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MIR'S CONTRIBUTION TO PERSIAN LITE
USHMIRS & DY OF HisTORIOGRAPRY "

Unlike the histor_ies of many societies the history of
Kas ir is not .wrapped In mystery or l}as not to be splinted out
i archeologlca'l and .afchltectural evidence or from the travel
couns of foreign visitors only. Instead Kashmir's past is
zare ally preser_Vt‘d in recgrdeq accounts of different languages that
nclude ganskrit and Persian in pamf:ula‘r. In this direction, while
g volumes copld be written to highlight the historical works
written in Persian, one can, h?wever. not ignore the pioneering
ganskrit histories written before the emergence of Islam b}
Brahmans like Kalhana, Jovaraja, Shrivara, Prayya Bhata and Suka
pandit. In these histories a lengthy period of Kashmir’s past has
been recorded with perfect care and authenticity.

One can confidently assert that the main literary activities
of Kashmir after the 2 half of 14™ century, were seen particularly
i the field of historiography. Inspite of the fact that the early
phase of Shahmir period could not produce any great historian of
Persian Language, due to the Political turmoil and economic
instability prevalent in the conntry, still, Zainul Abid-Din (1420-
1470) lost no time in encouraging literary activities during his
reign. He was a very keen patron of arts and letters and made his
Durbar (Const.) the hub of Ulema and Fudala (scholars and learned
men). The Sultan is said to have created a translation Bureau as a
Pt of his court on the Pattern of Baitul-Hikmah of the Abbasid
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or the Nizamiya Academy of Saljuq Sulyyy,
Caliph MM lars: who worked as translators from gy -

The sch pandith and BOd'l Bhat. As a resy]y of guzn
e y o.f prominent .hls.torians Writing ih
scademic aC or the first time starts shinning on the literar;

Malij

"°“'z°“r°|feiﬁlff§§f history of Kashmir writien in Persian langy,,
Kashmirl writer Mulla Ahmad Kashmiri is “Wagaj-c.

by @ ™ Mulla Ahmad i said to have been a of Maulg,
KaShn:rAllama a close friend of Sharfud-Din  Bulbul §p,,
(P;dhnl\l’?l’ 13). T,he author of Tarikhi'P.Iassan’ Peerzada Ghuly
M arn (D.1808 AD) has quite often referred to above

san Khoi s
:Zitioned history 1n his Tankh.-l-Hassan. But t.he fact reMaing
that this books ( Waqaie-Kashmn) a part from being a translatjgp

of Kalhana's Rajtarangni, 1s an abridgement gf the histories of
those thirty five Kings of Kashmiri’s Kaljug period whose mentiop
has not been made by Kalhana. However, the *“Waqai-Kashmir of
Mulla ahmad Shah is not extant and the author of Tarikh Hassap
claims to have seen a manuscript of this book at Pinduri Villege in
Rawalpindi, Pakistan. Professor Siddiq Niazmand has thrown |
ample light on the origiuality of the abridged section of the book in
one of his articles.

According to Tarikh-i-Hassan Mulla Ahmad has also.
translated in Persian the famous Sanskrit chronicle “Mahabarat”.
Yet another Sanskrit book “Katha Sagar” was translated by him as.
“Bahr-ul Asma”. These translations he made, of course, with the
help of above mentioned Brahman scholars who were equally well
versed in persian and Arabic (M.M.P. 19). The Sultan als0
encouraged the local non-Muslim boys to study Persian and having
gfl?ft:lrgdedhi the necessary expertise in this language, they were

gh positions in Bureaucracy.

