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INDO - IRANICA

A LITERARY AND CULTURAL LNk
SETWEEN INDIA AND IRAN

Political, social, cultureal, literary and commercig
between India and Iran have their deep roots in the Past. Raciak
the Aryans of India and the ancient Iranians clearly appear to
been two branches of one and the same people who spoke onl
the same language. Sanskrit and Persian are derived from the
linguistic stock. From ancient times there was considerable :
between the two countries and also intellectual CO'OPera
Many Vedic deities have their counterpart in Avesta and there g
striking similarities of rituals. 1

| relagi

Persian literature is one of the most treasured gift in f
rich stone-house of Indian culture. It was the creative expressio
of cultural synthesis achieved during the medieval times in Indi
The.coming together of the two cultural stream the Indian and
Iranian gave rise to the mighty flow of a composite national culf
i dlffe_rem parts of India. These two traditions, which W
woven into the multicoloured and fabric of Indian culture, bd
their Toots in these ancient civilizations of India and Iran, whi
contribution significantly to world civilization in the past. Wi
they Cam.e together on Indian soil they acted and reacted on
other, gained a new creative vigour and vitality in this proces€
produced a cultural synthesis, which left a deep impressiof
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+ and tradition,

an life the creative spirit of Indi
o ,mc'nol'éw forms in architectyre.
e o literature. - Iran’s cultur %€ 8Pread fropm, p.
I aches re of the Mediterrancan the TS of Burmg | )
i_wq 5‘?“ ints of Uzbekistan ang Turkistap, N Central A'f"‘
E .ﬁhg!:rar:ﬁre and specially its POClry vibrateg vy '

gan mud affection throughout thege areas, Persian poets |ike
d'o.\flﬁﬁz. Saadi, Ajmr Kh_usraW, (‘handra Bhan Brahman
by uﬂ‘!i’ bl Kalyan Singh, Hira [ g Chopra, |

106

‘ 3hagwat Saroop,
| Sadarangani, to speak a few, haye alw
—

ays stood for the
wc cause of universal brotherhood ang humanisy,
prem

Under (he IMpacy 0f

’ ) Cultyy,
a hlmnncd ¢ 1
musjc

must be recorded with sense of

hd mamic role in the development of
- i’or about 700 years. Persian h fic
rd of this country and the majority gf documents pertaining

eediew:ll India is preserved in this languagg;. Although
'- “ e d to be an official language in the 19 century but
B associations, universities and academic Institutions
7 thelltcraI):alaxy of eminent poets, writers and scholars of
“ Tghe language which had won the hearts of Hindus and

Muslims alike and penetrated into their day-to-day life could
wtlose its charm and beauty even today.

pride that India has
Persian language ang
as been the official

The real set back to Persian struck in the second quarte:rfo:l
*Dventieth century, Persian was reduced to the status o

- The people from every walk of life had to E::: tfl;
Partition but it should be noted that ghesc(llqolars o
¢ did not remain dormant for long. T etheir literary

Muslims and Non-Muslims, keg:lt;:)pn a few names
eNg,: 0 1 this respect it is pleasure to mentic san Abidi,
-~ Ar Ahmag Mohammad Ishaque, Syed Amir Ha
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Bhagwat Saroop,  Harumy| «
Karim Burke and Gulwapy o “"a’anga
Satyanal led beyond the boundaries of India, ,,_W;n'"‘i!.h_ Ih:l
mmu; "d;»::hin d ) Persian sludic.s and one may me by :
I:;\tbﬂrg Sharifun Nesa An.sa.ri‘. 351% Zamani, Azarm, )]
Dr. Bilquis Fatema Hussaini an many others,

Lal Chopra.
. Hava, Ata

Hira

ntlﬁn
a7

llk h! -(3:4[
4y,

It is necessary 0 make a thor().ugh and scientific <
persian literature in ord‘er to bring to light the gln;lud"
hither to neglected chap(cr‘ol India qullural history .[Ihcf* of g
Society has been playing a pivotal role in the promotigy, s

studies in this region since its inception in forms of

symposia and iect
commendation as a s

Indo —

f Peyg,

. o
ures. Its journal, the Indo-Iranjc h?l t'
S ol

2o

torehouse of Iranology.

