ORIENTAL COLLEGES OF KASHMIR ypyye

pOST-GRADUATE DEPARTMENT oF pg &‘m &

[ An Inspection ]

ORIENTALISM, MEANING & SCOPE:

Orientalism, as defined in the Encyclopaedia of Asian History, h
iraditionally been the name of the academic discipline that undertalz,’s t}?:
study of non-western cultures by Europeans and more recently, b
Americans. Currently Orientalism also designates the underlying attit,ude);
and motivations of men and women who have pursued this avenue of
research and the consequences, these attitudes and motivation have had on
the discipline itself and on society in general.

Neither the West nor the Orient, explains Ziauddin Sardar in his book
entitled Orientalism, are monolithic entities; both are complex, ambiguous
and heterogeneous. The Orient consisted - and consists — of the great
civilizations to the East of the West: Islam, China, India and Japan. Not only
could the West not deny them a history, an established place in the scheme of -
things, but it also had to recognize their power and wealth. And it was their -
intellectual and military power and economic and cultural wealth that gave
rise to Orientalism. As such, Orientalism is geographically bound — it grew
out of the fact that the powerful civilizations of the East were a lure to the
desires of Western Civilization; and the civilizations of the East did not
immediately collapse at the onset of Western power. But the West itself v:;:
not always ‘the West’. The notion of the West as a political entity dates to e
Sixteenth century. Before that there was Christendom. And 1t is 10 ins
encounters of Christendom and its closest neighbour, Islam, that the Orig

of Orientalism, and much of its history, can be traced.
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Religious mission Was not only the catalyst for involvement in Asian
cultures. Trade and empire building both encouraged the acquisition of
linguistic skills and any other practical tools needed to ensure the
establishment of stable markets and secure colonies.

pming the 18" and 19® centuries; at the same time that important
roads into “the Orient” were being made in the name of religion, trade and

tmpire, ‘h‘? growth of interest in non-Western Culture is increased In
academic circles.
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OR]ENTALISM IN KASHMIR, A SHORT HISTORY:

Kashmir was one of the important centres of Qg :
Culture and Thought in Asia even 200 years ago. The Orienrtlaelnit:ltitli?gn lng}
Kashmir possessed exemplary excellence and was so important and fa:lig
in Asian Countries that scholars from Afghanistan, Iran and Iraq used t(s,
iravel to Kashmir for gaining high standard lessons in teaching and research
from these great centres of learning.

Initially, the centres of Islamic and Oriental studies were the mosques.
Later the Oriental colleges came into existence. Its scparate and independent
establishments spread throughout the Islamic world and were recognised as
renowned centres of learning and gained excellence in the promotion of

Oriental knowledge.

Nizamul Mulk of Toos, Iran (d.485 A.H.), the Prime Minister during
the empire of Saljuq dynasty for a period of thirty years, had a great desire to
promote Oriental learning where ever or whenever possible and practicable.
He established Oriental colleges in the cities of Nishapur, Balkh, Heart,
Khawaf, Marv, Isfahan, Basra and Mosal. The most important and largest
among these, was the Oriental college of Baghdad, which was established in
the ear 457 A.H. The colleges got popularity with the name of Nizamia

Stream of Education.

The religious centres and monasteries of Kashmir also used to serve as
teaching institutions. It is a matter of pride for Kashmir that there existed
distinctive centres of knowledge and learning in ancient times also.

The scholars of Kashmir, during the reigns of the Budhists and the
Hindus were possessed of gifted divine vision and intellect. As a result they
had left behind such high standard works of wisdom and literature that the
people of neighbouring countries believed and accepted Kashmir as the seat

of goddess of learning, “Saraswati”.