Nadiri il?sﬂ:g) ﬁorlant historian of the same period i Mut]l:
e i ¢ Mulla Ahmad was closely attached with %€
Zainul-Abidin. Mulla Nadiri had also writtef:
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Kasheer - 166). Both the S and Quz;
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pe.rsian and pertaining pamhlstory of ?gﬁ]’“ant, € two bookll
Mirza Hyder Dughlat, writ y to Kidhimie 3 Century S.
son Of Abu Said Kha ten in ho ir 1 Tarikh-i written
tem n, Wali nour of 1Ikh-i-Rashi =
" temporary account of mi e ashidi of
p.ﬂn from being a i mirza Hyder’ ar. Tarikh-i id Khan th
istory throws suffi Cientrly’ of the Mu hS conquests ,I‘Rashidi ‘e 2
Colural aspects iibcn s iels o uests in Kashni g
Shahm'SlnC? —_— thPOFary Kashmi;CaI econ()micASla. This
Shanmit period in Kash ¢ Persian hi ' , Social and
is considered a mir arc Istories wri
: S an authe : not extan written duri
With the eme ntic primary s t, hence Tarakhurmg the
:Cw phase of Pf:rsi.emrg(?nce of Chak — of Kashmi -I-Rashidi
e, e e e
’ czaacrlm(d iehalars froml? faith, were a;llshmir_ Chat I;-lStarts a
of chack rule ran. B e to alatin
instability in ]((31 years 963-99 = unfOITUnate?ttraCt - nul’nbe’ &
0, Duri Wsdarie-wich i 4 AH y, the s -
. uring thi : wich .) was 2 mall .
in Pers IS pe In turn a per period
rsian that riod we find affected th .lod of politi
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ten 153 1 (Kashmi as Tarikh-i cal account wri S
Tefers to eve 0-37, but th ir I, XI) says thail-lsiyed e s
nts takj € man . the :
ru us WO
. md [\l;rs as far a;ng Place after clrlpt copy avai]al[‘)li was written
to th: Tan'kh, t;elfl;l COIIlpletec(;3 ?;ields Yousuf Sh:hn;); rlesfer 5
: o 7 : 79 i
Saints of Kasugl? a political gh(:'r a'llttle before. g
hmir includin onicle, devotes
g Syed Ali H o
amadani, Mir
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i. Sheikh Nurudin Rishi and hig g,
later wrters. the author d“"-‘.‘l not attribute \n;
on to Kashmir 10 Fimur’'s persecution Ali
e coming the Syed sent two of his U'W'n\"'u
kashmtr to explore the religions al:l\‘] 'pOIAIlIC‘i]! atmosphere here ;‘:
Ja) (AQ. XX VID. Onl:\' two Fuanu;mpls of S}'gd AlI's histon, =
sently available 1n Kashmir, (:ng of the two is prescrved ip the
manusa:ipt section of Kgshmlr University Library ﬂ{"] 39) and oty
is in the Mahjoor collection of Cultural f\ciadcm}.' Srinagar '
S With the complete conquest of Kashmir by Mughals ul

1886 AD. during the reign of Ak.ber.’ the P_ersnan historio
boost in Kashmir. The Mughal kmg

alongwith other Arts, got a boos
were themselves great patrons of Arts and letters and some of thep

like Amanqzels Were great historians too. They too employed
scholars for translating the Sanskrit instars in Persian. Aﬁﬂ'-ﬂg
extinction of Mulla Ahmad Kashmir’s Persian translation of
Rajtarengni, which was done during the reign of Sultan Zainy]
Abidin (823-74 AH.). Akbar assigned to a great Kashmiri scholar
Shah Abadi, the Job of re-translating
Rajtarangni into Persian. Yet another translation of the same book
was completed by Abdul Qadir Badauni on the instance of
emperor Akbarin 999 AH.

Following the reign of Akbar, during Aurangzeb’s reigh
too some important addition were made in the field of Persian
historiography in Kashmir. In this period two Persian histories
were produced one is Baharistani Shahi whose author 1s not known
and another is Tarikhi-Kashmir by Hyder Malik Chadoora of the
first two manuscripts are presently available, one in the manuscript
section of Kashmir university Library (691) and another 1§
preserved in India Office Library under No. 509. -

: Baharistani Shahi, in the opinion of Prof. A.Q. Rafiqi was
‘written in 1516 AD. But this new is disputed by Prok MS.
- Niazmand who ascertains the date of its authorship as 1614 AD:

s

Mohammad Hamadan

Unhke the
Namadani's migra
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Apart from the Sanskrit chronicles mentioned earlier, the author
claims to have consulted also the Persian works of Mualla Ahmad
and Mulla Nadiri of Zainual Abidin’s time of which there are now
notraces. The pre-Islamic period is however dealt with less detail.
Another important history written during the reign of
‘Mughal emperor Jahangir is “Tarikh-i-Kashmir” by Hyder malik
Chadoora, This history has been brought down to AH. 1029 and
Was completed in 1620-21.
~ This history is itself a testimony of its importance and
:fm“fi‘)’ on 5o many ways since the author had held high
Wcmﬁc positions in Kashmir during reign of Jahangir. Hyder