Among galaxy of Indian scholars of Persian whq Dlayed
vital roles in promoting and cementing Indo-Iranian v
relation and unity and development of Persian Studies in the g
Continent in the 20" century, the very name of Dr. M. Is,'
like a glittering star. His greatest achievement lies in fosterig
fraternal relations between the people of India and Iran through g
medium of his valuable literal works on Persian iiterature. He was
in fact, a symbol of Indo-Iranian cultural unity and friendship.

..,_,
=
5

To fulfill this mission he founded the Iran Society in 1%
on the model of Iran Society of London; which he had visie
during his research journey abroad. He was not only the Founde
of the Society but also its life and soul and his unstinted devotd
and vast erudition transformed the Society into a first - &
academic institution in India, and its journal into - Iranica, oné¢
the learned and leading journals of the Sub-continent The Ind
Iranica, a quarterly bilingual (English — Persian) journal.of the
Society deserves congratulations of all lovers of Iranian ¢ "'.3
and indo — Iranian Cultural relations for bringing the tWo ¢
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ach other. I'he object of this journal was not o
e ocsdion § ia specially |
st opcﬁian Studies in India specially in Bengal, but also 1o
;1\“" W e closer intellectual  collaboration and  cultural
A 4 .
oy een India and Iran. In the 1" ities
N ; sfween ndia ¢ arn. & Oopportunities
pitE ding be
gan

nly to

for
_ation Of the ripe fruits of scholarly labours and
i

e

o P an researches without any bias or prejudice”, )indo

evaluate the contributions of Indo — Iranica in
.To the ties of cultural relation between India and Iran and
nting the study of Persian during 60 years of its existence,
unﬁa\_e to be written. The pages of the journal are replete
. es articles of Scholars of Persian History, Comparative
.iﬂ!ﬂu‘:gees Sufism and many other disciplines, from different
| snguages:

p— of the world.

Before the contributions of Indo — Iranica are discussed, it
4l be necessary here to describe its importance in the eyes of
4oih the Iranian and Indian diplomats, scholars and intellectuals.

The Indo-Iranica has already become a store-house of
iformation of Iran and Iranology. Its importance lies in the fact
hat it is read with much interest and love in India as well as the
UK USA, USSR France, Iran and other Persian knowing
sountries.  This journal has been patronized by eminent
mientalists, Iranologists, and by the India Council for Cultural
itions through the good offices of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad
® Professor Hymayun Kabir.  Almost all the Iranian
“essadors of India even the scholars and academicians of Iran,
- Ppreciated the role of Indo-Iranica in strengthening cultural
haf)' lies between the two ancient countries. Some views
they, "} € Iranian ambassadors about the Indo-Iranica will
i LOf place here,

* Mohit Tabatabai, Cul.tural Counsellor writes in his article:
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king in the Annual General Meeting of 17,
Spea i

I(x'ounsclorlur(hu said: | |

From the royal Court of the Shahnsh
0

Dr. M. Ishaque:
iral Minister of Iran on recciving [, -
i ﬂnlLa

9 Al e _'_

ah Aryamep, "
¢ came (O i
The Cultt

issuc wriles: | : d
- ') > . ﬂl,] an] aSSa l. .
Almost all the Irani ors i Ingi, N

ated the Indo-Iranica and its services in. maintaining tilind
and literary relations between the two ancient counri, “}fl'c_tl.
Excellency Aqa Noury Isfandiary 5ays: 1§

