Maqsood Ahmad Alie

(Rudaki Samargandi)
(The father of Persian poerty)

The Samanids(261-389 A.H)belongs to a war like line,

who traced their origin to the great Sansanids. They proved their
solidierly qualities by taking possessions of their Transoxiana s.sl

/) and also by their conquest of Khurasan.(1)

They not onhly found time to concern themselves with art
and letters, but also gathered round them poets and iizinrian:
order to sing their praise and chronicle their victorias ’

So far as the Persian language and literatiure of

—
ourt jg oncerned, there was a all roun
say t

(226 - 350 A D), (3)

Masterpa; ; )
(1) Tarikh.;. 1 Peices of this periog are:-

abri
( Y Abul Fayy Balamj in

The Other Prose

COmmemry . (963 A.D)and Tafsjr-j- Tabri

fthe
Quran 962 A.D)in 14 vol. (4)
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oi-yl-Buldan (wanders Of cities) by Abuf aj Meuig
Aajaib-ur-

Balkh.(5)

Ibn Faqi Hamdani wrote Kit

ab-ul-Buldan in (290 A.D) which deals

with geography. |
Unlike Prose Poetry also flourished as the Samanjq

lers used to shower their precious rewards to their tilenteq
rulers

ots with a result many great Poets associate themselveg With
po

the court of said rulers. Some of the worthnoted Poets among

them are:-

1. Kasai Marwazi- Who is alleged to have composed Shanams
in (997 A.D) but could not complete it.(7)

2. Shahid Balkhi- is another Poet who's few remaining couplets
from his mathnawi "Arin Nama™ have been recorded by Awfi.(8)

3. Mansur Faralawi:- was the contemporary of Shahid of Balk
few fragments survives of his poetry.

4. Dagqiqi Tusi- was first entrusted with the versification of epic

(Shahnama). He stood high in the esteem of his contemporaries.
(9)

Now, let us discuss the life and PO “udagi Samarqandi at

lenght.

His name was Abu Abduiiai; Jaffer bin Mohmmad ar

Rudaki al Samarqandi (10) He was born in a village of Pangrud

(Rudak) about in 858 AD. He learned essentials of knowledge in

is native place sych as Grammer, Hadith, (sayings) prosody and

al '
SO memoriseq the holly Quran at the age of eight. (11) The
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sources reveal thal Rudaki was born blincl.(12) He was g skillfu
performer over his musical instruments like chang (lute) and
garbet (harp) (13) as he himself says:-

ML % ST 03l
(14)

The melodous voice and poelical talent urged the Amir (King)

Nasr bin Ahmad Saman ii(914-943 A.D) o invite Rudaki to his

court. Where he got due respect, high posts a .1 positians as

Nizami records:-

B
(15)

Rudaki was latter INVIic ‘wkhara by Abu-I-Fazl Balami, who

Was a wazir wa Mourik: ~dvisor and Historian) in the court of

'sma‘l Saman 892-907A 0 (16)
Thoth the poet spent most part of his life in the said court, but
Unfortunately suffer great hardships in his old age. (16) At last,
e poet of the great repute left the world in 940 A.D and was
burrieg at his native place. (17)

Rudaki Samargandi is generally recknowed the first great
Uassical Poet of Mohmmadan Persia, with whom began the court
POElry of Iran. (18) His Diwan (collection of verses) contain all
oMt of Poems for instance, Gazals, Mathnawis, qatal, Rubayal

el 1 ,
1 ”Ommng verses.
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No. doubt he has shown his mastry over all literary forms, byt

gasida remain his main domain. (19)

His famous ode n/g"’;Has been recorded and apriciated by all

biographers and writers due to its artistic merits, which is as

under:-

ST ol Aol STaT ol U7 U
U{Z/f:TL‘),,'{ KE VORIN 1Y J’i}}d)’f’iuf/

AsTopt bl B e S b g T
S° ».‘:T L:/'L”T Sy ool Ol § i s el o(./.:‘
ST AT b g VARV I e
(20)

According to Mohammad Aufi Rudaki had satirical poems and

mournings dedications ( .é'/)namely "Kalila wa Dimna", from

which few verses are mentioned in Farhang-i-Asadi Toosi. (21)
Rudaki was not'only an ordinary court ode composer,but the -
Introduction to the ode is its main beauty. His odes are thought”
provoken and philosophical. The ode dedicated to the advent of

old age is its best €Xample, which is as follows:--
;guu;_.g/;alf./)/‘:)r{’/
;,{ul,csé,lg,guuuu:f;
o’i/.nr'-'wdpr/ﬁu‘f
(22);xur{fbh;)fJi>
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rhough the Diwan of Rudaki contains a few boems. But Rashida

samargandi in the following verse says that he counted s

verses and found thirteen times 10,0000 as he says:-

.0
¢ -~ *

.-)
R g I3 )

AL A
O ‘:.st- \,f_:: B oL 'rt
(23)
Starting from the 9th century and into the present days, all the
poets had been glorifying Rudaki dreaming of composing lyrics
Gazals) resembling the stvie of Rudaki. Which is

the verses of the poets. as iy of Gurgan says:-

vident from

p " ‘:' . ¢
Mgl Sl o S PR

- . L &> . K
c‘b*::c:x,tl,,wk\;i,»' J.Uﬁ/’ULJ”/UL’
(24)

Ffom all the treasures hoarded by the house of Sasan and of

hing Survives except the songs of Bareed and nothing is left
Say Rudkirg Sweat |ays"
o Unsur the poet laureate of Sultan Mohmood of Gaziia
" hatin Gazars o can not rival Rudki, he says:-
M"’Jf"/d‘dwf 2y ,g 13 Jw Jf

(25)
Abdur

e o es:-
iman Jami pays his tribute to him in these Vers

U{U"ukbwu G ST
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ué/“ﬁ/v‘J.lf/@/):}f J»ﬂ‘?d‘L/’y

(26)

Rudaki in his poetry glorifies knowledge, nobleness, good health

and wisdom he says:-
;/}v?(t:u?&},«y»u" )% (;JUOJUT//’:ZA{Z
Gyl ainty Smg i T

(27)

That is probably why his poetry became a model for the coming

generation of persian poets, which gave -birth to celebrities liké

Firdousi, {jinar Khayamm Sadi Shirazi, Hafiz and Jami.
oriin fxipdid may be said to be the greatest
d by Rudki in Iyrcs o
ished.(28T°

da 50|id

poet

that Persig nEs ' The style adopte

odes is (khurasani) which 18 highly refined and po

sum up one may say that Rudki Samargandi not only lai

foundation of persian classical poetry which

to present times, but also has immortalized his na
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