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socio-cultural life of India reflected in Amir Khusray’
u's

historical Mathnawi Qiran-us-Sadain & Nuh Sipihr

Amir Khusrau, (1253- 1325), who is an acclaimed and
outstanding personality of 13th and 14th century, was 2 born
poet, writer, courtier, historian, linguist, Sufi and harbinger of
composite culture of India. He was popularly known zs
Tuti-i-Hind - 'The parrot of India'. India has not produced such
personality in the Muslim communities in India even during the
gap of seven centuries. Ziauddin Barni, a prominent historian of

Medieval India rightly points out that Amir Khusrau, "a Man with

such mastery over all the form of poetry has never existed in the

past and may perhaps not come into existence before the Day

of Judgment."

Maulana Shibli, the writer of Sher-ul- Ajam, in vol. 2 writes " no

person of such comprehensive ability has been born in India

. o of
during the last six hundred years, and even the fertile soil 0

nly three of four of such varied

Persia has produced O

accomplishments"1
ant

f the two predomin

Khusrau represents amalgamation ©
f the two cultures

cultures; his works symbolize the synthesis ©
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that were interacting for the first time during his time He,
appropriately, calls himself an Indian Turk (Turk-e~Hindustani)
and his Sufi Master (Nizamuddin Aulia) called him the "Tyry
God", which symbolizes his knowledge of Turkish, Arapic,
Persian and the colloquial languages of North India,

Khusrau started his career under Balban's nephew Allauddip
Mohammad Kashli Khan (popularly known as Malik Chchajju) at
the age of twenty years. Subsequently, he served the ten smg
and great rulers from Nasiruddin Mahmood to Ghiasuddin
Tughlagq till he died in 1325, (at the age of 72 years).

Khusrau's all literary works reflects the spirit of the times and the
tendencies at work, which is important for those looking after the
socio- cultural history of the time. Literature is the mirror of the
society, which gives a detail accounts of the social and cultural
life of that time and, therefore, there is much in it, which forms 3
very interesting study of social evolution. His literary works
reflect the people and represent the picture of their social life
and cultural activities and of the behaviours of the various
classes of the people. Dr. K.M. Ashraf expresses his feeling of
Khursau pre-eminently as a historian of contemporary social
life.2

Khusrau has never claimed himself to be a historian but he was
well versed in prevailing traditions of historiography and has
written about half a dozen historical works, including prose

chronicles and Mathnawis (Poetical compositions). He was more
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a poet than a historian, more a panegyrist than, an impartial
Ia

writer. But, when he writes history, he keeps restrains gyar

muse of poetry and does not sacrifice facts for fancy. We do net
know whether the poet had any precedent before him to follow,
but, in India, he was a pioneer in the field and we are certainly
indebted to him for the valuable historical data he left for ys, It is
quite immaterial whether he wrote these works by inclination or
persuasion. Khusrau was fully equipped with the knowledge, the
experience, the narrative excellence and the ability to speak on
unpalatable facts in concealed and suggestive manner, which a
historian of the middle ages in India basically required. In
addition, he possessed the mystic insight and poetic fancy,

which helped him to bring home to his readers that facts were
stranger than fiction. This remark should in no way be
constructed to mean that in the treatment of historical themes
Khusrau used his imagination rather loosely. He always kept

them apart and never used real and historical characters

symbolically or allegorically along with fictitious ones.

"If the function of the historian is to enlighten and illuminate by

throwing fresh, almost new, light on, and adding 10 the existing

Stock of knowledge of the past, then the wealth of solid, factual

i i Chusrau's
Information, not availing elsewhere, and furnished by Khus

ntitie
Works, specially the Miftah, Khazain, and Tughlaq Nama, entitie

iqa, Nuh
the author to be called a historian. Though the Ashiqa

ipi isail-i-ljaz are @0
Sipihr, Qiran-us-Saadain and even the Risail-i-ljaz &
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ion of political value, they are ..
i le information O 5
wanting in valuab