“The interest taken by the India Cultural Coung) under
patronage of the Hon’ble Maulana Abul Kalam Azyq Mmi;

of Education of the Government of India, for the regl
publication of the Indo-Iranica, the organ of the Iran Sogiet?
manifesto the intense desire of friendship in this country {0.
promote the aims of the Society and to consolidate the CUlfurd

relation between the two countries”.
His Excellency Mr. Mohammad goodarzi, Ambassador of Irap iy
India was of the opinion:
“The journal has, indeed, been instrucmental to quite a great
extent in acquainting its readers with the richness of Persian
literature and in promoting goodwill and understanding among
the people of Iran. India and other countries of the world”.
.A_ssadollah Alam, Minister of the Imperial Court expressed hs
views in this way: "
“The Indo-Iranica magazine which is known in all Iranologiss
circles of the world as one of the best of its kinds and which’S
welcomed e.ver)'rwhere with interest and zeal in the cours¢®
t2h5 years of its life. The collection of articles. of Indo-Iranicall
€ course of ghe past quarter for a century is one of the M*
{’r’:nci'g:s h:;mll;:butil;ms to world stgdies on IrmologY-mm- '
iy 0}:18 t Iran_ and India close to .each 0 :lf
i a1::!1'1 dein their great and common literary, C#55
1tions”,

messag
special

apprec

he
e
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his Spcccht.‘h‘ ll.Ii.'.laI!ul Abdoh, the Ex-Ambassador of
b ¢ 0 i S cxpl‘t‘b‘s‘fd his views about the Iran Society and its
ll""in 1do-lt'anica in this way: .y - 2
ol .en known the Iran Society through its journal Indo-
4 have htd its publication. Today I'have been such impressed
“.anica.aﬂ, with my own eyes the achievements which the
py seeine been able to make so far”.

£ o ,hqs : ; . . . y .
qocicty ¢ tion of 50 years of Indo-iranica H.E. Mir

y e csn;\ljiils avi, the Ex-Ambassador of Iran wrote to the

; Moham cocretary of Iran Society:

| C"‘"cra.l Se tte} of great pleasure for me to congratulate all those
uisd massocia[ed with this periodical on the occasion of the
\\hﬂ? m'iersafy of its publication which has been continued
: anFltful no doubt, the age-old cultural relations between the
and frulat nation India and Iran, make it obligatory that such
tWO ggiteracy activities expand more than ever”.
i .2 Gloden Jubilee Number, 1997)

(lndo-lr;f“l‘len’ Indo-Iranica celebrated its Silver Jubilee the Council

Asatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland by the

al ¢ i
gt [ution praised the contribution of the journal for the

ypanimous reso
Jranian Studies.
hanlanDr. Sayyied Hossein Nasr, Former Professor, Dean and

NC, Tehran University & University Professor of Islamic -Stu-dies,‘
George Washington University, in his message of goodwill is of
the opinion. o

“Through Lectures, books and specially 1ts Jou_rnal, the .Indo-
Iranica, the Society has provided one of the major forf:e in the
- whole world for the study of these rich culture whlch_ha,\’ze
~ dominated over the Indo-Iranian world for so many centuries”.
It the views and words of appreciations are recorded we
ll come to know that the Indo — Iranica and its contacts were
“and appreciated by all the Iranian Scholars, diplomats, Indian
, Prime Ministers and Education Ministers.
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The importance of lhisjournal lies in the .
out special numbers in memory of -\Iaulanat\d'
Nehru, Dr. Md. Igbal, Rabindra Naih 'aﬁr)r;/( Jawah,,
Khayyam, Maulana Rumi, Al-B P

‘Maulana Run €runi, Mulla g4, :'}r K
Number, Saadi, Hafiz Sir Jady Nath Sarkar G . Oliver )
Jubilee Number, Millienium Number, Diamn. . TOWne, (

. 'amond ;.. 1ol
and many others, besides a few special issue of this Jbllu Num
Our

been dedicated to some of the benefactors of the I’Dal hayiy
including Dr. M. Ishaque, B.C. Law. o - ,r,dn Socig
Poladian T. Sakiath. Hiralal Chopra, Ata Karin n. 20 Sar
Hasan, Rabadi and Gimi. |t has publishe
issucs so far. No Persian journal of the
such numbers of its special issues except

e | ii‘
and Sp'

sub-contjent
the Indo — [rap;

In its 56 volumes the Indo Iranica has published 9ss
articles in Persian dealing with ally i 4
religious and historical relations between India and Iran, informip
the intellectual world about the close atfinity angd friendshis
between two countries of the same family. A comprehensiy
Index of all the artiges, profiles, reports and other features hay
also been published. '

The Indo-Iranica is the only bilingual journal of the worl
which records the lives and activities of almost all the Irania
ambassadors in India with their Photographs. 1 am sure that n¢
Society in India has preserved the ful] bio-data and Photographso
the Iranian ambassadors in India. Even the cultural houses of
in India do not posses all these records. If some one wants to dely
deep into the ocean of Persian Languages and literature no othé
Journal except Indo-Iranica can help him in this respect.

