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Mughal Art and Architecture as Bond of Cross Cultural Heritage
of India and Iran

Dr. Mohd Afroz Alam

Asgistant Professor,

P.G. Department of Persiun,
University of Kashmir, Srinugar

Intreduction

Few people have been more closely related in terms of origin and art and culture
than the people of India and Iran since time immemorial. The people of India and
Iran, two ancient neighboring civilizations, have enjoyed close historical links
through the ages. They not only had a common homelund and shared a common
linguistic and racial past but also they interacted an enriched cach other in the
fields of language, religion, arts, cultuwre, food and other traditions for over
several millenniums. History bears witness that before 2000-3000 BC, the
inhabitunts of modern [rag and southern Iran as also the people of west and North
West India came from the same region. Then, around 1500 BC Aryan tribes
invaded and defeated these people and made their movements further towards
south Asia. The Irantan group marched into the highlands of Iran through the flat
passable area south-cast of Caspian Sea, while the Indian tribes settled into the
Indian subcontinent. The close harmony between the language and mythology,
religious traditions and soctal institutions of Indians and Iranians on the one hand
and those of the Greeks, Romans, Celts, Germans and Slavs on the other could be
a casc of vital interest, Old Persian language was a member of the Indic branch of
the Indo-European languages. Sanskrit and Avesta have a common basic
vocabulary and common grammar. The myths that appear in the part of the Avesta
include some tales of very ancient pre-Zoroastrian origin, probably belonging to
the pagan Indo-Iranian era. Many of these myths re-appear in the Shahnameh, an
epic in rhyme by the 10" century A_D Poet Ferdowsi. Pre Islamic Persia and India
interacted through Aryans in the Indian subcontinent to the Achaemenian,
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