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; Editing Evaluation and Critical Analysis of

3
Majmu Al Tawareekh

\

Abstract: The importance of sources, while writing history, can
never be underestimated. They help a lot in building and
understanding the history of a certain region. We are fortunate to
have a plenty of sources available on the histé:ry of Kashmir.
While some of them stand researched upon by modern
historians, there are still others which remain unexplored till date.

~ One among these is Majmu al tawareekh, compiled by Pandit
Birbal kachroo during the era of Sikh rule in Kashmir. This
Persian Manuscript preserved in different libraries of the world is
virtually a mine of information on the socio-economic and.cultural
life of people during the Sikh epoch in Kashmir. This paper is a

modest'attempt to sketch in brief the valuable information

contained on diverse subjects in this manuscript.

Introduction: Kashmir was thrown from a frying pané into the fire

~ once it passed into the hands of Sikhs as they broke all the

~ records of rack renting. Yet Persian language and literature did

not witness a dooms day. Interestingly, enough though not less

¢ o curiously one finds mushroom growth of Persian poets and
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pach Thls can be undarstood only when g

scholam in thls 0
that Persian | contlnuad to be court language 2

; ~ borne In mind
khs ‘and they did not withdray, the

Kashmir duﬂng the perlod of 8i

rent free grams from the aduoatad fa
ber of Hindu poets and scholars during this period, SoMe i

rs were Hamidullah shah

milles. We find 5 large

um
the famous Persian poets and Schola

Abadi (a product of Afghan Period), Mulla Bahaddin Matto, Mirza
Mehdi Mujrim, Pandit Birbal Kachroo, Pandit Bhawani Dagg

Pandit mukand Ram etc.
An interesting trend developed in Persian literature during th
e

| Sikh period was a satirical literature produced by famoysg
historian Pandit Birbal kachroo in the shape of his rare
manuscript Majmu al tawareekh. Majmu al tawareekh is
pro@nent with different names in literary circles. Some call it as
Mukhtasarul tawareekh, Tawareekh-i-Kashmir, and
Majmu-.atul-Tawareekh. Majmu al tawareekh is a history of
:ashmu to 1251/1835, compiled by Pandit Birbal Kachroo
metween the period of 1835 to 1846 (A.Q Sarvari: 245-248). Itis
ainly based upon the earlier Sanskrit and Persian ch
can be broadly categorized in three c mmc‘les R
parts or volumes in the

description of
its chronology. The First part deals with the age of

~ Hindu'rulgin K
‘ ash
mir. Second Part is devoted to the Islamic ruie

3 nd e
o Afghan rule in Ka::bres the era of Shahmiri, Chak, Mughal and
| i, Th"d part of the manuscnpt concentrates

= junon the Snkh
, rule
R ‘ '" Kashm;r whlch is also the contempom
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o movements, castes, tribes and religiads r001s. In addition

~ time of writer. Even though' the writer i MOstly deyeters
p EIEY GBS i ?_‘Q ‘:r)‘;

~ polltical history of Kashmir up 1o the authors, g, s 5.
| s, it e

; manuscript is equally devoted to the geograghy of yaes .
| Wt sty e

Majmu al tawareekh has an equal focus on socig-cutra and

moral issues of the epoch (Kilam: 1650 . Birbal Kachroo rzs

equally focused on economic issues and circumstances of iz
| times as well.

Editing of Majmu al tawareekh: The manuscript, of mzime 2
tawareekh, is still preserved in and outside the state of fommu
and Kashmir in different academic and state libraries. As per cur
research is concerned tv\;o copies of this manuscript are st
preserved outside the country in Bodelian (Library No. 1573 .
and Lahore library of British museum and Pakistan respecively.
In the course of this research'we have fetched nine manuscips
of Majmu al tawareekh among which seven (7) manuscios &=

preserved in research ‘and publication centre of Alimz igbal

Library University of Kashmir with the following accession

" numbers; 14, 130,935, 2876,2317,1363,3228, while two {Z]

~ manuscripts: are preserved at:-M

o ’;Of 657/35 and University Collection Akhbar No. 14

aulana azad library, Adgarn

Muslim University, Uttar Pradesh with sulaiman collection numbdsr
8 ‘Some of

,,these manuscripts' are incompléte like with folio' numbers &

. B L T
e BE e XN
) v IRIIpRIDHAYNRE - 53

368 3228 i ke sy X3 BB AT
amiﬂaﬁeeé-
- There is no mention of’ wmers:‘amnusmame
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scripts. There is slight differenu,
iarism in any of the manu )

tween the contents of these manuscripts. Only the harg
belwee

Persian language is repljaced with easy and colloq-uial langua -
of Persian, which hardly changes the meanings of discourse.
Evaluation and Critical Analysis: |

Majmu al tawareekh by Pandit Birbal Kachroo, is in many ways 3
pioneering work and contribution. It is among the fey, harg
working attempts to document the history of Kashmir, Even, S0 it
is remarkable for its two outstanding features; First it stuck to the
truth and tried neither to paint it black not whifewash it. Secondly_
it is not pessimistic but tries to draw lessons for the future in
words pregnant with aptness and prescience.