Abu Rehan Alberuni (d.440 A.H.), an Arab traveller and disting_uished
Sch(’lflr, when visited Kashmir with Sultan Mahmood Ghaznavi, Was
“onished to observe the literary environment of Kashmir and gave his

honest and req] note in his travel book entitled Tahqeeq Ma-Alhind, that

“t . . . e 1
here are only two most important Centres of Learning in India i.e. Varanasl

:n:plgasfhmi.r ”. He did explore that the Vedas were first _of all b‘foughht \Ill'lcctl};z

Were Ol written scriptures by the Pandits of Kashmir. Prior to this, the o

transfg "®Served in the hearts and memories of great Pandits who use
Cthem to the Jater generations.
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Hazrat Mir Syed Ali Hamadani started his mission of Cultyral and
Literary transformation during the reign of Sultan Qotbuddin (1373. |
1389A.D.). The Shaikh, alongwith the Islamic faith, gave special attentiont,
the Arabic religious and philosophical education as well as Islamic Culture
also.

All of the scholars and Sufees of his mission were engaged in
performing their assigned task in certain institutions, besides their residences
were also the places where persons got preachings. Moreover, there were
three important Madrasas (Colleges) during this period. They are - (1)
Madrasa Sultan Qotbuddin, near present Fatah Kadal in Srinagar. The
founder principal of this college was Haji Mohammad Qari with the world
renowned scholars as its teaching staff. (2) This Sultan had also got another
institution for religious learning named Madrasat-ul-Quraan, which W&
managed by Abul Mashackh Shaikh Sulziman and (3) Madrasa Orvat
Wuthga - was also founded by Hazrat Shaikh Jamaluddin Mohaddith durin
the reign of Sultan Qotbuddin.

. re
A|_| the above named three institutions of learning Wer sr:;ﬂ
standardized and upgraded than the universities. But due 10 _me closed
sightedness of the non-Muslim rulers these institutions were forc'bl.} lits 0
for ever. They were also ignorant from the value and essemti®
cdm:ation_..
o ted O
- Sul@ Sikander, afier the death of his father Qotbuddin. W z::::am
throne in 1389 A.D. He also founded a Madrasa (College) " ™% 7

- Apant from religious teachings the urbane cOUTSEs we
mcluded in the syllabii
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Maulana Mohammad Afzal Bukhari, the Shaikh-yl
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established an Oriental college in Naushahra, Srinagar. slam, had also

Sultan Sikander was famous for his uprightness and
great patron of learning. Eminent scholars from Ira
Syria travelled to Kashmir and contributed to the
learning, specially Oriental during his regime.
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Sultan Zainul Abidin alias Bud Shah (1419-1470 A.D.), famous for his
secular approach in administration, established a university named after him
as “Madrasa-i-Zain-ul-Abidin” at Naushahra, Srinagar, his capital city. This
institution served as a centre of Arabic religicus education and Islamic
Culture and Thought. He also established a full fledged institution named
“Darut Tarjama” (Institution of Translation) and collected thousands of
manuscripts on any cost from Arabian countries and Iran. He endeavoured
also to promote Kashmiri and Sanskrit languages alongwith Arabic and
Persian. Many valuable titles of Sanskrit manuscripts were translated into
Persian / Arabic and vice-versa.

Madrasa of Islamabad (Kashmir) was also a worth mentionining
college. Gul Khatoon, the daughter-in-law of Zainul Abidin and wife of
Haider Shah, had also established a magnificent college (Madrasa) at
Pakhribal on the bank of famous Dal Lake. This Oriental College consisted of
360 rooms. This extremely beautiful and attractive place is very conducive to
the teaching atmosphere and a suitable place for conducting research works.
After 150 years, Dara Shikoh built a multi storied building near this college
for discussions and dialogues among the scholars of different religions and
for finding out a solution of unity among religions. The building was named
after his wife named Nadira Begam alias Pari Begam as Pari Mahal.

 The governments, after Zainul Abidin, stopped patronising these _seats
of learning mentioned above, neither they established any educational
Institution. But the religious scholars and Sufees continued to preach the
Mmasses at their residences and in the monasteries. Some such institutions are

Mmentioned in the following.
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Madrasa Mulla Razi - Mulla Razi was a well known scholar and an
enlightened teacher of the University of Sultan Qotbuddin. During the

political upheavals. he started a Madrasa at his residence.

