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To Alexander’s campaigns we own our earliest geographical
notion of Turkistan (Central Asia) and nearly all we know about
Central Asia between Second century B.C. and th(‘i sever‘lth cel.lt.ury
AD. has been extracted from Chinese sources.! Socio-political
de and commerce Central Asia

affairs apart, in the field of tra . -
occupied the key position i the East-west trade in those distant
days.2 In fact prior to the discovery of the East-west Sea route,

Central Asia had been the meeting place of commerce and
civilization of China, India, Middle East and Europe; and all the
trade routes connecting them lay across this territory.3 Trade
Route ‘Silk route’ the oldest and the longest trade route known to
man was named so because it was mostly used by carvans which
brought silk from China to Persia and to the Lavantine market, was
firmly established by first century B.C.* From perking the rout
pas'sed over a long pelt-of oasis both north and south of the desert
ggz}c;llhiriz::::dc ;Esexrchssstizy haﬁ] with wells and ‘c‘arvan saris.’
Kashgar in Sinkiang (glia;tern ?uk'em i thrqugh ot .o
linked to this trade artry at Ka i ek 10 important channel
Kashmir all along the stgar junction came from Gujrat to
vast plains of northern India and th
through Ladakh and across Pamirs vi ' i
Kashgar the main “Silk route’ s via Yarkand to Kashgar. From
(Western Turkistan) over the inaf rOCfeded to Mawara-un-nahar
Shan through several passes, one t?eSblble an.d inhospitable Tien-
» one of the most important ones being
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ing further
a valley. Passmg‘
o Fargha;arfashan, the Angu Darya,
:hro“varya, thi(horaSan and Iran.” At Sap
Si d 1o

: it leading south across th
0511""uc ne branch of it i

through ¢he valleys of
the Murghat, the road
arkand thig great rout

€ pass of Hindu
in of Indus, Ap almost aralle] royq
§i15% abul and the bas b o oad led

o d or \u Darya and from there either to Balkh ang Kabul apq
P perat. |
0" Hera
st 0 B Bazaar: Both the Greeks and Ch
qrade d life fairly well developed in
yrban wed from Fargha'na the cyl | :
arlinese borT® to the proximity of the Nomads, horse breading
Egcem"”do-:l;%rghana, and the Chinese
ed 1

€ven organised military
— i breed of itg horses. In
rist sake of one particular :
O:editions fog ngl:bitanfs of Farghana learnt fyom the Chinese the
eX the

i furm,

fheir

ing Silver and Gold Vessels and. Iron Weapons, These
of making | flourishing in Farghana durmg.thg first century of
5 were ?“l s the ‘Silk rout’ served as a principle Channel for
;slam'7 Whll; ?;Shinese silk; Greeco-Roman glass and cut crystal
it 0

