sharp intellect mtulmcd administrative positions through rapid
gtion to the Perstan language and culture of [ndia’s new

qlers.  These influential Hindus got together and fomed a new

aste known as Kayastha.

Kayasthas also migrated to various other parts of the
country for getting proper jobs in the provincial kingdoms. They
were patronized by Deccani kings as well. It is found that most of
the Kayasthas who shifted to Hyderabad from Delhi and U.P. in
the middle of the eighteenth century got employment in the court
of the Nizam. In 1820, out of the 400 North Indian mansabdars, 60
were Kavasthas.

Some of the prominent Kayasthas who contributed to the
Persian language and literature in different fields are:

History:

Nain Sukh Kamaraj: He served in revenue department during

the late days of Aurangzeb and was the author of two books : (a)

An account of Prince Azam, Aurangzeb’s second son, and his

activities in the war of succession after his father’s death Azam ul-
ard (b) A history of contemporary events convering twelve years
essed by him, from the murder of Farrukh Siyar and accession

?&Ifaf::hng Roshan Akhtar as Muhammad Shah. Its title was ibrat -

Khushhy) Chand Kayastha: Took job as revenue officer durint

for ¥S of Aurangzeb and his successor. He arrange the material
Witing history book in two main parts (a) followed the
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fjﬂlih‘lf {;ﬁ;héon i’.”.iﬂ‘-'d&‘i\.'i.‘d‘%"}‘C..HEECE' ?‘*:51*:"1";353 ‘N P
Caliphs (i) India down © l\;ulﬁ. 1%1 I?{‘_‘LE excluSivel .
\uchals (1) Babur 10 R&tz uu-l)am.i;: (i} Mohammad Shor "
ﬁm%xi his book T'.mi.h-l-.‘tlohdmnfati Shah. - Ml
Sunder Lal: He worte & history of Kol. -\?Jihﬂm and Bnnd
was entitied Gul-i-be Khazan and also Majmuah —e- Faiz
Raja Ratan Singh Zakhmi: He held the titles of ‘Rj_.

ud-Dawlah Dabir ul \Vulk. He was a po.;rz as well as a histore |
He wrole postry under the pen-name of Zakhmi. He wroe ]
history of the Awadh Nawabs upto \Mohammad Ali Shah. enutyg §
Suhm‘l gl-Tawarikh. Among his other Works were 2 tazkirzh of §
and a manual of moral exhortauons. jam-i-Giti Numa. B |

pocts. - ,
was also an accomplished scholar of astronomy and cOMPOsed T ’
books on that subject. namely. Hadaig-un-Nujam and Mz u- 3
Translanon: |
Chander Sen B. Kashi Das Kavastha: lived in the reign of 3
Aurangzeb and translated Bhagwat Puran in Persian.
Chaturbhuj Kayastha: He lived in the days of Akbar and ma¥ §
an independent translation of Singhasan — Battisi. the Sanskrt §
book of anecdotes: their hero being Rajan Bikramajit. € haturbh §
ﬁ“g:;l m:ru':. his I;\'ork under the‘title: Shah — Namah. .
; e translated from Sanskrit the popular ﬁdl-t-_ >
Mitakshar. It was a summary of the corpous of 1aws. Smnt® §
prepared by the ancient juri .o to L3}
ient jurist, Gyaneshwar. According © * 4

Bihari, the Hi . . - sia
b 0l bis.age being mostly familiar with i?’f;

essential Hindy |a project hoping that his work would ™

imry W easily accessible to its seekers. _
govemor of Camay hi: Saadat ullah Khan, Mohammad Said: f:f

him B
biographieay - Besides impressed by his abilities and °

ical aDi : 3
Phical account of his nans - L Yerses, Kaswant Rai WO
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hand Qarib: camc t .
lii’h'n ¢ dpawlah. He est: O'IIHLkm)W fom Delhj
; 5a A dall. € Chldhll.‘ihcd hi i elhi a
;ﬂdﬂ- " qabaat: it 1imself as - nd
uu Sukh Raj .‘a_ gat: 1n poctry he rece as a Poet.
| I}cdil. - I'hc latter acknowled "Vt‘d Instruction
: ”Pm“ﬂﬁhfd of his Hindu Piﬂﬂls, s 'gﬁd him as th under
":;h contains about ten thousand vcr‘]"lS a Diwan to hii, _m”‘ft
P ght BY his patron, Saiyed | rses. He also depi 5 credit
ot K g yed Husain Ali depicted
e Yeccan pawud Khan, naming it J 1, against the gov the
al Mukllnd Shuhud: He was a poet fro‘r::nlff — Namah. ernor
g the re1gn of Mohammad Shah in thar who came to Delhi
i and stayed there for some tim connection with offici '
cts of the Capltal and enjoyed their litef and made contacts : ]3:
There hwere others who wrote oiwd??fmpany' S Wi
| Singh Wr lie '
5@mb ingh .ote on topography and h rent subjects like
.enﬁﬂedT_aWankh-l-MUIk-l—Hazarah Rat uman environment
e phical tract, Risal ah-i-jughraf an Lal was the author of .
" famous for his Insha and attempted iyah. Multani Lal Judat 4
| Vagamat, initiated essays on the know Wit
y earl own
| ahaii Mal y masters of Arabi patern of
! ji Mal Kayastha Azimabadi was ic and Persian Prose
merpetet under Francis Hawkins employed as secretary sl
: 'IEBEI](:, geometry and ast ' He was interest -d -
 siects enti nd astronomy and ¢ m
entitled Khazain ul-ilm wrote a book on these
P:IsianTlhe Kayasthas Pathsalas. in North Indi
W_ﬁﬂggﬂge and literature as one Ofnfl}:a nect_?ssarily e
: Th: Kgu and later by English. 6 et G s
: astha script whi
mainly for official pt which was prevalent in North Indi
“uage ysed purpose was a form f - !
by th ) of devnogari b
ese script writers gt bt e
were full of Persian

20t job

g

ko

mto Witing a:r:?jw rounds in vacations other than those
F@%‘P"bhc it Iy feC{er — keeping, and excelled in them
gftheRc’ _u;-l_Rajendra Prasad rose to become the ﬁrsi
-‘ e public of India, whereas Lal Bahadur Shastri

L Ve
They 1 the passi Tme
% ing of time, the Kayasthas have surged ahead.
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succeeded Jawaharlal Nehru as the Prim
Sampuranand was the Chiel’ Minister of [ p ) ‘

Rajasthan, besides being a literary figure, Jaly ::n]gl' j()vemw a
brought down Indira Gandhi, Subhas Chandry Bnr‘d‘kafih "ara?f
British rule militarily.  Shanti Swarup Bhatnag,arsca fougp, v
Chandra Bose were eminent scientists.  Munshj Pr:d Jagiig |
Harivansh Rai Bachchan, Raghupat Sahai “Firaque» M Chpy

G .
Dr. Vrindavan J. Verma, Dr. Ram Kumar Verma anqg g:a;}??}?uﬁ‘ ._j
. Dhapy

Vir Bharti have been men of letters. Swami Vivekanand v

philosopher and a true India. Amitabh Bachchan and Shatr:oalfa
Sinha have excelled I the celluloid world, Mukesh ang §Oan_
Nigam in the world of music and Ramanand Sagar on the szﬁ"
screen. Not many Kayasthas have, however, been industrialists of-‘r-

businessmen.