Its style, content, technique and method adheres to the principles
of historiography and that way it is a vaIuaBle addition to the body
of historical literature available on the 19th century Kashmir. It,

like most of other historicg| Manuscripts, too begins with the early

history of Kashmir for which it draws upoﬁ information provided

by earfiest Sanskit and Persian works. Kachroo adds his own

information on history and culture of Kashmir society of his

contemporary times, For this, his work can be regarded as a
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Ab out Mughal rule in Kashmir birbal Kachroo acknowladge at
s essentlany a military despotism, but also admitted that it is
% ‘t of the varlety witnessed during the regime of the Delti sultaris
: ",'Who preceded the Mughals. For him, the despotism of th@r
W Mugha' rulers, though military in character, was yet benevolent.
They did not remain content with only winning fresh territories or
o ~-:}- maintaining peace and tranquility in the realm, but were always
solicitous for their subjects. Praise has been bestowed upori

em for their achievements and secular character, as Kachroo

th

writes;

Pre "Many Central Asian fruits were thus introduced in the
country; and many gardens were laid in Kashmir during this

 period. Wherever one may go in Kashmir, a mughal garden in

ruins will be there with a grove of chinars to proclaim in mute

eloguence the past glory of the place. The subedars while

following in the footsteps of the emperors vied with each other in

laying gardens. During this period, seven hundrend gardens are

 estimated to be laid."
% "Anantnag was the place wherefrom trade was
h, Kishtwar and other places.

directed

with India and Jammu, Bhadrawa

o % - "The habit of taking tea which |
"'"WHS imbibed during mughal period followin

. Taliban traders who had themselves taken it up from Chinese."

i # "Even during the reign of Aurengzeb, the
untry and the mansabs were

is NOW universal in Kashmir

g contacts with the
pundits
f Q?QUpied a very high place in the co
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'SO’d in Kashmir at very cheap rates. Besides, cattle, ¢ ‘_
j‘ggs were ‘imported and distributey aMOngst thg pg cks ang
{aosl Bvan: i and.pigeons were brought in, Dues from 4,
twmmmm which had boen outstanding against them since fh:

.Afghan t;mes were written off.. Ganestig Pandit Dhar mage
‘ ade an

: _:assessment of the land, and then distribute jt amongst the
",,f__"_;fai'me’s' in an equitable manner.: The result was fha within two
; ‘-if‘._',if_-_:yeafs the price of shall per khirwar came down from sixteen
o rupees to one rupee. Besides, the judicial administration was aise
',eorganized and put under Pandit Raja Kak Dhar.”

s "But the shawl trade, which was the main source of the

i country's wealth, was at standstill, as most of shawl weavers had
during the recent famine migrated to such places as Amritsar, -

. _ Ludhiana and Basoli in Jammu. In the Jammu province, the
| »weavers were very much encouraged by Maharaja Gulab Singh,
- who had occupied Kishtwar which opened a shorter though a
. difficult route to Ladakh wherefrom the wool for shawls came.

~ With the shawl weavers well settled.in jammu province, the

' ’-‘A'-Maharaja's attempt was to divert raw wool. direct to Jammu
through his newly acquired district of Kishtwar. In this, he
- -extent. The result was that the
maged:Only @ few
usand looms
¥ tWo

',*s“c'ceeded- toa considerable:
'1",‘7:"3’79W/ industry .of Kashmir was cansiderably da
Vears eariler, there, were about: twenty two the
W_‘”k/ﬂg which came down to not more: than tweat

A Heksd

hundrend U e e .};:-"5 5 ‘;_-‘.;p. ) o M4
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1
Ly ;{s, : f'7mopq ware also raised from the frontier Muslien g ibes !
A temfbla famine occurred In Kashmir during these very .., dd”
" Varlous moasures were adopted by him 1o successfuly Cope wig
the calamity. He ordered a census of the whole POpUlation o
Srinagar, and on that basis he issued ration slips to the people,
The names of the Inmates of a household were noteq o, the
ration slips and these were Issued to the head of the househoyy
The rations were supplied to the people from state granarieg at
the rate of one anna a seer. To the peasantry he made a tagayi
grant of a lac of kharwars of paddy for seeds."”
A historical work should, above all be factual and objective. It is
unfortunate but true that the fair Vale of Kashmir has received
more than its due share of bloody conflict, ethnic warfare,
religious strife and political intrigue. Blood has sullied the rivers
and lakes of the Valley again and yet again. It is no use
7prete'nding that the Hindus did not persecute the Buddhists or
1B that the Sikhs did not tyrannize the Hindus and Muslims. Birbal
| ""Kachrcw has uhshakably‘clung to the facts, howsoever
% T unpalatable these are. In addition to it Kachroo also unlike most
- of v‘other'hisforiahs 'dld not hide the exceptional accounts of the
i o S"‘h reglme. Even though he ls mostly devoted to the political
% h""‘”y of Kashmlr up to the hls own time, but the manuscriP! .
’ :.aqually to some extent devoted to the geography of Kashmi. 1°
%f“"m""emeﬂtﬂ naatea, trlbes and renglous roots. The role of the

