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Prof. Noor Ahmad Baba
Deptt. of Pol. science.K.U.

ClO-POLITICAL DETERMINANATS OF THE ISLAMIC .

SO
F IRAN : SOME EX TERNAL RAMIFICATIONS.

REPUBLIC O

Despite the fact that Iran never came under direct

imperialist yoke. the colonial penetration into its socio-cultura|
and politico-economic life could not be escaped . like most of
the states in Asia, Africa and Latin America, it has to operate
under the imperialist world order which was characterized by
the politico-economic supremacy of the West. The history of
Iran for more than a century has been marked by the people 's
quest and struggle for the liberation from this colonial order
and the establishment of a system in which they would gain
sovereignty in the politico -economic manz: ~ment of their
country.

The tobacco protest of 1891, the consi:'i'r-:_!;z;,-,na| uprising -
of 1906, rise and fail of Mossadegh in early fifties an'd the
people uprising of 1955 were all the manifestations of the
Iranian people 's dissatisfaction with existing dictatorial
monarchical regimes that were aligned with 5 dependent on

the imperialist powers and reflecteq their quest for liberation

from such order.[1]
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foreign presence In the country and the changed popular
mood that he could not effectively impose himself over the
System.] During this period Iran witnessed a defacto
implementatic: 1906 constitution and the monarchical
authority rema;r-éci iimited [2] .The rift between his imperial
Majesty and the premier Dr. Mohammad Mossadegh in early
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In fact, as it was proved by latter development the Shah's brief
n , ]

and self imposed exile had certain strategic objectives [3]. The

Shah it seems . was determined to rule Iran at any cost. |n

this regard, the united states and its western allies who haqg
been hurt by Mossadig's nationalist policies, developed as
vested interest in the preservation of the pro-west Shah. Sg
they came to his rescue. And it was ultimately the ClA
engineered coup that overthrew Mossadig on 19 August 1953
and installed the Shah back to his throne[4 ]. His restoratron
also marked the beginning of a new era of interdependence of

the Shah and the west on each cizr. Hence forth | for the

Shah the west was important ir - > safeguard his own

throne and power and or the west SiEh becomes necessary of

safeguarding its vital interests within fran and outside in the

region(5].

In addition , the twelve year experiment which ended

with a “brief put humiliating flight from his ¢ ountry”



crushed [6] and the monarchy became

Iran's only institution

around which all the powers revolved without any checks and
balances[7]. Thus the Iranian political system became highly
personalized after his re-installation in 1953. These
characteristics of Iranian political system in post-1953 era have
played a vital role in shaping the nature of economic

manageri: . in Iran since that period . The political and
economic ¢+ ‘s are always.

two in no circumstances can gvoid to
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be influenced by each other and act independently
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constraints occur mainly due to the following Characteristics
~— Gf
such a system.

1. A personaﬁzed system. especially when devoid of an
y

viable popular base ( as was the case in Iran) has tq be

primarily concerned with the security of the regime. Therefore

all the programm
such a system. have to be subservient to the basic securiy

es of economic development launched unde,

requirements . Therefore, economic planning tends to be

distorted.

2. The distortion is reinforced by the fact that under such

a system, there is a tendency to raise the ruler to a supreme

staus. it is his will rather than the opinion of experts in the field

that ultimately prevails.

3. Under the leadership of Mohammad Reza Shah, Iran

due to its wed-lock with the U= oo
- snt on world capitalist-

' States, got entrapped into

and became increasingly ©

cum-imperialist network. Unao: oo -uhservient relationship. a

particular country does not function as a self oriented.
self-sufficient and self-reliant economic unit. On the contrarny:

the country concerned works as a part of the larger system

and therefore, losses sight of its own potentials and prioritieS-
That is why, industrialization in Iran was selective and that facl

contributed to its increasing dependence on the outside world:

. i
Therefore , instead of ieading to overall econom
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‘s, this patter of import-substituted industrialization
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ket. So, the view that lran rea‘ched

was based on the superficial view of economic

a high economic growth
mar

under the Shah

realities.
Actually. the nature of 1978-79 movement was largely

determined by the circumstances that prevailed in lran from
1953 particularly between 1963 and 1978. The legacy of the
1963 crisis has a crucial bearing on the formation of the
movement of 1978-79. The development since then played a
vital role in generating and shaping of the movement . While at
the superficial level in 1963 it seemed that the Shah had
succeedzd in crushing the opposition and stabilizing his own
position in reality no force could eradicate the long cherished
popular aspirations for freedom. The events 1578-79 proved
that in the process of consolidation power by

