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the level of academic attamment in the region of Nishapur
would be among the highest in Islamic world. 2

Towards the end of 1065 A.D 457A.-H Nizamul -
Mulk began to build a Madrasa at Baghdad, which was
opened in September 1067AD. It started in Dul Hijjah 457
A.H. and completed on 10th of the Diqadah 459 A.H.3

This Madrass was known as Nizamiyah. In the same
way In each and every city of Iraq, Khuraran especially
Asphan, Bulkh, Nishapur, Herat Basrah, Tabristan and
Mosual, etc. Madrasas were constructed. Moreover a
hospital was built at Nishpur, which also was named
Nizamiyah.4

But the sources suggest that before Nizamiyah
Madrasas, these used to exist Madrasas in several Iranian
cities. For example, in Nishapur a Madrasa known as
Baihaqiyah was existing there before Nizamiyah. There was
a  Madrasa known as Saadiyah established by the
Governor of Nishapur, Amir Nasr Ibn Subktageen, brother
of Sultan Mahood Ghazzanavi. There were two other
Madrasas existing prior to Nizamiyah in Nishapur, which
were founded by Abu Saeed Ismail Ibn Ali Ibn Masnah
Ustarabadi, who was a Sufi preacher, and the other was
mainly constructed for Abu Ishagh Asfaraini. There were
schools founded in other cities of Iran as well 5

*  Ibid. P-22 | |
Y Ibn Khallikan, as quoted in Jalaludin Homai, Ghazzali Namah

(Persian). Sharh Ahwal, Wa Aasar Wa Aquaid, Wa Afkar-i-Abdi
Wa. Mazhabi wa Falsafi wa Irfani, Tehran, 1383.A.H.

' Ibid.

> Ibid. pp. 34-35.
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given under the control of a famous Shaeifite dynasty
(Khujandi) of Asphan. In opposition to this Saaediyyah
dynasty was heading the Hanafis of Asphan. The sur name
of "Rukun-ad-din" was prevalent among the Hanafi heads
and that of "Sadruddin" among the Shaefis.

Some important scholars of Khujandi dynasty
occupied the seats of professorship in Nizamiyah or were
custodians of the Auquf (community endownments) Abul
Muzaffar Ibn Khujandi was killed in 496 A H. in Ray. Ibn
Aseer narrates about the events of 496 A H.

"He was killed in Ray, when he was delivering a
sermon by an Alawid, when he was descending from the
pupit. The Alawid also was killed on the spot. Al-Khujandi
was burried in the city of Khujandah, which is a big city on
the bank of Saihoon from Eastern Iran, in Almata.? It is said
that Nizamul Mulk used to listen Abu Bakr Mohammad Ibn
Thabit Khujandi in Marro and was impressed by his
oratory. He called him to Asphan and was appointed as a
professor there, where Nizamul Mulk used to visit him.2!

Ibn Jawzi says in his famous book in relation to the
events of 496 A.H.

"Abul Muzaffar Al Khujandi, a Shafie jurist, a
professor in Asphan is related to Al-Muhlab Ibn Abi Safrah
was killed by an Alawid in Ray during a clash between
Shias and Sunnis. The assassinee was killed later on."22

Abul Qasim Masud Ibn Khujandi was a leader of
Shafietes in Asphan during the rule of Burkiyaruq (486-498)
A.H. who was an ardent opponent of the Batiniyyah, and

** Insab-as-Samaani Wa Muajamul al-Baldan.

' Ibn Aseer Fi- Wagaih Sanatah, 496 A .H. -
* Ibn Jawazi; Al-Mumtazim, Vol. 9,Narration of events in the year
496.
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were supplied to the students from the Masdrasas. The
lectures and lessons were pinned down by the students.

In these schools special attention was paid towards
grammatical constructions, the quaranic teachings, Hadith,
literature, Figh course and its principles, Arabic language
and literature, were integral part of the syllabus those days.
The medium of instructions in teaching and discussions
was in most cases Arabic. Generally the students were

provided with a scholarship by the owner or sponsor of the
Madrasas.*

In this way from 4t century Hijrah onwards the
constructions of Madrasas started in the Muslim world.
Some Madrasas constructed before Mahmood of
Ghazzanavi's death are still insect. These were the full time
schools and the students used to reside in these Madrasas
and receive monthly scholarships from the owner of the
Madrasa or the Wagf Community endowments". These
Madrasas were established in all the big cities of the
Muslim worls. Mirst and more most being Baghdad. When
Nizamiyah Baghdad was completed in 459 A.H. Ghazzali
was only nine years of age that time. However, Nizamiyah
schools were the best among all such educational
institutions.3

The general impression as one can gather from the
proceeding discussions is that Nizamul Mulk was if not the
first person to have founded Madrasass, yet gave new
direction to the establishment of educational institutions.

i4

Mujataba Minuvi, op.cit p. 558.
® Ibid.
*  Hussain Qadri Imam Ghazzali Ka Falsafah Mazhab Wa Ikhlaq,
Delhi 1977, p. 61.
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