Madrasa Mulla Hafiz Baseer — He was a born blind scholar with praise
worthy vision in Oriental learning and an authority in this field. His
residence was an institution. The renowned scholars of the period

called on him for acquisition of knowledge.
k — Chak ruler Ghazi Khan's son

Husain Khan had established a University. To avoid the enemical
st.ratcgics of Mir Shamsuddin Iraqi and threat to his life, he migrated to
Slyalkot and started his teaching works there. After that, his two 50N
in-laws. Mulla l_(amaluddin (Teacher of Mojaddid Alf Thani Shaikh
Ahmad S.arhmdl and Maulana Abdul Hakim Siyalkoti.) and Mulla
Jamaluddin, l?orc the entire responsibilities of establishment as well as
oth?r expenditures and got the University functioned for a very long
period.
I53u]t.an Mo}}iuﬁdin Aurangzeb’s reign was different from his an
fo‘?rs'des btifldmg mosques in Kashmir, he did a commendable
romo ino .
Socisl}', ion of learning and reformation as well as betterment 0
The Moghal rulers di :
revived lghe rulers did not establish any educational institution but
: jagirs to the Khangahs which w . k
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Mud'r.'lsu l":l"/.” .Kh;m Fazil .l\’h:m wWas tamous for his works of publi
welfare, bringing up [l'lc farmers and  patronpe of cducation, e
co'nstructcd monasteries m Hasan Abad and logt Lanpar and a Madrasa
adjacent to the new stone mosque.

Khanqah Shamsi Chak This Khangah served as a centre, for
educating the persons hankering after acquiring religious knowledgpe
and training, since the last days of Shahmiri period.

Khangah Mir Syed Ali Hamadani — This Khanqah regained its lost
glory during the Moghal regime. The outstanding scholars engaged
themselves in teaching while the men of letters devoted themselves to
research and writing authentic and high standard books on theology

and other branches of learning.

Khangah-e-Malik Jalal — This Khangah of Malik Jalaluddin also served
as a seat of learning.

Khangah-e-Nagshbandiya — The Khanqah of Hazrat Khwaja Khawand

Mahmood Nagshbandi was very much distinct for its educational and

: . . . d
sermonizi es during the reigns of Emperor Shahjahan an
ngzeb. Fatmwai N y title on Figh (Islamic

Aurangzeb. Fatawai Nagshbandia, a famous S
Jurisprudence), was compiled by the great and famous Juminar

that time here only.
ah was an unparallel

Madrasa Mulla Obaidullah — Mulla Obaidullah of
scholar of Kashmir. Farrukh Sear, has engaged it fo};;a]rz;?\s;)er:ige
Fatawa-i-Alamgiri into Persian. Persons havmgdthlf;ztr completion of
used to assemble here from far off places a?; t;e sublime literary
courses shined like :he sun and the moon ! h was dedicated t0

horizon, Days and nights together Mulla Otl)fidéléla
academic works and literary pursuits of excellence:



pinion hereunder jn this regard:.

(1) There are many Centres and Institutions of Oriental  Studies

functioning very well even today in the Kashmir Valley, The sole
purpose, of nurturing the rising vy i

institutions, is to produce Exemplary Citizen who may prove
themselves useful for the society in all respects. The products of these
Oriental Centres of Learning, as surmised and desired, would. hel'p
promote in the creation of an Ideal Society and a better world which is
very essential and urgently needed at global level during present times.