This journal recapitulate all the activities of Iran Soci?_ q
is a mirror in which the faces of the scholars of Iran and
their scholarly activities are reflected or manifested. It is | e
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ltural bridge \\'hicl.l connects India and

" and © cultural, philosophical, literary
i‘:‘;‘hor unll.“nica in bringing the two sister
* |nd:: more significant than th

o~ thet s both the countries.
o’ al Sn‘““d b}

i , ) -
FI 8 JKs-review forms an important feature of the journal.
US>

jranica has published in 56 years of its cstablishment
™ |pdo- 513 books by different scholars. It has the privilege of

Iran with
and ethical fronts.

countries c¢lose 1o
at of the efforts done on

WS on ’vic“’s on the books of scholars like, Ali Akbar Mushir
E \h,nf; f‘:\rb ery. Dr. Sayyed hossain Nasr, R. Levy, Reynold A.
Rylimi A Hun{a\'u“ Kabir, Radha Krishnan. Iraj  Afshar,
icholsor " F.C-' Davar, Michael Came, Dr. Nazir Ahmed and
quraporeVals: These reviews written by experts are considered to
\ o_therbs-pecimens of review literature. Besides book-reviews,
g the nﬂi;nica has published obituary notes of great personalities.
. hi:d;;blished the obituaries of 50 great men so far. Among
__ the obtituaries of Syed Hassan Askari, Prof, Bekhud, Suniti
,;. Chatterjee, Hiral Lal Chopra, Hadi Hassan, Dr. Zakir
wain, Hymayun Kabir, Dr.M. Ishaque, V.E. Minorsky, AK.
Buke. Jadunath Sarkar, Taraporewala, Raza Ali Wahshat and
Jakir Hussain are the best specimens of obituary writing. These

shinaries take us to the inside biographical notices and activities
sfthe demised persons.

The “Persian Scene” published until many years ago
weils glimpses of the day-to-day development of Iran.
milarly, ‘Ourselves’ and now “Iran Society News” is a mirror in
o 1 all the activities of the Iran Society are manifested, such as
"eeption to Jranjan ambassadors’ Journalists, Musicians and
lled report of Foundation Day Celebrations, Seminars

/Mposia, Memorial Lectures, Award of Scholarship to
a0 sy dent

et o1, Library and Reading Room and Membership,
“books, Multi-Lingual poetic Symposium etc.
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Another note worthy aspect of Indig-fym
Persian and English languages. The hing‘r-, r}",”"u. 19 it
with short literary criticism, have been rcé(;r[]:-i}u.l Notes tog
specimens of Persian, Ghazals, Poems, ( )it'”-] [f“"’*l'“’h
translation of Persian poems have also bc;:n mc‘:sd(,md g
articles from eminent writers of International rcpul,cr ;d,’ >chol
for itself.  Articles on the History, Geography ar[\,.
Sociology and Literature of Iran as well as cultural, :s‘:;(;j;[’”nh'rfu
and philosophical relations between India and Iran are hl(pi[;
scattered on the pages of Indo — Iranica. Articles in Pr:-i;;;{m'
Post Islam, Religion and culture of ancient and modern Iran 2 "
Vice — versa adorn the pages of Indo — [ranica. The joumal is
treasure house which has preserved information's of lang p
religion, art, architecture.

P nick

Another achievement of the Indo-Iranica is that it
published 11 articles in Persian and 15 in English purely on §
cultural and literary relations between India and Iran. 108
articles are based on authentic sources and have played a post
role in cementing relations between the two sister countries.
anica played ¢

ating culwr
omod

In short, after independence the Indo-ir

still it has been playing very positive role in crealing | "
social ties between India and Iran at the game me

Persian studies in India.