m Sarts his article with on intention of recording the glgrious
ue th‘_’ﬂﬂcesto;s who were rulers and administrators, but in the
ol s writing provides us with a fruitful and all

g3
B

201



Seminar Vumber..... 2009

—-—

rse aspects of Kashmir hi-,-u,,,y ’
. ]c

il about the dive

imporlam deta
writes: ik })d/a//li"lsjl:f,lﬂfw,;/ﬁ,'n
,l/l,d.'.bufgwﬂwf:/bﬁcff"jlf,u?,,”
iy r;/fz:;fyﬁ ...,.z.:/'g..ﬂz/’/_ﬁ
f‘;)/iétﬁi’u'gcwl,/(;,,_ﬁw

+ o N3
i G
The author of Tarikhi Kashmir has been a close and respected
Courtier of Jehangir and Shah-i-Jahan. During his “Raisul Mulki” :
be got constructed a number of architectural masterpieces in

Kashmir. He renovated the Magbara of Mir Shamus-ud-Din Iragi

at Chadoora. The most remarkable contribution of Hyder Malik in
this field is the reconstruction of the Jamia Masijid of Srinagar
which was razed by fire during the period of Jahangr
Consequently Hyder malik was assigned the job of reconstruction
of the mosque by Jahangir in 1029 AH. which is testified by an
inscription written above the southern gate of Jamia Masijid 339,
Hyder Malik also built a masque at Poonch ( 238). |
The copies of this history are available in various libraries

of the world. The famous among these are that of British Museum
and two preserved in the Manuscript. Division of Kashmi
University Library. .

- Another famous history of Kashmir is «Wagiat-e-Kashmi'™
ﬁm‘l‘ﬂd Azam Dedamari, The author completed this history
~ in 1747-48 (277 ). The author himself mentions.
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has divided this book into )
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e autho - (ﬁql;ﬁ&d'ﬁ‘dk»)
1 lf;lepart discussed the qualitieg
P Thi ter the author has discusseq
ppost ;h;%ence of Islam here
| e e

0 o ¥ Consists of the account of Muslim Sultanate i,
' Chap™,

KaShm'lra chapter of the book deals with the histo
qhe thir

: Ir.
yusty i Ka;gg'k also presents a detailed informatioy, about the
g:his preaclrs and poets of Kashmir from the period of
ylem?, ©
hahmiries. s that deserve our mention are Dasturns
S Three othe[; ngl:l;il completed in 962/1555, chilchil alu]
alikir by Baba. ishaq Qar1 completed in 982/1575 and Hidazat-
Arifin by K_hawa"a der Tulmuli completed in 997/1589. They are
" ukl;liism ?‘ysﬂ:ikh Hamza a prominent Suhrawardi saint of
biographics O .
ashmir. - s “Gawhali Alam by
e oher Chrlo l;mc:ilelsl 1;1(1)(2)1}172185 (Bodelian Library NOi
mpleted 1 g Kou
) _"haf“m%d /_\Sgh(;gir,? by a Kashmir Brahmaf;‘ E;:fgﬁi)letion
e i istory of Kashumt t0 1710, he yar
Az, is a histo .
of the work Mahks chronicles and contalmnz
Itis an abridgment of Hyde{ opies are available at m
0 new information. Its manscript cop o. 511) British Musit
Bodelian fibrary (No. 318) India office (NO-
W.(11631),
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“Newadir-ul Akhbar™ by Rafiud-din Ahmad
1136/1723. It brondes no information other thap, I:O"}Neted :
in Baharistance Shahi and Tarikhi K. of Hyder Maliw LIS alreyq
“Tarikhi Kashmir” by Birbal Kachri g,
Majment Tawarikh™ This is a history of Kashmir {q 125k1no
is mainly based upon the earlier Sanskrit and Pergjy -
Bodelian library No. 1973. N chronicje
“Tarikh-i-Hassan” by Peer Hassan Khoehamj (d. 189
first bolume of the book deals with the geography of Kshyt.
Muslim monuments, castes, tribes and religious sects. E
The second volume is devoted to the political history
Kashmir upto the authors own time. The 4" volume concen:ry-
upon the poets of Kashmir mostly Persian who flourished
sultanate and the Mughal period. E