This paramount objective, evidently may not be achiev.ed fro_rx;2 th:
Modem University System of Education, it is the hard re?ht.y Wl:llC W
all feel and observe today. The University Grants Comgnssmn, in vxee\:;
of the essentiality to promote Moral and Ethical Education, has BqVI:he
all the Universities of the country to include Moral Educanon u;lm :
syllabi in each of the subject of al] the disciplines, may 1 be Law,
Humanities, Social Science, Pure Science, Education, ]

: of
Engineering, Medicine and all Technical or Professional courses
studies.
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/Iora‘l and Ethical Literature available in abund i

ins rare works on History and Culture of a:;gﬁr:g
an Soc.iety. Without the knowledge of
f Arabic, one can not achieve first hand

information of our own history of this long period. Besides these
Persian and Arabic manuscripts preserved in Oriental Libraries’
millions of Persian and Arabic inscriptions and calligraphical specimen,
on buildings and other places are found in every nook and corner of the
country. Those arc¢ rare works for the study by the Archaeological
Survey of India. Here also the knowledge of Persian and Arabic is the
only help to decipher them and add an extraordinary information {0

dian Cultural Heritage,

Indian History- Hence, to safeguard the In
Persian’s knowledge 15 the only solution.

Apart from the N
Persian it also conta
700 years of medieval Indi
Persian, and to some extent 0

nd of young persons, having fluency in Spoken

rsian Language, translation of spoken and written

f other Janguages into Persian and vice;—versa as well as
have been justiﬂably stated in succeeding pages:
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Oriental Studies.
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INSPECTION REPORT:-

(4)  ORIENTAL COLLEGES OF KASHMIR

Prof. M. M. Masoodi, Co-Ordinator. Innovatjye Prograp,
the Department of Persian, University of Kashmir, entrustedme&aeadof

responsibilities of inspection of six Orienta] Colleges Situateq in
Srinagar, and also the Departments of Arabic, Persian and Sansakrl('i oy,
It of

University of Kashmir, Sr inagar. the

I complied to the inspection works as per schedule given by -

(1) Jamia Madinatu] Oloom, Hazratbal, Srinagar, On 2> 105
started the inspection and visited the above Orienta] C(;“e‘ 00, |
college imparts instruction upto M.A. level. ¢ has po su?ﬁ'Te

Cleny

building.

The work of construction is 25% complete.

There is no full time teacher either of Persjan or of English language
The library does not cater to the needs of students. o
The members of the teaching staff are qualified. There IS a sufficjen

piece of land for play ground.

(i)  Oriental College, Rajouri Kadal, Srinagar. On the Same day, in the
afternoon, inspection of above college was made. There are sufficien
number of class rooms and a good library, It PTeserves some rar

subjects.

(i)  Jamaaty] Banat, Umar Colony, B, I.al Bazar, Srinagar. On
23.11.2008, | visited the above gir’s college of Oriental learning
Housed in 4 magnificent doubje storied building, the college has
sufficient infra-structure, English and Persian are taught with Oriental
Currfgulum. The neat angd clean campus g praise-worthy. There is a
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N.B.:-Ag per my humble opinion, ever

iv) parul Uloom Hanfia Arabic ¢
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inspection of the above college was d:n‘ f\mln. Bagh,
> done in he
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stock of reading materials for (e sty { e library hag
teachers for English and Persian l;ll]l“'“l:,k.[‘]ls and (¢ ;
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deserve our admiration,

o Srinugur. lThe
l SiiCmoon of 23™ N
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> [N
ufficient
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he present me .
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addm ' . >0
Un ml.\[m[mn of the oll i
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Howzah Babulelem, Shariefabad, Badoam

. o g Ao 1 ] ‘
Oriental College in the series of inspection, d AN e
5 g SHICY i, done on 25% N\ A
Highly qualified teachers, almost a1 of the Sk Pergian o 8
¢m talk in Persian and a few

in Arabic language also. Students are trained
. . . " "e . . " ¢ .. . ‘l k‘k
disciplines. There is a pood hibrary by
playground. It needs an examination hall Tl
living 1s very much visible and fascinatine

very well in all the
N0 computer and no

\\\ \‘ Torte ) vy 3
¢ etiects of Trantan w ay of

Islamia Oriental College, Tral, Kashmir, The last col >
,)()(hN w. 2008, Tt has : bin'e - C LS co ltg‘.c‘ We visited
on = S SR thas a big campus {or construction of buildine like
examination hall, reading room in the library and class ro ey P‘]“
cluster of qualified teachers lacks Persian and Fnelish mchc-r. 1‘;1\
- . . s : . -
college possesses suflicient land for plavground. The hostel rooms do
. g ~_~ . - NN S1Y
not cater to the actual needs. The administration of the colleoe is ven
cflicient and also devoted like their teachine statt ) '

All the above six Oriental Colleges require FUNDS for -

(0)  Building Construction of exam hall and hostel rooms.