( solid worth for those working in the field of social and cujty,,
of s0

history.3
man of multifarious activities and looked at the g

He was a
around him from the window of religion, state and society anqg
depicted his impressions honestly and sincerity. He has not
catalogued the events of past like historians but has narated the
present situation and events of the country. His works are not the
result of any introspection or retrospection, but are based on his
observation and experience. He himself claims in Nuh Sipihr
Juw y LA f#fﬁ?w Ivg

(I say whatever | see with my own eyes- not stories or
tales of the past.)
Khusrau's works become handy so far as the factual information
with historical relevance are concerned. The historian Barani,
many times quotes Khusrau to confirm some of his own points
of view. In many works Barani's assertions are supplemented by
the facts furnished by the Khusrau. Barani has not given any
account regarding the rising of the Tughlaq Dynasty but,
Khusrau has provided detailed information in this regard. His
account of the circumstances that led to the rise of the Tughlaq
Sultan is fully based on his Personal knowledge. He did not have

to collect data from any other source in order to write any of his

works of historical significance, Khusrau was an eyewitness of
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all that he wrote; he mentions the gate of aac
- a3Cending of

Ghiasuddin Tughlaq to the throne as o

Q5
Saturday the 1st of

shaban 720 AH. (September 8, 1320) while Tarikh-e-Mubarar
WiEe-ViuDara

ghahi of Isami puts 721 AH (1321 AD) anq Barani accepts 1

former date. He gives the position of the stars at the moment of
Ghiasuddin Tughlaq's coronation, thus making an astronomical
verification of the date easy. He says the rising sign was
Sagittarius with Mars in it, the Sun and Mercury in Virgo in the

tenth house and the Moon in Scorpio in the Amir Khusrau's
account of the kings and the nobles of the period are based on
his personal knowledge and contact. He wrote about Kaikubad's
meeting with Bughra Khan on the basis of his personal
knowledge as he had accompanied the Sultan to Awadh. He
wrote about Jalaluddin's early campaigns on the basis of his
personal knowledge as he was one of the nadims of the Khaiji
Sultan and used to attend his special majlis. He wrote about
Dual Rani and Khizir Khan on the basis of the information
supplied by Khizir Khan. His account of Allauddin's campaign in
the Deccan, his numerous administrative measures, his market
control, his Mongol policy, his building activities etc. are based
on his personal experience and observation.

Khusrau's meticulous treatment of facts and gxactness of

; i e of
Cchronology and sequence makes him an invaluable source Q
contemporary history and culture.

. i
His historical works consist of Qiran-us-Saadain, Miftah-u
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: : %igihr and P uoRian
, y Rani Khizit Khan. Nufh 4 .
puteh, Duwal Rant REEE

e axhh as Khazan-uh-Fuluh ane
.  ernee works such g
oifver DINOSE

Nama Mg o o
; from historical pont -s
awaid, are » very important e
Absghyi-Faweid, 8re aso )
VRN . .
discuss about his only two historical Mathnawis

dere, | will Ony
cuch as Qirsnus- Sadain and Nuh Sipihr in which he gives vivig

Qiran-us-Sadain: Khusrau wrote this Mathnawi on the

cersistence of Kaikubad the King of Delhi. Qiran-us-Sacain was
e momentous confrontation and recondiiation between father
and son. He gives detail accounts of the gifts exchangsd
hatween Sultan Kaikubad and Bughra Khan such as, zlos.
doves. musk. ambergris, camphor, sandal, gold. jewels, pearis.
quariz. horses. camel, swords .daggers, bows, slaves brought
from Tartar and Khutzan, brocaded and silken costumes eic. 4
Khusrau in this Mathnawi has praised Delhi, which has thres
large forts and thirteen gates along with the Masjidd Jama and
s lofty minaret, buillt by Shamsuddin litutamish. He also gives
the graphic descriptions of Hauz-e- Shamshi built by Sultan
litutamish. He says it flows between two hillocks; its water was
S0 clean and transparent that the particles of sand sparkled
even in the night from its depth, its water did not go deep
because of its stony ground, its wave struck a hillock and its
Sweat water was drunk in every house. Many canals had bee?

dug out from the river Yamuna up to this reservoir. In the midst
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of it, there was a platform on which was constructed 5 building.

