Scanned with CamScanner




Scanned with CamScanner




Scanned with CamScanner




Scanned with CamScanner




Scanned with CamScanner




Scanned with CamScanner




Scanned with CamScanner




Scanned with CamScanner




Scanned with CamScanner




Scanned with CamScanner




Scanned with CamScanner




Scanned with CamScanner




his travelogue that the land of India possessed and awesome
reputation in the minds of Central Asians. Mahmud writes:

since the immensity of India is full of seemly people,
garnished with numerous rarities and symbols which witness the
perfect force (of God), and landscapes illuminated by refinements
and abundant grace, and the traces of Creation and the secrets

of invention are to be found there, the bird of my intention took off

in flight in that direction.

If the elderly mulla from Samarqand proved a great
source of entertainment for the Mughal emperor, this is not to say
that Mutribi's appeal for Jahangir was merely that of a buffoon, at
least any more than with anyone who came into the royal
presence. On the other hand what is certainly clear, even filtering
out the self-important bias of Mutribi's narrative, is that Jahangir

valued his as an important source of news and information from

Central Asia.
Moreover, the tone of the Emperor's frequent questions

to Mutribi about Central Asian people and places is distinctly

compatriotic: he inquires about the Juybari sheikhs of Bukhara

as of mutual acquaintances, and of local affairs in the manner of

a longtime expatriate p'ying a more recent one for the latest

gossip from home. Given that no Mughal monarch since

Jahangir's grandfather had ever set foot on Central Asian soll,
mony to the dynasty's

d for at least threé

this attitude provides a curious testi

Nostalgic mentality, which persisted unsatisfie
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