(b)  Purchase of books and journals.

(¢)  Purchase of stationary.

(d)  Purchase of computer.

(¢)  Installation of language labs,

() Appointment of qualitied tcachers of Persian and Enghsh
languages for educating Spoken Persian, Pranslation works,

There is a great need of such trained young

! International trade markets,

al survey of India, Minisin

Interpretation ele.
men in the Department of tourism,
medin, embassies and Archacologie
of Foreign Aflnis ete.

of Kashmur be
gl SURREST MEASUITS ll'or
(o be made aware of the job
anslation and

v Orental College

inspected to find out their short-comings

their remedinl, Secondly, Job aspirants dre O
1o T A ANPUARS,

opportunities after learning  the spoken languag

interpretation,
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() POST-GRADUATE DEPARTMENT OF pgy,
OF KASHMIR Slay

The status and performance of the Depanme
praise-worthy. There is no Post-Graduate Departn;
University of the Country which has so much NUmbe,
(Post-Graduation) classes. No where the Number exce
whereas here the number is 123 against the intak, Capaci[e,ds
The three students have taken admissions op Paymep, ' S0ssy M
shows the popularity of the subject dmong students as w "
Praise-worthy performance of the members of the teachip the gy -
staff of the Department. Credit 80€s 1o the herg of the gy
the Department Prof, M. M. Masoodi.

c:stabiishe d
L of

The second distinctive feature of the Department IS that

not only impart instructions ip Persian, rather they always talk ?nteachers,
only. ’

All the rooms of the Department are peg and clean gng aesthegi
furnished. The wel €quipped Departmenta) library , - caly

In addition to M.A., M.Phil and Ph.D. Programmes there are 1,
professional courses functioning:-

(1) Certificate Course in Modern Spoken Persian and
(2) PG. Diploma in Persian,

(3) Thereisa computer lab for Persian language learning.

4) A newly furnisheq Language Lab is in the process of
functioning,

6%



(i &) Certificate and  Diploma ('
Interpretation, OUTSES in Trang)a
s e . s Talion
(i) Diploma Course in Computer A _ anil
A { I\l)]“.‘lllnn

(iv & \) (‘crt.lf.l(.'illk' and Diploma Courses n M,
(vi & vii) C '”,",‘C““‘ and Diploma Courses in (‘.(”m\'”""“"‘l’,\.
(viii & ix) Certilicate and Diploma Courses in l‘l‘mw‘dl'lw
S Soqution,
It lS_dUC tf’ the dedication of the Head 10 the den
ative skill that the Department is rising very hi:llmuml‘“l o e
! Y mgh and 15 distine
' ] I

administt ‘
her departments of the University.,

among ot

An yearly journal entitled “Danish” is published almost
. o te : 2O . QL . i . WL { |
mam(umb IS h.lgh rLdeth standard and beautiful pet up as w .“H'},‘lll‘.u.l), It
Juractive printing. Up as well as fair and
The department nceds sufficient FUNDS for introducing the above
above

mentioned and other new courses successfully.

POST-GRADUATE DEPARTMENTS OF ARABIC AND SANSKRIT

ese Departments. But 1 found
tments is satisfactory. For the

()
[ could not spare sufficient times in th

hat the over all functioning of these two depar
development of the departments and promotion of the two languages viz.
Arabic and Sanskrit, I find it necessary and it secms justified that they also

fllow the foot prints of the department of Persian and promote these
languages as far as possible.

RADUATE CLASSES
its stated above, | regula
ered lectures on .-

(D) ENGAGING POST-G

In addition to the Inspection vis
classes of Post-Graduate students. I deliv

rly engaged

n before the advent of
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ure and
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