undemocratic an ' % 4o ulBe,
d coercive means the Shuiy had actually

sowed the seeds of his own destruction



pulpit of 80,000/- mosques under their control voiced popular

grievances and dis i Thus, contact with masses could be
maintained, Camvpzf;%.,,:iag..-;g»g;:e:‘finst the regime could be sustaineq
and mobilization of ¢+ asses could be kept going. Especially

after the re-emergence of Ayatollah Khomeini and under his
’ to the
charismatic leadership the clergy became committed to the
' ith all its

rejection of the despotic system of the Shah wi

: i the secular
attributes. Thus, the disintegration and decline of

inant political
Opposition and emergence of the clergy as a domi

- reconciliatory
force in Iran marked the subservience of the




National Front ( the leading politics party
of the

, litics . -
liberal poll to the rejectionist and revolutionary

of fifties and early sixties)

d by Ayatollah Khomeini, with little

d le
litics of clergy an | |
politi links/ contacts with the westernizeq

socio—pSyCh0‘09ica’
s and value system.

imperialist etho
Shah to overcome the challenge of

All attempts of the
the clergy proved futile. He failed to change the religious

orientation of the people by launching a counter ideological

cémpaign in nationalist terms . on the contrary the entire
process of underplaying Islam and corrupting public morality

offended the deep rooted religious sentiments of the

overwhelming majority of Iranians. Thus, it added to the mass
anger that had been generated by governmental coercion,
economic difficulties and burdens, foreign influence and
dislocation of the social life in Iran. As a result of all these
factors the situation was so ripe at the ehd of 1977 =t on just
a little provocation the entire accumulated discoiiont was
charged and a revolutionary movement was ge."aee;"égz?ed with

Some outstanding Characteristics.

In terms of mass mobilization ., mass involvement



movements was by and large

, retained . Bazar merchants,

students, middle classes and even the working class fought
untidily — under the charismatic leadership of Ayatollah
Khomeini. Under his leadership the movement got committed
to the total rei~ iion of the entire system leaving no room for a

compromise <. :ion. That is why neither marital law nor the

concessions toiatedly granted by the government could

silence the opposition and resolve the crisis. On the contrary

i nd stick
unconcerred with the alternately changing carrot @

and more
policy of the Shah, the movement grew more

he passage of time. And
ahpour Bakhtiar an
nto @ democratic

imately
.determined and rigid with t ultimately
the compromise framework of Sh
strategy of managing a peaceful transitio
government failed. Under the unabated populdr

41N



Shah of Iran had to vacate his country on February, 5 1979
and with his flight the state apparatus in Iran built around s
oerson with all its attributes collapsed completely.

It marked the end of 2500 year old monarchy.
Subsequently, the mandate of the overwhelming majority of
the people for the creation of an Islamic Republic, in essence,
invalidated the decades old political set up of Iran. Later on | a
" new constitution was drafted and adopted . These drastic
changes contributed to certain basic shifts in the ideological
foundation, political orientation , national interest perceptions
foreign policy directions and above all to the basic power
structure of the Iranian state. These changes significantly also
marked its fundamental break from the -+ "/ order that was
characterized by socio-political heg= - -+ and political
economic dominance by external powers.

All revolutions are brought about by a coalition of social
forces , classes and groups . in most of the third world
countries particularly  among the Islamic countries religions
and religious groups have played important role in the
liberation struggles . However . in most of these struggles the
leadership was provided by the modern elite, trained and
oriented in weslern libera| tradition or in socialist ethos and it
was these groups and people who assumed power after the

- change. So far, Iran s possible the only country where the

11
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constitution that was framed, in spite of some institutiong|
a
resemblance was distinct in content from the secula
[
democratic and liberal frameworks of the west . Instead of

being based on the concept of popular sovereignty the new

system is supnnsed to reflect divine guidance by working
within the Islzi* ¢ Shi-i) legal frame work . The Iranian Islamic
republic is baue on belief in God, Divine revelation and its

fundamental role in setting of the laws of the land.
t of ViIayat-e-Faghih was introduced
f the Islamic Republic

A new concep

according to which the constitution 0
(mam Faghih

provides that during the accultation of the 12th
qualities should sh
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Another institution created is the Guardian council thay

comprises of six qualified jurist selected by the leader and siy

jurists elected by the Majlis (Iranian parliament ) from the Jist of

persons proposed by the supreme Judicial council . Thjg

Council is responsible for organizing elections . It has the

power of review the laws passed by the Iranian Majlis tq

ascertain that whether such laws are in conformity with Islam

or not. No bill can become law unless ratified by the council.