The fowls and fishes of the reservoir presented a beautiful

spectacle. Here people gathered together to enjoy its pleasant

sight.5According to Khusrau, Qutub Minar, the upper storey of

which was made of gold, served as a stair to reach the seventh

sky and it acted also as a pillar to sustain the domes of the sky.

He Praises Hindustan and inhabitants of Delhi. He says Delhi is

famous in all over the world for being the Islamic centre of

justice. It is like paradise in the world, which can be compared to

the garden of Aram in paradise. He goes far ahead and speaks

of the sanctity above the sanctity of the Ka'ba that might go

round it even on hearing of its beautiful gardens. Gardens

surrounded it for two miles and the river Yamuna flows nearby.

There are three cities of Delhi of which two are old and third one

is newly built. By OId Delhi is meant the Old Fort and the

boundary wall of the city and New Delhi is the newly founded

city of Kilokhari near the river Yamuna
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so gives vivid accounts O
Khusrau says if somebody drinks v,

f weather, fruits, flowers, ¢l
He al

and festivities of India.

f this country he or she will never urge to drink the water of
of i ’

en Khurasan. Every time you will find the fruits of Khurasa,,
ev :

here. He felt delighted to find the fact that in Delhi flowers were

seen blooming throughout the year and its land looked fyj of

silver and gold due to them; here green verdure was as good zs
of paradise. He loved the melons of Delhi very much, so he szjd
that this was preferable to all fruits of paradise and was as sweet
as sugar.6

Khusrau has described aboyt the pan (betel-leaf). It was offered
to the guest after the end of the meal. The reason for the
popularity of betel leaf among people, poor as well as rich, was
the belief that those who chew the pan will never face a disease
like leprosy. It pure blood, It had digestive properties served as a

stimulant in laziness, arrested the decay of teeth and controlled

bad breath.7
csse LBy et Sy ao S v
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ant if costumes made of such clothes were ¢,
transpare

on, and some of their varieties cou
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looked |d be wrapped in a nail

Nuh Sipihr: Amir Khursau's historical Mathnawi Nuh Sipihr (the

nine skies), which has been divided into nine equal parts, was
written on the request of the reigning King Mubarak Shah Khilj,
All nine Sipihr are very important. However, the third part is most
important in terms of the fact that its whole Sipihr deals with the
praises of India. It consists of socio- cultural conditions of India
and gives valuable information of climate, flowers, fruits, birds
and animals, sciences, religions and languages of India. He
brings fore unquestionable arguments to prove India's
superiority over and above all other countries. He asserts that
his land is the store house of wisdom and learning. Khusrau has
ried to prove the superiority of India over and above all other
countries and also provides valid reasons in this regards and
Says that it is the paradise on earths. He has given seven
reasons to prove that it s Paradise on the earth. First, Adam

first land
ed on the lang of India after the fall from Paradise.

Second, Peaco '
e k. a bird of paradise also exists in India. Third
Ven snake also came from

> Paradise. Fourth, when Adam

€parts from |ngi
dia he felt deprived from all things of his choic®
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Fifth, India has lot of things for luxurious fife Si
- Oith, India ig th
e
for all jtg blesse( things
Luxuries. Seventh, Muslims regard India ag 5 Paradise ang
e an

Garden of Eden (Paradise)
and

rest
of the world as a mere prison.8

ot 2 Ls kg T = RO
‘{, > Sk ﬁ)( i éc:/:."ub,,:_»,.@_;g

As Khusrau mentions, India is a paradise on the earth and its
weather, fruits and flowers are better than the weather, fryits
and flowers of the whole World. This points out how Khusrau
wants to prove that India is superior to all other countries in the
world in all spheres of life. Khusrau mentions ten reasons to
prove that India is superior to any country in the whole world in
respect of learning, knowledge, arts and crafts. First of all, India
is a place where learning, arts and crafts are polyvalent. You will
not found like this in any part of the other world. Second, Indian
can learn and speak the languages of any part of the world but
foreigners fail to learn and speak in any Indian language. Third,
Intellectuals arrived here from all parts of the world for getting
knowledge and no Indian needs to go anywhere in the world for
getting knowledge. Fourth, Numerical system and especially
ciphers (zero) are purely the innovations of India. Fifth, most
popular works of world literature, Kalila wa Dimna were writté?n
here. The game of chess that enlightens heart also originated in