}-._.”f'a"p")"ﬂfl‘/@ c!assea the rullng ellte grain dealers and '
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“'an Nw\s' thﬁ chronicler terma the Afghan rule

.‘ 4% nithless ;
‘ jus! He aastigates their taxaﬂon policy as i 655 and

4 wards draining the respurces from Kashmir to Kabut ’
; u Wh&rn

;aventually subjected'the masses, both hindus and Musiims, 1
extreme exploitation-and poverty4 , Ag Kachroo writes:

‘_-But other pundits of historlcal accounts have ditferent accounts
;for the same; As regards Pandit Birbal Kachru as a historian. Pir
'_Ghulam Hassan Khuhani, in his Tarikh Hasan V. | at page 376
-:;SaYv that in the domam of research and truthful accounts, Birbal
;,Kachrus history is a bundle of lies and concoctions and biased
if\agamst Muslims.

‘ ,_':However through a careful study of the contents of his work, it
i "‘_appears that for him history was nothing more than mere

‘-'ii.;i,_}__-vlnarratlon of events of kings, their nobles, sufi saints, and the

";“:;._t.f;,domlneerlng groups and factions of feudal chiefs. The most

flgvlaﬂng defeat one could feel while going through the pages of
A}imajmu' ‘aI'Tawareekh is that much interest for common folk does
j"not flgure in-it.-We hardly get to know anything about the.
""-common Kashmlri society of that time. Blrbal Kachroo does not -
‘_cord the' partucipation of the common masses
.“cfuclal 1o their interests and lives. As a corollary to it the :
:.a m‘u al Tawareekh Is- davold of any parsonal remarks of mﬁ»_}-:..

Qﬁ?‘?@“ the nature,of history.

,,,,,,
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k& the hlSth le maﬂY societies the histr, ”

e
e oﬁ lustbn
| "ﬁ hmtr ia not mpped !ﬂ mystary or ha
o Kas
& | evidences of from e
I or architectura i
“ﬂum mdweoloam
 accounts of forelgn
o presar\ted in recorde
mlude ganskit and Persia
e as votumes have been writte

s not to be spﬁntpd

ors: only. Instead Kashmir's past is care oty
d accounts of different languages tha

n in particular. In this direction While
n to highlight the relevance o

. At storical manuscnpts. one can, however not ignors

 Majmu al tawareekh of Pandit Birbal Kachroo for its coverage o
our lengthy past and recorded with perfect care and authenticity,

' ContnhuﬁOﬁ-Of Pandit Birbal Kachroo as historiographer is toq
immense to be scaled by any measure. He is one of the legends
who started the process of exploring facts about Kashmir history
from early times and analyzing these along systematic lines.

' While doing so, he strived to be as honest and transparent as

‘ 'pgsSible.,Nevertheless, a certain degree of subjec;tivity did
'oyertake-him,While.‘recording chts partly because of his

- association with the Brahman community (As a Kashmiri pandit).

But, ' '
that, however does not undervalue the significance of his

inval
invaluable works of Kashmir hlstow, art, culture, religion etc. In

~this mann
7 er, he bequeathed a nch treasure of historical literatur®

L Whlch was s
wm igniﬁcam on two' counts: one it sensitized the futur®
L Writers o the essenhals of hi

.’ | _flforgmg unny belween the Ka
~_T.,“_‘1’This ‘research paper sh m

St‘mOQl'aphyand second, it helped it

shmnri pandats and Mushms

odest attempt in the dnrectlon to dra¥
) 61 S
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4?& ﬂfeﬂml Df mntemp&rary SCHOIBI& and hlStOﬂO it er
A Uraphers
| maﬂuscnpt of majmu al tawareekh

o not only by way of filling the voig

w alsu provide valuable soume material on the past history of

W n further provides background to the current turmoil of
e m muous anﬂ oppressed Kashmir community, which is of

5 fwsﬂe'ﬂ"e pertinence. While giving a broad picture with mixed

wches this manuscript covers wide range of the struggle of

iy g('ashl mir community in the course of history. In conclusion

| Kachru's account of Majmu al tawareekh remains a significant
o j__ﬁ' - and distinguishable contribution to Kashmir historiography of the
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