inese found agricultyre
Mawara-Up.N

tivation of the.\ wine and

' der western-
expo . hina by the same rout un
ﬂ:,:re imported mtgncfusuy developed in central Asm,_pgrallel to |
"ilnﬂ-{l’e'ryice, the gltaf)sf the Metal Industry under the inf_luence of tlTe
e developmen th century Turkistan was much as it had been 13 ‘.
st In the Sevzr: B.C and its culture coulc} not hatze sttc;o
the fourth Ce,nh gat of Sasanian Iran, were as in the 10 .lc.:entiozly
comparison W;t from the other countries of ancient ClVl‘le:r v
i differed ll-tt . esting are the facts pointing to the c;l)n.mdustry8
Particularlyhmt;:)wns and to the Progre_ss of trade lanofn; gl
povih éheinese Prisoners, captured in th;: B:rtltu;acturing,rag-
me'the f Samarkand learned the art o n:1 PRl e
lnhablt%nhtiss :ew writing material gradually sprr:;mem both in the
Lo d replaced papyrus agd pa nd population
to the West an o lds. “In extent a
e Gy wori of Transoxania (Mawara-Ul? :
smrkand was always the first city anids, Bukhara was the
i ge when under the Samanids, hiefly by its
Nehar) even in the age w 11 is explained chiefly
. lmportance 1S N uts from
tapital of the Kingdom. Thls. R S T S
geographical position at the J}mzmi): Merv ) and from the Turkis
India (via Balkh ), from Persia ( v
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l.)ominions." Trading with the Nomads was profitable tq the
civilized population who received from them t.he products of thejy
breeding, in particular meat and horses.'Su_ll_ greater was
demand of Nomads for the products of their cx’v:hzed neighbours
such as wheat and especially articles of clothing whe.rever trade
existed between the Nomads and Sedentary Popplatlon on the
Borders of China of the Muslim world and of Russmtthe Nomads
prove their herds to the fronticr towns with out waiting for the
traders {0 come on to their steeps. Besides the necessary
commoditics another attraction for the Nomads were tl‘lc read beds
along the banks of the large rivers which made convenient grounds
for winter camping. The coming of the Nomad§ for t?]e llt{)ade of
these winter quarters casily turned into plundering raids. Pe?er
Brent remarks that “Samarkand during Timurid time stood as a city
loud with trade bright with mosaic, cool with fountains and
gardens, Sonorous with poetry and music. Having destroyed its
rivals, he diverted to it almost all the trade of the eastern world.
From Nongorod and Nakin, from Delhi, Hamburg, Alexandria are
Venice, Merchandise and Merchants threaded their laborious way
to where in this city of endless lanes and squares, of shaded
arcades and sudden flamboyant minarets, the energy of Tamurlang
had decreed the existence of World’s central market”.!" Timur
appreciated that trade could help him achieve glory and make it
worthwhile. By blocking the routs from the Black Sea to China he
diverted trade to make Samarkand the great junction from Carvans
playing between Europe, India and China. Merchants were fully
protected against marauding or cheating and attracted by
favourable terms'> Timur went so far as to write to all fellow
Sovereigns in Europe and Asia, urging them to send merchants
because trade makes for prosperity nor did he neglect the related

conditions of agriculture and industry. “ Cultivation was helped by

irrigation works, sericulture was developed further and orders were

given for planting cotton, flex and hemp. Textile workers were

brought to Samarkand from Syria or Iran as were many other

craftsmen, Armo-urers from Turkey goldsmiths from Georgia,

glass blowers from Syria and even porters from China”.*Under

Shah Rukh and Ulugh Begh, the Timurid State entertained

peaceful trade relation with the more distant eastern countries. The

10

Scanned with Oken Scanner



.ampaign against (ﬂ'hinq Was abandone
ot 8 N death. One of the main iteny Of Chinege

Sﬂcr Timur S,ductit‘“ of which had attained ahiph Perfection in the
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fificenth century.
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B85 rlm: can hold all the inhabitants at I'n
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PO”CS'S' Jthc whole world of commeree ' All these traders were 1
wﬂpr.];ein full working in the Bazaar's of n\»’lu\\ura-l?n-;\'almr
:.;;t Timurid period. Fach stree Was devoted g asingle trade;
here were the silk shops, there the Jg‘\\'cllcr.s. here the brass
'\;orkcrs. while ()w;\sionull_\ alarge s‘.'_;ng\\u_\' with a cour beyond
marked the place of a “Carvan Serai» for the accommod
Lreign merchants who came for 4 short time for
dorace of goods. Here was small Kite
i’dlli&t\. cooking over the dim lre,
hop was merely o small
e behind it guite

d up
0od sort of
on of idea
or * Jamma®
day prayers and
a) that are thought 14

ation of

ade and (e
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VP10 the street, g the
cempased the front of (he shop were g taken’ do
time. The merchan Mbeross-legoed or op heels on
mating, while his wares either OCCUpy the rest of the
placed on shely ¢s behind i Most of the
there wag rarely place for g Iriend or 1
CUstomers either sood in the sty
K?cir POsILioNs on (he threshold
t

R dazaar e would see Jewellers, B
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ther shopkeepers dealing with grains,
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stiver rings ang car-rings, belt clasps and
be WOom on shouidcrs or in the hair,
"hlaces o Bracelets SCU with pieces of coloured
o O W preci, > Stones, one could see great
used for decoratinge Bridals,
> ang When thickly set

sometimes
stone. In
quantities of
the homs of saddles or
S¢U would look much like Shagreen
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- leather. Manufactures of native pots and utensils, usually of
graceful shapes and often very delicate workmanship would yse
simple instruments like simple foundry or furnace fed by bellows
worked by hand, and different types of chisels etc. for purpose of
washing they would make 2 large basin surmounted by’ a platter,
pierced with delicate arabesques to receive the water poured over
the hands. Knife being so important to the life of every person, this
trade occupied a large number of persons both for the manufactyre
and the sale: The handles were usually made of bones, horns often
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