The ideological distinction and its appeal that
transcends its geographical borders gave Iran power that has
been disproportionate to its objective physical parameters. So
Iran after revolution emerged as a very important power
independent of both Western and Eastern camps.

This posed a greater challenge to the west particularly

to the United states as it could not digest the fact that the

country that had worked as a vital © ' ./ in its security
arrangement for the vital region of the ~sian Gulf should
itself cause the greatest threat to its intc:=. in the area. So it

tried its best to undermine and destabilize the revolution in Iran
through different means by employing economic and political
pressures to weaken the regime there[13]. However , the
Islamic revolution in lran with its strong base could not be
destabilized by all this . Iran stood on its position as firmly as it

could with i
n of course some constraints of international

I
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e the revoly; 1S g0
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and balances of bi- A
&M that ffereq (elatiyg
greater amount of freedom of iNdep dent Ction
‘ an it goy|
have otherwise got, .
However

» With the breakdown of

Soviet Union Iranians

ore apprehensive of A

Merican designs and
its claim to world leadership. They have €Xpresseq Serioys

suspicions about what Americans called

the new world order

which gives that |atter Unquestionable Supremacy Particularly

after operation desert storm launched tg €xpel Iragis from

Kuwait. It is natural for Iran to look for stronger allies preferably
in its vicinity. This explains its quest for building up relations
with two major powers like India ang China. Both India and
Chin have their own reasons to reciprocate positively to such a
venture. |
Such a grouping is going to be potentially very
"' iversal
important and po il especially in the context of univers
lmp '_&,‘\‘ . | | |
' be based
elr - al regional levels.. It need not b
quest for coope:: L " o
| 1:.gative concerns about a g
only on shared . :ga R
ituation. For any meaningful cooperation
Situation. Fo o ot i
Positive parameters also present .

d Pakistan
eolo [ it diffi o leave Fa
i I gical reasons lIran Hligh'[ find it difficult t



oul of such grouping. There is also a danger that the left out
Pakistan may be pushed further into greater dependence 3
alignment with outside forces thereby causing CO”Siderab|
damage to the prospects of regional cooperation This s th
‘sason for which ranian President Hashmi Rafsanjani recen|
stated that such a grouping should include Pakistap as well
such a thing happened then we might see that a Very powerfy
regional grouping organization emerging with tre"\endous
potentials for cooperation. However prerequisite for the

success of such a venture is that India and Pakistan resolveg

their differences amicably.

References

(1. For Tobacco protest of 1891 -93, see Nikki Kedla Religious

and Rebellion on Iran (London, 1966). For constitutional revolution of

1906 see E.G. Browne, The Persian Revolution of 1905-1909
(Cambridge, 1916,

[2]. See Fred Halliday | ~.2lorship and Development
(London 1879), p.24.
[3].

The Shah himself descrip= 1= flight to Rome in 1953 on the

advice of CIA ag 3 calculated rigk" sée Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, The

Shah's Story (New Delhi, Vikas, 1980) p.56.

4].
(4] For Cia's involvement in the coup see Kermit Roozewell
Count

B coup: The Struggle of the contro of Iran (Mc Grawn Hill, 1981)
It may b

er '
ecalled that k. Roosewelt played the key role in engineerint

15



the coup as he was special o

period.

[5]. For a detaileqy an:

Fregility of a Coercion Base( Regi
me *

. Dé
May/June 1890, pp.18.25. Clente (Ngy Delhiy
[6]. Halliday, n.2, p.og
[7]. See Roberi Grah .
am, lrﬁ%ﬂ% (Lond
Groom Helim, 1978) p g5 o

(8]. For details of thege €Conomic distort;

dependent development

Politics, Dependence and the Breakdown of the Monarchic System in
Iran: An Interrelationship", Political Science Review (Jaipur)
H—H“& ’

vol.20,nos.1-4, 1987: and Holliday, n.2.

[9]. See R.L.Chawla, "Economic Development of Iran", India

Quarterly (New Delihi), vol .35, no.2, April-June 1979, p.179.
[10]. For the =ctivites of SAVAK see Baba, n 5, pp.19-21.

[11]. For 10 » wrising see Marvin zonis, The Political Elite of Iran (
Princeton, 197¢..

[12].  Fordeizis see Halliday, n.2, pp.310-22.

[13]. After the revolution the United States frozed the Iranian assets

in the United States.

ari d supported
There is evidence to suggesl that Iraq was encouraged and Sup

' ossion against it in
by the West to underminc lan by launching aggression g |
urity Policy in the

1980. See Noor Ahmad Baba, "United Stales S€C )
August 1992,

" o Analysis,
Gulf: Predicaments and Prospects”, Strateqic ANAYS

PP.374-400.