i ve been
India under the hands of men of understanding who ha
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dged by others s superior. They bow down iy
e

hem. Sixth, the game O
derives its root from Sanskrit "ChatUrangan'

acknowl

{ f chess is, basically, an
heads before

Indian game which

when it travelled to Iran and was known as Hashtrang", e

Arabicised version of this is "Shatranj" which by lapse of fimq

and practice got acquaintance with this in both India and [z

Seventh, the three productions, arithmetic, Dimna, chess, all the
world finds light and wisdom in emanated from India alone
Eighth, Indian Sarod that burns the heart and soul are not found
in any part of the world. Ninth, The Indian music is famous in
whole world and India has done lot of progress in this regards. It
hypnotizes even the wild deer of the deserts. Tenth, and the
last, Khusrau the most famous poet and charming singer were
born here. It is tough to find an equal to him all over the world. If

Atarad (Mercury) comes down form the heavens, it bows before

him. There is no doubt and suspicion in it.9
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Khusrau says that India is the land of languages as s mar¥

lan : o
guages and dialects are spoken here which are uniqu® int

who sae 1
le world because ng one will find so many varieties in

Part of the world. He says, "India observes that the H,ndavnh
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peen their main language.

C

Persian language was |
S lntr\)dur,;c:d by

the Gghori and Turks. In short, it ig foolish 1 y
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Turkish and Arabic. |, being an Indian, haye SO many | |
) =y lang

R . Uages
SuCh as, Sindh', LahO”, Kashmiri’ Kabarj Dwar 3
' samuy

¢ ' . . ﬂdari,
Telingi and Gojar, Ma'bari, Gouri, Bengali ang Oudhi prevalent |
1 vl ‘n

its own circle. These languages have been useq 4, 3 spoken b
Y

he common men from the ancient time. 10
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He h -
as also mentioned aboyt the Sanskrit language that W&
Spok ‘
Poken by the Brahmin, It was not known or used by the comm
People '
Ple of India. Byt Khusrau mentions as a very sweet languag®

and puts j
Puls it second tg the Arabic, but, not inferior to the Persia™

Bnidze I
2 /[’ /“"/df N S n i l}t’/ =’

31

Scanned with CamScanner



c:‘& ,,”Lw”}“wdl‘ L)H U/C’dh‘]u /-"J/ ),
cfs?u:’w"(l" £ o T sy g Sy
(M e ™)
i Nuh Sipihe Khusrau approclates the essence of Hiny, religion
and some of their soclo- rellglous customs such ae a Hindy
woman dying willingly on her husband pyre. He writes about the
romarkable fidelity of the Hindu males and females to their object
of love and devotion and incidentally he describe about the very
old customs of India. The dying of the Hindus for expressing their
fidelity and sincerity was not an uncommon affair. He was so

nwuch impressed by the sheer nobility underlying this act of self

immolation (sati) that he has expressed his in word several times.

:,,,,l;/f’/baJ/U/Jvf w”./‘:‘)d/lwgfgﬁu}ug
Thus, this is to conclude that, Khusrau was not a professional
historian. He has never claimed himself as a historian. He has
written what he saw with his naked eyes during his life time
because he was related from the court to the masses and visited
almost all part of the country. He handles historical subjects
critically and chronologically, giving a connected and systematic
account of that period. He has not catalogued the events of past
like historians but has narrated the present situation and events
of the country chronologically and very sincerely. The date and
chronology provide by him is used by several important historians

of later period with or without acknowledge his name.

32

Scanned with CamScanner



e s I S B A S—

.

His five historical Mathnawls such as; Qiran- ys. Sadain
s 1 .

Miftah-ul- Futuh, Dewal Rani Khizr Khan, Nuh Sipihr ang Tuglaq

Nama. His other work such as Khazain-ul- Futuh gives authenti.

information of soclo- cultural conditions of India of that period
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